SPANISH  ORDERS  OF  CHIVALRY 


AND  DECORATIONS 
OF  HONOUR 


BY 

HARROLD  E.  GILLINGHAM 


THE  AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 
BROADWAY  AT  156TH  STREET 
NEW  YORK 

1926 


Reprinted,  by 
LENARD  L.  BABIN 


1781  Dewey  Ave.,  cor.  Ridge  Road  W.,  Rochester,  N.Y.  14615,  U.S.A. 


1967 


Numismatic  Notes  and  Monographs 
is  devoted  to  essays  and  treatises  on  sub¬ 
jects  relating  to  coins,  paper  money, 
medals  and  decorations,  and  is  uniform 
with  Hispanic  Notes  and  Monographs 
published  by  the  Hispanic  Society  of 
America,  and  with  Indian  Notes  and 
Monographs  issued  by  the  Museum  of  the 
American  Indian — Heye  Foundation. 


Publication  Committee 

Agnes  Baldwin  Brett,  Chairman 
W.  Gedney  Beatty 
Henry  Russell  Drowne 
John  Reilly,  Jr. 

Editorial  Staff 

Sydney  Philip  Noe,  Editor 
Howland  Wood,  Associate  Editor 
V.  E.  Earle,  Assistant 


COPYRIGHT  1926  BY 
THE  AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 


This  booklet  is  being  reprinted  in  the  interest  of  the  medallic 
collectors  of  this  country. 


Permission  for  this  reprinting  has  been  given,  graciously,  by 
the  American  Numismatic  Society. 


SPANISH  ORDERS  OF  CHIVALRY 
AND  DECORATIONS 
OF  HONOUR 


BY 

HARROLD  E.  GILLINGHAM 


THE  AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 
BROADWAY  AT  156'rH  STREET 
NEW  YORK 

1926 


Reprinted  by 
LENARD  L.  BABIN 

1781  Dewey  Ave.,  cor.  Ridge  Road  W.,  Rochester,  N.Y.  14615,  U.S.A. 

1967 


Order  of  the  Golden  Fleece 


SPANISH  ORDERS  OF  CHIVALRY 
AND  DECORATIONS 
OF  HONOUR 


By  Harrold  E.  Gillingham 

Of  Spain,  more  than  of  any  other  country,  is  it 
true  that  the  history  of  a  nation  reflects  the  char¬ 
acter  of  its  people.  From  the  very  earliest  times, 
religious  faith  has  played  a  prominent  part  in  the 
life  and  in  the  history  of  the  Spaniards.  The  on¬ 
coming  of  the  Moor  left  no  room  for  a  passive 
theology — the  kings  and  princes  of  the  Spain  of 
the  Middle  Ages  were  literally,  and  in  very  truth, 
“Defenders  of  the  Faith”.  In  consequence,  and 
because  theirs  was  so  essentially  a  combination  of 
the  religious  and  the  military  life,  it  is  not  sur¬ 
prising  to  find  many  of  the  Orders  of  Chivalry 
originating  in  the  Iberian  peninsula  during  this 
troublesome  period.  Nor  is  it  other  than  might 
have  been  anticipated  that  they  gradually  disap¬ 
peared  with  the  suppression  of  the  Arab  in¬ 
vaders. 

To  trace  the  story  of  these  Orders  is  peculiarly 
difficult.  Even  in  Spain,  where  the  records  may 
still  be  in  existence,  the  task  would  be  Herculean. 
Fortunately,  for  the  purposes  of  this  monograph, 
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it  is  superfluous  because  it  lias  already  been  very 
ablv  and  very  admirably  done  in  a  volume  written 
by  Professor  Georgiana  Goddard  King  and  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Hispanic  Society  of  America,  en¬ 
titled  “A  Brief  Account  of  the  Military  Orders 
in  Spain”.  Our  concern,  herein,  is  rather  with 
the  badges  and  insignia  of  these  brotherhoods  and 
of  those  which  have  followed  them,  and  reference 
to  their  history  is  made  only  where  necessary  to 
make  clear  facts  regarding  these  emblems. 

A  further  brief  word  is  required  regarding  our 
sources.  For  the  earliest  orders,  the  gathering  of 
data  and  the  sifting  of  conflicting  statements  re¬ 
garding  origins  and  reorganizations  would  be  the 
task  of  a  life-time.  The  centuries  that  have 
elapsed  have  thrown  over  such  beginnings  a  veil 
difficult  to  penetrate.  There  is  satisfaction,  there¬ 
fore,  in  finding  that  the  importance  of  their  records 
was  appreciated  in  the  seventeenth  century,  when 
the  writers  were  not  so  removed  in  point  of  time 
from  the  circumstances  which  they  attempted  to 
fix.  Favine  in  1620.  Ashmole  in  1672  and  again 
in  1715,  and  Giustiniani  in  1692,  endeavored  to 
gather  and  sift  such  material  as  could  be  found  in 
their  day,  and  since  much  of  what  they  wrote  is 
carefully  annotated  and  otherwise  bears  evidence 
of  careful  examination,  there  is  the  greater  reason 
for  considering  it  trustworthy.  Even  then,  the 
writers,  again  and  again,  are  at  a  loss.  The  days 
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when  feudalism  flourished  were  given  to  fighting 
for  existence  rather  than  in  writing  of  what  was 
done.  The  gathering  under  one  cover  of  such 
information  as  is  available  regarding  the  badges 
of  these  Orders  and  of  those  of  a  later  day,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  military  medals  of  award,  is  the 
object  of  this  volume. 

ORDER  OE  THE  OAK  OF  NAVARRE.  This 
is  the  earliest  Spanish  Military  Order  known  to  us. 
It  was  founded  in  722  A.  D.  by  Don  Garcia 
Ximines,  a  French  prince  and  Count  of  Bigorre, 
born  in  688  and  crowned  on  May  3,  716,  as  King 
of  Navarre.  He  succeeded  in  driving  the  invading 
Moors  from  Navarre  and  parts  of  Aragon,  and 
won  for  himself  and  his  descendant  kings  the  title 
of  “Most  loyal  defenders  of  the  Faith.”  He 
died  in  758  after  a  reign  of  forty-two  years,  and 
was  buried  at  the  hermitage  of  Saint  John  Bap¬ 
tist  de  la  Pegna,  near  his  castle.  He  created  this 
order  in  thankfulness  for  his  great  victory  over 
the  infidels,  and  pledged  its  members  to  the  de¬ 
fense  of  the  Christian  faith.  While  marching 
against  the  Moors  in  the  year  722,  Ximines  saw 
in  a  vision  a  red  cross  adored  by  angels,  at  the  top 
of  an  oak.  The  badge  is  in  the  form  of  a  verdant 
oak  tree,  at  the  top  of  which  .appears  a  plain  red 
cross.  The  cross  is  described  by  Guistiniani,  the 
Italian  writer,  as  a  cross  florv.  Andrew  Favine, 
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the  French  writer  of  1620,  gives  little  credence  to 
the  accounts  of  the  establishment  of  this  Order. 
He  states  that  Garcia  Ximines  changed  the  ancient 
arms  of  his  family  and  adopted  this  device. 

ORDER  OF  THE  LILY  OF  NAVARRE. 
This  seems  to  have  been  created  in  1048  by  Gar¬ 
cia  VI,  King  of  Navarre  (1034-1054)  in  honour 
of  his  recovery  from  “a  languishing  sickness”.  He 
dedicated  it  to  the  Virgin,  hence  it  is  sometimes 
called  the  “Order  of  Saint  Mary  of  the  Lily”. 
Favine  states  that  effigies  of  the  successors  to 
Garcia,  with  this  order  about  their  necks,  may 
be  seen  in  the  churches  of  St.  Mary  of  Nagera, 
St.  Saviour  de  Leyra,  St.  Mary  la  Reale  of  Pam- 
peluna,  St.  John  de  la  Pegna,  and  at  Ronceau. 
The  order  disappeared  about  the  middle  of  the 
seventeenth  century.  Giustiniani,  Marquez  and 
Perrot  give  credit  for  the  institution  of  the  order 
to  Sancho  IV  (1023-1034),  and  fix  the  date  of 
its  foundation  as  1023.  They  also  differ  on  the 
form  of  the  badge,  a  gold  collar  of  two  chains, 
on  which  the  gothic  letter  M,  for  Mary,  is 
repeated.  From  this  collar  an  oval  gold  medallion 
with  a  lily,  surmounted  by  the  letter  M,  crowned, 
is  suspended. 

ORDER  OF  SAINT  SAVIOUR,  also  called 
the  Order  of  Aragon,  and  Saint  Sauveur  de  Mon- 
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treal.  In  1118,  Alphonso  I.  "The  Battler”,  King 
of  Navarre,  Aragon,  Leon,  Castile  and  Toledo, 
instituted  this  order.  It  consisted  of  French  and 
Spanish  noblemen  who  had  assisted  him  in  his 
wars.  With  the  conquest  of  the  Moors,  the  main 
purpose  of  the  order  was  achieved;  and  in  the 
1 6th  century,  its  property  passed  to  the  Crown. 
Giustiniani  lists  the  Grand  Masters  until  1665. 
Favine  says  the  badge  was  a  red  cross,  ancree — 
sometimes  called  moline,  that  is,  with  the  ends 
divided  and  turned  over. 

ORDER  OF  TRUXILLO.  While  there  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  an  order  of  knighthood  in 
Truxillo  (Trugillo)  in  Spain  as  early  as  1227, 
little  information  concerning  it  is  obtainable.  In 
that  year,  Don  Arias  Perez  Dallego,  the  Master, 
took  Truxillo  from  the  Moors.  Pierre  Daviti  men¬ 
tions  the  existence  of  this  order  as  early  as  1213. 
Ashmole  states  "But  there  is  not  any  Writer  that 
gives  an  account  of  what  was  the  Ensign  or  Badge 
of  the  Order”,  and  Clark  holds  that  they  com¬ 
bined  with  the  Order  of  Alcantara. 

ORDER  OF  THE  BAND  OR  SCARF 
Founded  in  1332  by  Alphonso  XI,  King  of  Leon 
and  Castile  (1312-1350),  in  the  city  of  Vittoria. 
Favine  states  that  it  was  instituted  in  the  city 
of  Valencia  in  1330;  Sansovin  gives  the  city  as 


6 


SPANISH  ORDERS 


Burgos,  and  the  year  as  1368,  while  Maigne  gives 
credit  to  John  I  and  fixes  the  date  as  1390.  The 
order  was  created  as  a  mark  of  distinction  for 
those  who  assisted  Alphonso  XI  in  the  conquest 
of  the  Moors,  and  only  men  of  noble  birth  were 
admitted.  The  insignia  was  a  red  silk  band  or 
scarf,  worn  across  the  left  shoulder  and  under 
the  right  arm.  Most  of  the  authorities  indicate 
it  as  having  been  shortlived,  though  Clark  states 
that  it  was  revived  in  1700  by  Philip  V,  King 
of  Spain. 

ORDER  OF  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  (also 
called  Order  of  the  Dove).  Founded  at  Segovia 
in  1390  by  John  I,  King  of  Leon  and  Castile 
(1358-1390),  though  Favine  makes  the  date  1379, 
stating  that  the  order  was  discontinued  on  the 
death  of  the  founder.  The  badge  was  a  gold  col¬ 
lar  ornamented  with  curved  and  pointed  rays  of 
the  sun.  From  this  a  gold  and  white  enamelled 
dove  with  eyes  and  beak  of  red,  was  suspended. 

ORDER  OF  THE  LILY  OE  ARAGON. 
Ferdinand  of  Castile  (1379-1416)  founded  this 
order  in  1403.  Favine  gives  the  date  as  1410, 
and  calls  it  the  Order  of  the  Looking  Glass  of 
the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary  in  Castile.  He  states 
that  it  was  transferred  to  Aragon  in  1413  when 
Ferdinand  received  that  Kingdom,  and  that  it  was 
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continued  by  the  sons  of  the  founder  and  then 
abolished.  The  insignia  was  a  gold  collar  com¬ 
posed  of  alternate  griffons  and  pots  of  tiowering 
lilies.  Clark  and  Giustiniani  describe  an  oval 
pendant,  bearing  the  image  of  the  Virgin  and 
Child. 

ORDER  OF  OUR  LADY  OF  MERCY.  James 
I  of  Aragon,  having  been  a  prisoner  of  Simon, 
Earl  of  Montfort,  in  France,  where  he  suffered 
many  hardships,  vowed  if  he  escaped,  to  devote  his 
time  and  energy  toward  the  release  of  Christian 
prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  Moors.  This  order 
seems  to  have  been  established  about  the  year 
1218,  some  state  on  St.  Lawrence’s  Day.  In  1261, 
women  were  admitted  to  the  order.  It  was  com¬ 
bined  with  the  Order  of  Montesa  in  1317,  and 
these  two,  later,  with  the  Order  of  Calatrava. 
The  badge  is  shield  shaped,  the  lower  part  bearing 
red  and  white  enamelled  stripes  (the  arms  of 
Aragon),  and  the  upper  part  the  white  cross  of 
the  Church  of  Barcelona,  on  a  red  field.  The  whole 
is  surmounted  by  a  ducal  coronet. 

ORDER  OF  THE  ROSARY  OF  TOLEDO. 
Roderick,  the  Bishop  of  Toledo,  is  the  reputed 
founder  of  this  order,  in  the  year  1212.  Its 
object  was  providing  opposition  to  the  Moors, 
but  like  most  of  these  orders  it  had  specified 
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religious  requirements.  The  badge  is  given  as  a 
silver  and  black  cross  flory,  on  the  centre  of  which 
is  a  gold  medallion  with  the  figure  of  the  Virgin 
holding  the  Child  on  her  right  arm,  and  with  a 
rosary  in  the  left  hand. 

ORDER  OF  ESCAMA  OR  THE  SCALE. 
In  1420  John  II  (1406-1454),  King  of  Castile  and 
Leon,  founded  this  order  to  encourage  the  nobility 
to  war  against  the  Moors.  It  was  discontinued 
after  the  death  of  the  king  in  1454.  The  insignia 
is  a  red  cross  with  a  surface  resembling  fish  scales, 
hence  the  name.  Why  this  device  was  chosen, 
the  historians  fail  to  divulge. 

ORDER  OF  JESUS  CHRIST,  or  Order  of 
the  Militia  of  St.  Dominic.  St.  Dominic  of  the 
Guzman  family  of  Spain  founded  this  order  in 
Languedoc,  France,  in  1206,  to  offset  the  schism 
of  the  heretic  Albigenses.  It  was  revived  in  the 
sixteenth  century  in  Spain  under  the  influence  of 
the  Church,  and  combined  with  the  Papal  Order 
of  St.  Peter  the  Martyr.  It  flourished  in  Spain 
for  two  centuries  but  is  generally  conceded  to 
be  strictly  a  religious  order.  Various  names  have 
been  assigned,  such  as  The  Militia  of  St.  Dominic, 
Order  of  the  Cross  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  Order 
of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Dominic.  The  insignia  is 
an  oval  of  gold  surmounted  by  a  crown,  on  the 
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obverse  of  which  is  a  cross  of  four  fleur-de-lis 
joined,  each  arm  being  half  white  and  half  black. 
On  the  reverse  is  an  upright  cross,  with  an  olive 
tree  on  the  left  and  a  sword  with  point  upward  on 
the  right.  The  ribbon  is  red. 

ORDER  OF  THE  BATTLE  AXE.  Founded 
in  1149  by  Raymond  Berenger,  Count  of  Barce¬ 
lona,  to  reward  the  women  of  Tortosa  who,  armed 
with  battle  axes,  contributed  largely  to  the  repulse 
of  an  attack  of  the  Moors.  Little  is  known  of  its 
existence,  and  the  insignia  is  given  as  a  red  battle 
axe,  which  the  members  wore  on  their  cloaks. 

ORDER  OF  CONCORD.  Credit  is  given  to 
Ferdinand,  (1200-1252),  King  of  Castile  and 
Leon,  for  the  foundation  of  this  order,  though 
Maigne  gives  the  date  as  1261  but  without  record 
of  its  insignia.  Other  writers  do  not  mention  it. 

ORDER  OF  THE  STAR.  This  is  said  to  have 
been  founded  by  Alphonso  V  during  his  reign 
from  1416  to  1458.  The  name  is  derived  from  a 
star  worn  on  the  cloak  by  some  of  the  knights. 
Little  else  is  known  of  it. 

MILITARY  ORDER  OF  CALATRAVA. 
Sancho  III  of  Toledo,  King  of  Castile,  instituted 
this  order  in  1158;  it  was  the  first  military  Order 
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in  that  kingdom.  The  castle  of  Calatrava  had 
been  taken  in  714  from  Rodrigo,  King  of  the 
Visigoths  by  the  Moors,  who  held  it  for  over  four 
hundred  years.  Don  Alphonso  I  of  Aragon,  re¬ 
captured  it  in  1147  and  gave  it  to  the  Knights 
Templars  as  a  bulwark  against  the  infidels.  Eight 
years  later,  the  gift  was  returned.  Sancho  (son 
of  Alphonso)  gave  it  and  the  task  of  its  defense 
to  Don  Raymond,  Abbot  of  the  Monastery  of  St. 
Mary  de  Fitero,  in  Navarre.  He,  with  Don 
Diego  of  Velasquez,  fortified  the  castle  and  settled 
there  with  associates  from  Castile  and  Toledo. 
Thus  arose  the  Order  of  the  Knights  of  Calatrava 
or  Militia  of  Calatrava.  The  Order  was  approved 
by  Pope  Alexander  III,  September  25,  1164.  Pope 
Benedict  XIII  assigned  them  a  “cross  fiory”  in 
1396.  The  Mastership  of  this  and  of  the  Orders 
of  St.  James  of  the  Sword  and  of  Alcantara, 
according  to  Ashmole,  were  perpetually  vested  in 
the  crown  of  Castile  in  1523  by  Pope  Adrian  VI. 
There  was  but  one  class  of  members — Chevaliers, 
who  must  be  of  noble  birth.  In  1219,  the  Ladies’ 
Order  of  Calatrava  was  instituted  by  Dona  Gaze- 
las  Maria  Yonnes.  The  badge  is  the  same  as  that 
for  the  men,  a  white-enamelled  gold-edged  dia¬ 
mond  on  which  is  a  red-enamelled  cross  fleury, 
i.  e.  with  fleur-de-lis  at  the  ends;  the  outer  leaves 
are  elongated,  to  rest  upon  the  arms,  and  the 
points  turn  out.  This  is  surmounted  by  a  trophy 
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of  flags  and  a  plumed  helmet.  The  ribbon  is 
bright  red  watered-silk.  Favine  says  the  badge 
is  “A  Red  Cross  Flour edeluced” . 

ORDER  OF  ALCANTARA.  The  Order  of 
St.  Julian  of  Pereyro  was  founded  in  1176  by 
Ferdinand  II,  King  of  Leon  and  Galicia.  It 
derived  its  name  from  the  town  in  which  their 
first  monastery  was  built.  The  badge  was  a  green 
pear  tree  sewed  to  their  mantles.  After  Alphonso 
IX,  King  of  Leon,  had  captured  the  Castilian 
town  of  Alcantara  from  the  Moors  in  1213,  he 
gave  it  to  Don  Martin  Fernandez  de  Quintana, 
Grand  Master  of  the  Order  of  Calatrava.  In 
1218,  the  city  of  Alcantara  was  given  by  the 
Knights  of  Calatrava  to  Don  Nunno  Fernandez, 
the  third  Master  of  the  Order  of  St.  Julian  de 
Pereyro  and  his  fellow  knights,  who  then  styled 
themselves  the  Knights  of  Alcantara.  In  accept¬ 
ing  the  city  they  became  subject  to  the  Order  of 
Calatrava,  and  changed  their  cross  to  what  Favine 
calls  “A  Greene  crosse  Flouredeluccd" .  This 
insignia  is  identical  with  that  of  Calatrava,  save 
that  the  colour  is  green,  as  is  also  the  suspension 
ribbon.  This  order  has  but  one  class — Chevaliers, 
who  must  he  of  the  nobility.  Pope  Adrian  V I 
(1552-1523),  granted  the  revenues  of  this  order 
as  well  as  those  of  St.  James  and  Calatrava  to 
the  crown  of  Castile  for  ever. 
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ORDER  OF  OUR  LADY  OF  MONTESA,  or 
of  St.  George.  This  order  was  founded  in  1316 
(or,  as  some  state,  in  1317)  at  Montesa,  a  city 
of  Valencia,  by  James  II  (1291-1327),  King  of 
Aragon  and  Valencia.  The  knights  were  subject 
to  the  rules  of  the  Order  of  Calatrava.  In  1399, 
the  Order  of  St.  George  of  Alfama,  which  had 
been  founded  in  1201  at  Tortosa,  was  incorporated 
into  this.  Ashmole  is  the  authority  for  the  state¬ 
ment  that  in  1317  the  Order  of  St.  Mary  de 
Merced  in  Aragon  was  amalgamated  with  this 
Order  of  Montesa.  The  badge  is  diamond-shaped, 
enamelled  yellow,  with  gold  edges  and  with  a 
plain  red-enamelled  cross  in  the  center;  the  whole 
is  surmounted  by  a  trophy  of  flags  and  a  plumed 
helmet.  The  ribbon  is  bright  red  watered-silk. 

ORDER  OF  CHARLES  III.  Sometimes  called 
the  Royal  and  Distinguished  Order  of  Charles  III 
or  of  the  Immaculate  Conception.  The  order  was 
formed  by  the  Sovereign  of  that  name  on  Septem¬ 
ber  19,  1771,  to  commemorate  the  birth  of  his 
grandson,  Charles  Clement.  Charles  III  conferred 
upon  the  order  the  vast  estates  of  the  house  of 
Ximenes.  The  order  ranks  next  to  the  Golden 
Fleece  in  importance,  and  is  awarded  for  merit 
and  service  rendered  the  State.  It  is  sometimes 
conferred  on  foreigners.  During  the  reign  of 
Joseph  Bonaparte  (1808-1815),  with,  the  exception 
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of  the  Golden  Fleece,  this  and  all  other  Spanish 
Orders  were  abolished.  There  are  five  classes — 
Grand  Cross,  Commanders  of  the  first  and  second 
class,  Officers  and  Chevaliers.  The  insignia  is  a 
ball-tipped  Maltese  cross  of  gold,  enamelled  in 
light  blue  with  white  edges.  In  the  angles  are 
gold  fleur-de-lis.  It  is  surmounted  by  a  gold 
crown  for  the  Grand  Cross,  and  by  a  gold  laurel 
wreath  for  the  other  classes.  The  collar  is  of 
gold,  composed  of  fourteen  castles,  fourteen  lions, 
seven  ciphers  of  Charles  III,  and  six  enamelled 
trophies.  On  the  obverse  oval  medallion,  edged 
with  blue,  is  the  Virgin  of  the  Immaculate  Con¬ 
ception.  On  the  reverse  is  the  cipher  of  the 
founder  within  two  laurel  wreaths,  encircled  by  a 
blue  band  inscribed  VIRTUTI  ET  MERITO. 
The  ribbon  is  light  blue  with  a  white  band  in 
the  centre.  The  Grand  Cross  plaque,  of  faceted 
silver,  is  similar  in  shape  to  the  cross,  with  gold 
fleur-de-lis  in  the  angles,  and  has  a  centre  medal¬ 
lion  of  the  obverse  of  the  cross  and  the  motto 
VIRTUTI  ET  MERITO.  The  plaque  of  the 
Commanders  of  the  first  grade  is  similar  in  shape 
and  medallion,  but  with  silver  fleur-de-lis,  while 
that  for  a  second  grade  Commander  is  of  silver 
but  with  a  centre  medallion  bearing  the  cipher  of 
Charles  III  within  a  laurel  wreath. 
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ORDER  OF  THE  GOLDEN  FLEECE. 
Founded  at  Bruges  on  January  10,  1429  (or 
1430),  by  Philip  le  Bon,  Duke  of  Burgundy,  on 
the  occasion  of  his  third  marriage,  with  Isabella, 
the  daughter  of  John  I,  King  of  Portugal.  The 
reign  of  Philip  the  Good  (1396-1467)  was  a 
period  of  luxury  and  show,  of  pageant  and  dis¬ 
play.  Bruges,  that  ancient  and  attractive  city  of 
Flanders,  whose  exchange  is  the  oldest  in  Europe, 
was  at  that  time  the  seat  of  the  Court  of  the 
Dukes  of  Burgundy.  The  Letters  Patent  say  the 
order  was  dedicated  to  the  Glory  of  God.  the 
Holy  Mother,  and  to  St.  Andrew  the  Apostle. 
Its  object  was  promoting  the  Catholic  religion 
and  exhorting  all  men  to  live  virtuously.  The 
Greek  fable  of  the  Argonauts  under  Jason,  sailing 
from  Colchis  in  search  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  is 
thought  to  have  led  Philip  to  institute  the  order, 
but  some  believe  it  was  the  great  revenues  he  de¬ 
rived  from  the  wool  trade  of  Flanders. 

The  Order  of  the  Golden  Fleece  is  claimed  by 
Austria  as  well  as  by  Spain.  Philip  the  Good, 
Duke  of  Burgundy  (1396-1467),  married  Isabella 
of  Portugal;  their  son,  Charles  the  Bold  (1433- 
1477),  left  but  one  child,  Mary,  who,  in  1477, 
married  Maximillian  I  of  Austria,  a  Hapsburg 
and  Holy  Roman  Emperor.  Their  son  Philip 
(1478-1506),  who  married  in  1496  the  Infanta 
Joanna  of  Spain  (Joan  la  Loco,  the  crazy,  the 
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second  daughter  of  Ferdinand  of  Aragon  and 
Isabella  of  Castile),  thus  became  later,  Philip  I  of 
Castile  and  Aragon.  His  son  Charles  (1500-1558) 
was  Charles  I  of  Spain  and  also  Charles  V  of  the 
Holy  Roman  Empire.  Charles  V  relinquished 
the  Austrian  throne  to  his  brother  Ferdinand, 
having  in  1556  assigned  the  Spanish  kingdom  and 
the  Netherland  provinces  to  his  son  Philip  II  of 
Spain  (1527-1598),  to  whom  he  gave  the  Grand 
Mastership  and  treasures  of  the  Order  of  the 
Golden  Fleece.  Since  that  time  the  Kings  of 
Spain  have  claimed  the  order,  while  the  Haps- 
burgs  of  Austria  claimed  the  sovereignty  under 
one  of  its  statutes,  which  says  of  the  Order,  “dont 
serous  nous  chef  ct  souverain  et  apres  nous  nos 
Successenrs,  Dues  de  Bourgogne.”  While  the  ter¬ 
ritories  of  the  Dukedom  of  Burgundy  went  to 
France,  the  title  has  been  retained  by  the  Haps- 
burg  family  without  territorial  claim.  After  the 
death  of  Charles  the  Bold  in  1477,  Philip  le  Bel, 
the  son  of  his  only  child,  Mary  of  Burgundy,  wife 
of  Maximillian  I  of  Austria,  became  the  Grand 
Master  of  the  Order.  The  sovereignty  of  the 
order  remained  in  dispute  between  the  house  of 
Hapsburg  and  the  Kings  of  Spain,  until  Charles 
II  died  childless  in  1702.  Philip  V  of  Spain,  a 
Bourbon  and  the  grandson  of  Louis  IV  of  France, 
at  this  time  claimed  the  Grand  Mastership  of  the 
Order,  and  after  a  long  dispute  the  question  was 
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referred  to  the  Congress  of  Cambrai  in  1721,  when 
the  Order  was  recognized  both  for  Spain  and 
Austria  and  each  portion  independent  of  the  other. 
Since  the  World  War,  King  Albert  of  Belgium 
laid  claim  to  the  treasures  of  the  order,  in  the 
name  of  the  cities  of  Bruges,  Brussels  and  Ghent, 
but  this  was  rejected  by  a  committee  of  three 
jurists,  to  whom  the  question  had  been  referred  by 
the  Reparation  Commission  and  which  approved 
the  decision  of  the  Committee.  The  archives  and 
treasures  of  the  Order  remain  in  Vienna,  where 
they  had  been  transferred  from  Brussels  in  1700 
by  Charles  VI,  Emperor  of  Austria,  owing  to  the 
Frencli  wars.  The  Spanish  order  is  never  given 
to  an  Austrian  nor  is  the  Austrian  order  awarded 
to  a  Spaniard. 

The  order  has  always  ranked  as  the  most  illus¬ 
trious  and  distinguished  order  of  Spain;  it  was 
the  only  Spanish  order  which  was  not  abolished 
by  Joseph  Bonaparte  in  1808,  and  was  actually 
confirmed  by  him  in  1809.  “The  Duke  of  Welling¬ 
ton  was  created  a  grandee  of  the  first  class  of  the 
Spanish  Order  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  with  the  title 
of  the  Duke  of  Cuidad  Roderigo,  and  appointed 
Captain  General  of  the  Spanish  Armies.  His 
Grace  had  two  badges,  one  formerly  worn  by 
Emperor  Charles  V,  and  the  other  presented  to 
him  at  Madrid  by  the  Countess  de  Chincona,  a 
princess  of  the  Royal  house  of  Bourbon,  having 


18  SPANISH  ORDERS 


been  originally  the  property  of  the  Due”.1  The 
insignia  of  the  order  is  a  Golden  Fleece  suspended 
at  the  middle,  from  a  blue-enamelled  flint-stone, 
emitting  flames  of  fire,  enamelled  red,  which  in 
turn  is  hung  from  a  scroll  and  medallion.  The 
ribbon  is  bright  red.  The  grand  collar  of  the 
order  is  alternate  flint-stones  enamelled  blue  with 
red  flames  and  double  fusils  or  firesteels  interlaced 
to  represent  double  B’s  for  Burgundy.  The  insig¬ 
nia  of  the  Keeper  of  the  Rolls  (Le  Greffler)  is  an 
oval  medal  of  gold  (55  mm  x  45  mm)  composed 
of  rays  with  twelve  gold  balls  on  alternate  bars ; 
with  a  white-enamelled  oval  in  the  centre,  on 
which  is  a  miniature  of  the  badge,  encircled  by  a 
red-enamelled  band  looped  at  the  top.  This  oval 
is  surrounded  by  a  pointed  border  of  gold,  and 
the  decoration  is  suspended  by  a  bright  red  ribbon. 
The  insignia  of  the  Austrian  order  varies  at  the 
top  and  has,  on  a  scroll,  the  motto  Pretium  non 
vile  laborum  (Not  a  bad  reward  for  labour), 

ORDER  OF  ST.  JAMES  OF  THE  SWORD 
(Santiago  di  Campostella).  In  1175  this  order 
and  the  rules  governing  it  were  sanctioned  by  a 
bull  of  Pope  Alexander  III.  From  this  document 
we  learn  that  its  organization  had  taken  place  in 
1170.  There  is  also,  however,  evidence  that  this 
may  have  been  a  reorganization,  and  that  the 
rather  uncertain  traditions  which  assign  the  be- 
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ginnings  of  the  Order  of  Santiago  to  more  than 
a  century  before  this,  have  some  basis.2  What¬ 
ever  may  have  been  the  statutes  or  the  purposes 
governing  the  earlier  order,  after  1170  its  knights 
took  a  prominent  part  in  repelling  the  Moor  and 
in  upholding  the  faith.  With  the  passing  of  the 
years,  and  with  the  repression  of  the  Moors,  the 
wealth  of  the  order  increased  greatly,  as  did  also 
the  fame  and  prowess  of  its  members.  In  these 
regards  it  rivalled  the  other  Spanish  orders  such 
as  that  of  Alcantara.  In  1493,  its  property  was 
claimed  for  the  Crown  by  Ferdinand  and  Isabella. 
Membership  was  limited  to  the  nobility,  and  in 
1312  some  provision  for  the  admission  of  noble¬ 
women  was  made. 

The  badge  of  the  Order  is  of  enamel,  a  white 
oval,  edged  with  gold,  on  which  is  a  red  cross,  the 
arms  of  which  terminate  in  fleur-de-lis,  the  upper 
part  of  the  upright  being  heart-shaped,  the  lower 
shaped  like  a  sword.  The  oval  is  surmounted  by 
a  gold  trophy  of  flags  and  plumed  helmet,  the 
whole  suspended  by  a  bright  red  ribbon  of  watered- 
silk.  Portugal  has  an  Order  of  St.  James  of  the 
Sword,  of  which  Favine  says,3  “This  Order  St. 
“James  was  Established  likewise  in  Portugall, 
“where  it  attained  to  many  Commanderies,  con¬ 
fessing  Uclcs  to  be  Chiefe  of  the  Order:  until 
“the  time  of  the  King  of  Portugall  Dom  Denys,4 
“who  would  have  a  Great  Maister  and  Chiefe 
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“of  the  Order  alone  in  his  owne  Kingdome,  witli- 
“out  any  subjection  to  that  of  Castile.” 

ROYAL  ORDER  OF  MARIA  LOUISA. 
Founded  on  April  19,  1792,  by  Charles  IV  (1748- 
1819)  and  named  in  honour  of  his  Queen,  Maria 
Louisa  of  Parma.  The  order  has  but  one  class 
and  is  conferred  by  the  Queen  on  ladies  only.  It  is 
under  the  patronage  of  Saint  Ferdinand.  The 
insignia  is  a  gold  Maltese  cross,  enamelled  white 
with  wide  violet  edges.  Between  the  angles  are 
the  alternate  towers  and  lions  of  Castile  and  Ara¬ 
gon,  connected  by  gold  chains.  A  gold  laurel- 
wreath  surmounts  the  cross.  The  obverse  medal¬ 
lion  bears  the  effigy  of  St.  Ferdinand  in  royal 
robes,  and  crowned.  The  reverse  has  the  cipher 
of  the  Queen,  M.  L.  surrounded  by  the  legend 
REAL  ORDEN  DE  LA  REYNA  MARIA 
LUISA.  The  ribbon  is  violet  with  a  centre  band 
of  white. 

ROYAL  ORDER  OF  SPAIN.  This  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1809  by  Joseph  Bonaparte  to  reward 
those  who  were  loyal  to  the  Napoleonic  cause.  It 
was  abolished  in  1814  by  Ferdinand  VII  upon  his 
return  to  the  Spanish  throne.  There  are  three 
grades:  Grand  Cross,  Commanders  and  Chevaliers. 
The  insignia  is  a  five-pointed  red-enamelled  star, 
ball  tipped,  and  edged  with  gold.  On  the  gold 
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obverse  medallion  is  the  tower  of  Castile,  encir¬ 
cled  by  a  blue  band  inscribed  JOS.  NAPOLEO 
REX  HISP  ET  IND.  On  the  reverse  medallion 
is  the  lion  of  Aragon  within  a  blue-enamelled  band 
inscribed  VIRTUTE  ET  FIDE.  The  ribbon  is 
bright  red.  The  plaque  is  an  eight-pointed  star 
of  faceted  silver  rays,  on  which  is  a  five-pointed 
red-enamelled  star,  with  a  gold  lion  rampant  at 
the  centre. 

THE  RED  CROSS.  Founded  on  July  31,  1864, 
by  Royal  Decree.  It  is  divided  into  three  classes: 
the  plaque  of  honour  and  merit,  the  medal  of  gold 
and  the  silver  medal.  The  plaque  is  an  eight- 
pointed  silver-faceted  star  on  which  is  superim¬ 
posed  a  white-enamelled  gold-edged  Maltese  cross, 
with  a  gold  crown  above,  and  gold  castles  and 
facing  lions’  heads  in  the  angles  of  the  cross.  In 
the  medallion  is  the  red-enamelled  Geneva  cross 
encircled  by  a  black  band  with  gold  letters, 
OB  :CIVES  .SERVATOS.  The  gold  medal  is 
composed  of  eight-pointed  rays  of  gold  surmounted 
by  a  gold  mural  crown.  In  the  centre  of  the  rays 
is  a  red  cross  on  a  white  medallion,  encircled  by 
IN  HOC  SIGNO  SALUS.  This,  in  turn,  is 
surrounded  by  a  green-enamelled  wreath;  and 
under  the  white  centre  is  a  gold  shield  bearing  a 
white-enamelled  Maltese  cross.  The  gold  medal 
is  worn  suspended  from  a  neck  ribbon  of  white 
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with  a  wide  red  stripe  in  the  centre.  The  silver 
medal  is  round  with  a  mural  crown  above  and 
partly  resting  on  the  medal.  In  the  centre  is  the 
red  Geneva  cross  on  a  white  shield,  encircled  by  a 
green  laurel  wreath;  around  this,  on  a  white  band, 
is  IN  HOC  SIGNO  SALUS,  in  gold  letters.  At 
the  lower  part  and  under  the  shield  is  a  shield  of 
gold  bearing  a  white  Maltese  cross.  This  medal 
is  worn,  with  a  white  ribbon  with  wide  red  stripe 
in  the  centre,  and  suspended  from  a  gold  bar-pin. 

ROYAL  AND  MILITARY  ORDER  OF 
SAINT  HERM ENEGILDO.  Founded  on  No¬ 
vember  28,  1814,  by  Ferdinand  VII.  It  is  awarded 
to  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  for  long  and 
distinguished  service.  The  Saint  for  whom  the 
order  was  so  appropriately  named  was  the  son  of 
Leovigild,  the  last  of  the  Visigothic.  kings  holding 
to  Arianism.  Hermenegildo,  being  converted  to 
orthodox  Christianity  by  his  Frankish  wife,  headed 
an  unsuccessful  insurrection.  When  captured,  he 
refused  to  abjure  his  faith,  and  was  executed.  He 
was  canonized  by  Sixtus  V  during  the  reign  of 
Philip  II.  There  are  three  classes:  Grand  Cross, 
and  Knights  of  the  First  and  Second  Classes — 
awarded  according  to  rank  and  length  of  service. 
The  badge  is  a  white-enamelled  gold  cross,  patte, 
surmounted  by  a  royal  crown.  O11  the  obverse 
medallion  of  blue  enamel  is  a  gold  figure  of 
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Hermenegildo  on  horseback,  surrounded  by  a  blue 
band  inscribed  PREMIO  A  LA  CONST ANCIA 
MILITAR.  On  the  reverse  medallion  of  gold  is 
F.VI1.  The  ribbon  is  white  with  a  carmine  band 
in  the  centre  (formerly  it  was  of  violet  with  two 
white  stripes).  The  plaque  is  a  large  Maltese 
cross,  ball-tipped  with  silver  rays  in  the  angles. 
In  the  centre  is  a  replica  of  the  above  obverse 
medallion,  save  that  the  band  with  the  inscription 
is  enamel,  surrounded  by  a  laurel  wreath.  This 
order  was  conferred  upon  the  Duke  of  Welling¬ 
ton  in  1816,  by  the  King  of  Spain. 

ROYAL  AND  MILITARY  ORDER  OF 
SAINT  FERDINAND.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
Cortes  held  at  Cadiz  on  January  27,  1811,  during 
the  attempt  to  free  Spain  from  the  French  domina¬ 
tion,  it  was  proposed  to  institute  the  Order  of  the 
Sword  of  Saint  Ferdinand.  On  August  31  of 
that  year,  the  National  Order  of  Saint  Ferdinand 
was  adopted.  The  name  was  again  changed  on 
August  29,  1814,  to  the  Military  Order  of  Saint 
Ferdinand ;  and  on  January  19,  1815,  the  Royal 
and  Military  Order  of  Saint  Ferdinand  was 
founded  by  the  King,  Ferdinand  VII,  and  dedi¬ 
cated  to  Ferdinand  II  (1200-1252),  whose  body 
lies  buried  in  the  royal  chapel  of  the  Cathedral  of 
Seville.  The  order  was  reconfirmed  by  a  decree 
of  June  29,  1918,  issued  by  Alphonso  XIII.  The 
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decoration  is  awarded  for  exceptional  military  or 
naval  service,  to  officers  and  enlisted  men.  There 
are  five  classes:  the  first  and  lowest  consists  of  a 
gold  Maltese  cross,  ball-tipped,  of  white  enamel, 
bearing  on  the  obverse  medallion  a  figure  of  St. 
Ferdinand,  surrounded  by  a  blue  band  inscribed 
AL  MERITO  M1LITAR.  The  reverse  has  two 
globes,  crowned,  surrounded  by  a  blue  band  in¬ 
scribed  EL  REY  V  LA  P ATRIA.  The  various 
classes  of  this  order  are  issued  in  several  forms. 
The  lowest,  or  first  class,  has  the  cross  superim¬ 
posed  on  a  laurel  wreath  and  surmounted  by  a 
similar  wreath  for  suspension.  The  second  class 
is  without  the  laurel  wreath  above,  the  third  class 
is  like  the  first,  and  the  fourth  class  has  an  orna¬ 
mental  leaf  design  above  and  is  not  superimposed 
on  a  wreath.  The  fifth  or  highest  class  is  a  plaque 
of  faceted  silver  rays  forming  the  cross  superim¬ 
posed  on  a  green  laurel  wreath,  with  the  figure  of 
St.  Ferdinand  in  the  centre,  encircled  by  a  band 
inscribed  AL  MERITO  MILITAR.  The  plaques 
of  the  second  and  fourth  classes  have  four  red- 
enamelled  swords,  with  handles  meeting  in  the 
centre,  the  blades  forming  a  cross.  There  is  also 
a  small  silver  cross  for  privates,  which  does  not 
class  them  as  Knights.  Another  form  of  this 
decoration,  awarded  during  the  reign  of  Queen 
Christina  and  still  given  to  Generals  and  other 
high  officers,  is  styled  the  Cross  of  Saint  Ferdi- 
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nand  and  is  composed  of  four  swords  with  gold 
handles  and  red-enamelled  blades.  The  handles 
meet  at  the  centre  with  the  guards  forming  a 
circle,  while  the  blades  make  the  arms  of  the  cross. 
This  is  also  issued  superimposed  on  a  green  laurel 
wreath,  but  no  authority  for  this  variation  has 
been  found.  The  ribbon  for  this  decoration  is 
bright  red  with  a  yellow  stripe  each  side. 

The  highest  class  decoration  of  this  order  was 
presented  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington  on  April  29, 
1812,  by  the  Cortes  of  Spain,  and  later  in  that 
year  they  bestowed  on  him  the  estate  of  Soto  de 
Roma  in  Granada,  “in  the  name  of  the  Spanish 
Nation  in  testimony  of  its  sincere  gratitude”.  The 
decoration  was  also  awarded  to  other  British  offi¬ 
cers  who  assisted  Spain  during  the  Carlist  wars. 

ORDER  OF  ISABELLA  THE  CATHOLIC, 
often  called  the  Royal  American  Order  of  Isabella 
the  Catholic,  was  founded  on  March  24,  1815,  by 
Ferdinand  VII,  as  a  reward  for  loyalty  either  in 
the  kingdom  or  in  the  American  colonies  of  Spain. 
Later  it  was  awarded  for  merit.  It  was  placed 
under  the  patronage  of  St.  Isabella  (1451-1504), 
surnamed  la  Catolica,  Queen  of  Castile  and  wife 
of  Ferdinand  of  Aragon.  It  was  during  the  reign 
of  Isabella  the  Catholic  that  Columbus  discovered 
America,  and  during  the  reign  of  Ferdinand  VII, 
the  founder  of  this  order,  that  Florida  was  sold 
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to  the  United  States  (1819),  and  that  most  of  the 
other  American  colonies  were  lost  to  Spain.  One 
of  the  objects  in  establishing  this  order,  appar¬ 
ently,  was  to  reward  certain  of  the  American 
colonial  officials  and  dignitaries. 

There  are  five  grades :  Grand  Cross,  Command¬ 
ers  with  plaque,  Commanders,  Chevaliers  and 
Chevaliers  of  the  Silver  Cross.  The  insignia  is 
a  red-enamelled  Maltese  cross,  indented  at  the 
extremities,  with  wide-edged  gold  borders  and  ball- 
tipped  points,  surmounted  by  a  green  laurel 
wreath,  and  with  gold  rays  in  the  angles.  On  the 
obverse  medallion  are  the  pillars  of  Hercules  5  in¬ 
scribed  PLUS  ULTRA,  and  two  blue  globes 
crowned,  surrounded  by  a  white  band  inscribed 
A  LA  LEALTAD  AC  RI  SOL AD  A. 

On  the  reverse  medallion  is  FR  7  crowned, 
within  a  white  band  inscribed  POR  ISABEL  LA 
CATO LIC A.  The  cross  of  the  fifth  class  is  all 
silver  and  with  no  rays  in  the  angles  and  no 
enamel.  The  plaque  of  the  first  class  is  similar  to 
the  obverse  of  the  cross,  minus  the  laurel  wreath, 
with  gold  rays  in  the  angles  and  with  both  the 
above  mottoes  on  the  encircling  band.  The  plaque 
of  the  second  class  is  smaller  and  has  the  cipher 
of  the  reigning  monarch  in  the  centre.  The  ribbon 
is  white  with  broad  yellow  lateral  stripes. 

Some  authorities  state  that  a  silver  medal  of 
the  order  was  given  to  a  number  of  the  American 
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Indian  subjects,  though  this  is  not  confirmed.  A 
sixth  class  was  instituted  in  April,  1907,  by 
Alphonso  XIII,  consisting  of  silver  and  bronze 
medals,  32  mm.  in  diameter,  bearing  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  a  replica  of  the  cross  without  the  rays,  and 
on  the  reverse  the  crowned  monogram  of  Ferdi¬ 
nand  VII. 

To  judge  from  the  varieties  of  this  decoration, 
they  were  very  generously  bestowed  and  not  very 
highly  valued. 

ORDER  OF  MARIA  ISABELLA  LOUISA 
or  ISABELLA  II.  Founded  on  June  19,  1833, 
by  Ferdinand  VII,  in  honour  of  his  daughter  by 
his  fourth  wife,  Maria  Christina  of  Naples.  Its 
purpose  was  to  reward  men  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  who  were  loyal  to  the  Infanta,  the  presump¬ 
tive  heiress.  As  Ferdinand  had  no  sons,  he  abol¬ 
ished  the  Salic  law  in  Spain  about  1830,  and  at  his 
death  in  1833,  Maria  Isabella  Louisa  was  pro¬ 
claimed  Queen.  The  Carlist  war  resulted.  For 
officers,  the  decoration  is  a  white-enamelled  cross 
moline,  with  a  gold  crown  above.  On  the  obverse 
medallion,  in  a  red-enamelled  field,  is  a  gold  bust 
of  the  Queen  encircled  by  a  blue  band  inscribed 
ISABEL  II  REIN  A  DE  ESP  AN  A.  On  the  re¬ 
verse,  in  a  red  field  is  M.  I.  L.  encircled  by  a  blue 
band  inscribed  AL  VALORE  MILITAR.  The 
cross  for  non-commissioned  officers  is  of  silver, 
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bearing  on  the  obverse  an  oval  medallion  with  the 
initials  M.  I.  L.  The  reverse  is  plain  and  the  rib¬ 
bon  is  light  blue.  After  1839,  the  decoration  was 
awarded  for  service  in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  ten 
years  or  over.  Many  of  these  decorations  were 
awarded  to  the  detachment  of  Royal  Artillery  and 
Marines,  who  formed  part  of  the  British  volun¬ 
teer  forces  under  General  Sir  De  Lacy  Evans 
K.C.B.,  who  in  1835  was  sent  in  command  of  the 
“Spanish  Legion”  of  ten  thousand  troops,  to  aid 
the  Queen  against  Don  Carlos.  Evans  remained 
two  years  and  gained  several  brilliant  victories. 
The  cross  in  silver  was  also  given  to  the  British 
men  for  service  at  San  Sebastian  on  May  5,  1836, 
and  at  Bilbao  on  December  24,  1836. 

ORDER  OF  MILITARY  MERIT.  Maria 
Isabelle  Louisa  (Isabelle  II)  was  dethroned  in 
1868  as  a  result  of  the  Civil  War.  The  attempt  of 
the  Carlists  to  secure  the  throne  was  a  continuous 
source  of  trouble  during  her  reign  of  thirty-five 
years.  In  order  to  reward  her  adherents,  Isabella 
founded  this  order  on  August  3,  1864,  for  the  mili¬ 
tary  and  civilians  and  for  deeds  not  of  sufficient 
importance  to  warrant  the  conferring  of  higher 
orders.  It  was  reconfirmed  on  December  30,  1889, 
and  is  now  awarded  for  individual  merit  in  mili¬ 
tary  operations  to  officers  and  soldiers  and  also  to 
civilians. 
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The  decoration  is  a  plain  gold-edged,  red- 
enamelled  cross  surmounted  by  a  royal  crown,  the 
upper  arm  of  which  is  partly  plain.  In  this  plain 
space  is  engraved  the  action  and  date  for  which 
the  award  is  made.  The  circular  medallion  bears 
the  Arms  of  Spain  with  a  Bourbon  shield  in  the 
centre.  The  reverse  medallion  bears  the  initials 
of  the  founder,  Y  2,  and  sometimes  those  of  the 
reigning  sovereign.  When  awarded  to  pensioners 
and  for  services  not  in  actual  combat,  the  cross  is 
red  with  a  white  band  on  each  cross-arm.  The 
ribbon  is  red  with  a  white  -stripe  in  the  centre 
when  awarded  for  war  service.  For  the  troops, 
the  cross  is  all  silver  with  no  enamel  and  the 
ribbon  is  white  with  a  red  centre. 

The  plaque  is  an  eight-pointed  star  of  faceted 
rays  on  which  is  a  duplication  of  the  obverse  of 
the  cross  with  fleurs-de-lis  in  the  angles  and  a 
crown  on  the  upper  cross-arm  instead  of  sur¬ 
mounting  it. 

ORDER  OF  NAVAL  MERIT.  This  was 
founded  August  3,  1866,  for  the  men  of  the  Navy 
under  conditions  similar  to  those  of  the  Order  of 
Military  Merit.  The  decoration  is  similar,  except 
that  the  lower  cross  arm  is  longer,  and  in  place  of 
the  medallion  a  gold  anchor  is  superimposed.  The 
ribbon  is  red  with  a  broad  yellow  stripe  in  the 
centre.  The  cross  for  Pensioners  has  a  white 
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stripe  on  each  of  the  arms  and  the  ribbon  is  white 
with  a  blue  stripe  in  the  centre. 

Another  cross  of  Merit  for  the  Navy  was 
founded  September  22,  1816,  to  be  given  to  those 
who  took  part  in  the  War  of  Independence  of 
1808,  and  a  description  will  be  found  under  the 
decorations  for  that  period. 

ORDER  OE  CIVIL  MERIT.  This  resembles 
the  cross  of  Military  Merit,  except  that  the  enamel 
is  white  and  the  ribbon  is  white  with  a  red  stripe 
in  the  centre. 

ORDER  OE  AGRICULTURAL  MERIT. 
1  his  was  founded  on  December  1,  1905,  by 
Alphonso  XIII,  for  those  eminent  in  agriculture. 
I  here  are  three  grades:  gold  with  a  green  ribbon, 
silver  with  a  green  and  silver  ribbon,  and  copper 
with  a  green  knot  of  ribbon,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  award.  The  decoration  is  a  white- 
enamelled  Maltese  cross,  douhle-pointed  and  ball- 
tipped.  in  the  centre  of  which  is  a  medallion  with 
the  symbols  of  agriculture.  On  the  reverse  is 
engraved  the  name  of  the  recipient,  the  date  and 
cause  of  award. 

ORDER  OF  BENEFICENCTA.  Founded  on 
May  17,  1856,  by  Isabella  II  (1830-1904),  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Ferdinand  VII,  in  recognition  of  humane 
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and  charitable  work.  Some  authorities  give  Ferdi¬ 
nand  VII  credit  for  its  recreation  in  1820  at  the 
time  of  the  cholera  epidemic  in  Manila,  but  that 
decoration  differs  materially  (See  page  88). 
There  are  three  grades  for  the  Order  of  Charity: 
Grand  Cross,  Commanders  and  Chevaliers,  and 
these  are  awarded  both  to  men  and  to  women. 
The  decoration  is  a  six-pointed,  ball-tipped  star, 
enamelled  white  with  black  edges ;  gold  rays  are 
in  the  angles,  and  the  whole  is  surmounted  by  a 
palm  wreath.  In  the  centre  red  medallion  is  a 
gold  figure  of  Charity  with  children,  surrounded 
by  a  band,  on  which  is  inscribed  A  LA  CARI- 
DAD.  The  medallion  on  the  reverse  has  in  the 
centre  the  cipher  of  the  founder  V  2  surrounded 
by  the  words  BENEFICENCIA  PUBLIC  A.  The 
ribbon  is  white  with  a  black  band  on  each  side. 
The  plaque  of  the  first  class  consists  of  the  six- 
pointed  star  as  above  described,  superimposed  on 
a  gold  laurel  wreath  and  rays  of  faceted  silver. 

CIVIL  ORDER  OF  ALPHONSO  XII.  This 
order  was  founded  on  May  23,  1902,  by  King 
Alphonso  XIII  in  honour  of  his  father  who  died 
in  1885.  Alphonso  XIII  (Leon-Ferdinand-Marie- 
Jacques-Isidore-Paschal-Antoine)  the  posthumous 
son  of  Alphonso  XII  and  Marie  Christine  (Arch- 
Duchess  of  Austria),  was  born  in  Madrid  on  May 
1 7,  1886,  and  proclaimed  King  of  Spain  on  the 
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day  of  his  birth.  His  mother  ruled  as  Regent 
during  his  minority,  and  he  is  the  only  surviving 
ruler  of  that  once  powerful  Bourbon  family  from 
which  so  many  European  kings  have  sprung,  and 
who  have  held  such  power  in  the  politics  of  the 
continent. 

The  order  is  bestowed  for  literary  and  artistic 
merit  and  is  composed  of  three  classes:  Grand 
Cross,  Commanders  and  Chevaliers.  The  badge 
is  composed  of  rays  of  violet  enamel,  on  which 
is  a  radiant  disc  representing  the  sun.  Superim¬ 
posed  thereon  and  within  a  gold  palm  and  green 
laurel  wreath,  is  an  eagle  with  spread  wings. 
Above  the  eagle  is  A  XII,  crowned — below,  AL- 
TIORA-PETO  and  a  shield  bearing  the  Arms  of 
Spain.  The  ribbon  is  violet.  The  plaque  is  simi¬ 
lar  to  the  badge  but  larger,  and  the  Commanders 
wear  a  large  violet  silk  button  on  their  ribbon. 

ROYAL  ORDER  OF  MARIA  CHRISTINA. 
Founded  by  Alphonso  XIII  on  July  19,  1889,  f°r 
the  Army,  and  in  January  of  the  following  year 
for  the  Navy.  It  was  discontinued  on  June  19, 
1918,  but  reinstated  March  16,  1925.  It  is  to 
reward  distinguished  individual  merit,  and  when 
given  to  Generals  or  Colonels  is  all  gold;  for 
Majors  and  Lieutenant-Colonels,  it  is  of  silver 
and  gold,  and  for  junior  officers  and  enlisted  men, 
it  is  of  bronze  and  gold.  The  decoration  is  a 


4  2 


SPANISH  ORDERS 


plaque  of  faceted  rays  on  which  is  superimposed 
a  cross  with  laurel  wreath  entwined  and  four 
swords  with  hilts  outward.  The  arms  of  the  cross 
have  curved  ends  and  bear  on  the  upper  arm  a 
gold  crown;  on  the  others,  a  gold  fleur-de-lis.  In 
the  centre  are  the  Arms  of  Spain  in  colour,  sur¬ 
rounded  hv  a  blue  band  inscribed  AL  MERITO 
EN  C  AMP  AN  A.  The  cross  is  similar  to  the 
plaque  but  smaller,  and  the  ribbon  is  red  and 
yellow  with  a  white  stripe  on  each  side,  and 
carmine  edges. 
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In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  there  were  many 
other  decorations  established  and  bestowed  upon 
the  Army,  Navy  and  civilians  for  their  efforts  to 
support  the  throne  of  Spain.  These  are  given 
below  in  order  of  the  events.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  many  of  them  were  not  founded  until  long 
after  the  occurrences  for  which  they  were  be¬ 
stowed.  In  probably  no  other  country  have  there 
been  so  many  decorations  given  for  military  ser¬ 
vice  and  of  so  great  a  variety.  It  seems  as  if  the 
designers  of  these  have  vied  with  each  other  in 
making  each  new  decoration  entirely  different 
from  its  predecessor. 

CROSS  FOR  SAPPERS  AT  ALCALA  DE 
HENARES,  1808.  Founded  on  October  1,  1S17, 
and  awarded  to  the  two  Companies  of  Sappers 
and  Engineers  under  General  Legues,  who,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  French  invasion  after  the  events 
at  Madrid  in  1808,  refused  to  serve  under  the 
French,  and  assisted  in  saving  the  flags,  the  mili¬ 
tary  stores  and  arms  of  the  first  division,  and  in 
escaping  from  Alcala  de  Henares  on  May  2,  1808, 
and  fleeing  to  Sierra  de  Cuenca. 
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The  decoration  is  a  gold  cross  ball-tipped  and 
enamelled  red,  with  blue  triangles  of  enamel  at 
the  ends  of  the  cross  arms,  and  the  whole  sur¬ 
mounted  by  a  royal  crown.  A  white  medallion  in 
the  centre  bears  six  mountain  peaks,  from  one  of 
which  flies  a  white  flag  bearing  the  letters  Z.  M. 
P.,  the  initials  of  Zapadorcs  (sappers) ,  Minadores 
(miners)  and  Pont  oner  os  (pontoon  men).  This 
is  encircled  by  a  white  band  inscribed  Ml  LEAL- 
TAD  Y  VALOR  TE  CON SERV ARON.  On 
the  blue  reverse  medallion  is  SALIDO  DE  LOS 
ZAP  ADO  RES  MAYO  DE  1808.  The  ribbon 
is  bright  red. 

CROSS  FOR  VALENQAY  1808.  When  Fer¬ 
dinand  VII  was  sent  to  Valenqay  (Indre)  by  the 
French  in  May,  1808,  he  was  accompanied  by  a 
number  of  faithful  adherents.  He  remained  in 
the  home  of  Talleyrand  for  five  years,  returning 
to  Spain  in  March  of  1814,  when  Napoleon’s  Em¬ 
pire  was  tottering.  On  August  23rd  of  that  year, 
he  instituted  this  decoration  for  those  who  had 
gone  with  him  into  exile.  It  is  a  blue-enamelled 
Greek  cross  surmounted  by  a  gold  crown.  On  the 
ends  of  the  cross  and  in  the  angles  are  gold  flames, 
and  on  the  blue-enamelled  medallion  is  a  gold  head 
of  the  founder  surrounded  by  a  white  band  in¬ 
scribed  FER  NAN  DO  7°  1814.  The  reverse 
medallion  of  light  blue  has  in  the  centre  a  dog,  of 
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gold,  beneath  which  is  FIDES ,  surrounded  by  two 
chains  and  V ALEN^AY  1808.  The  ribbon  is 
violet. 

CROSS  FOR  ADHERENTS  OF  THE 
KING.  The  Spanish  subjects  who  by  their  loy¬ 
alty  to  the  king,  incurred  the  displeasure  of  Don 
Manuel  Godoy,  the  Prince  of  Peace,  were  in¬ 
terned  by  him  in  the  Chateau  of  St.  Laurenzo.  To 
honour  these  loyal  subjects,  Ferdinand  VII 
founded  this  decoration  on  December  5,  1814.  It 
is  a  white-enamelled  cross  moline  with  gilt  balls 
in  the  angles,  and  surmounted  by  a  green  laurel 
wreath.  On  the  blue  medallion  encircled  by  a  red 
band  is  a  golden  grid  and  a  palm.  The  reverse 
medallion  of  blue  is  inscribed  POR  EL  REY  / 
P REM  10  /  A  LA  INO  /  CENCIA.  The  ribbon 
is  bright  red. 

MEDAL  OF  SUFFERING  FOR  THE 
COUNTRY.  Ferdinand  VII  created  this  by 
Royal  Decree  on  November  6,  1814,  as  a  reward 
to  those  who  were  taken  prisoner  by  the  French 
during  the  war  for  Independence.  By  a  later 
Decree  of  November  5,  1900,  it  was  awarded  to 
all  who  were  captured  during  the  Cuban  and 
Philippine  war,  and  by  a  Decree  of  July  7,  1921, 
for  those  wounded  in  the  service  or  captured  in 
meritorious  action. 
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It  is  issued  in  gold  for  officers  and  cadets,  in 
silver  for  others,  and  is  32  mm.  in  diameter.  In 
the  centre  is  a  castle  tower  surrounded  by  the 
inscription  SUFRIMIENTO  FOR  LA  P ATRIA, 
around  which  is  a  chain  within  two  narrow  lines; 
the  whole  being  encircled  with  a  laurel  wreath 
which  forms  the  edge  of  the  medal.  The  ribbon 
is  yellow,  with  narrow  green  stripes  at  each  side, 
for  those  captured ;  and  for  the  wounded,  a  red 
cross  is  embroidered  on  the  ribbon. 

CROSS  FOR  CIVILIANS  IN  FRANCE. 
Founded  on  June  14,  1815,  by  Ferdinand  VII,  and 
awarded  to  those  who  were  transported  to  France 
on  account  of  their  opinions  and  who  refused  to 
recognize  the  Bonaparte  rule.  The  decoration  is 
a  red-enamelled  Maltese  cross  edged  with  gold  and 
surmounted  by  a  gold  laurel  wreath ;  on  the  blue 
medallion  is  an  effigy  of  the  king  in  gold,  encir¬ 
cled  by  a  white  band  inscribed  OB  EXILIUM 
FRO  REGE  ET  P ATRIA;  and  on  the  reverse 
is  the  name  of  the  king,  FERNANDO  VII.  The 
ribbon  is  of  green  with  a  white  stripe  on  each  side. 

MEDAL  FOR  VICTIMS  OF  MAY  2,  1808. 
The  widows,  children  and  near  relatives  of  the 
victims  of  the  tumult  in  Madrid  on  May  2,  1808, 
when  the  French  first  invaded  Spain,  were 
awarded  this  decoration  by  Ferdinand  VII  by  a 
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Decree  of  October  27,  1815.  It  is  an  oval  silver 
medal  bearing  on  the  obverse  branches  of  palm 
and  laurel,  in  letters  of  black,  F°  VII  A  LAS 
VICTIM  AS  DEL  2  DE  MAYO.  Above  the  in¬ 
scription  is  a  small  wreath.  On  the  reverse  is 
PRO  /  P ATRIA  MORI  /  AETERNUM  /  VI- 
JrERE.  The  ribbon  is  black  moire  silk. 

CROSS  OF  ST.  GEORGE  FOR  JUNTA  OF 
CATALONIA.  Instituted  on  January  15,  1810, 
by  the  Supreme  Junta  and  confirmed  by  Ferdi¬ 
nand  VII  on  March  12,  1815,  to  reward  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Junta  of  Catalonia  for  their  zeal  and 
patriotism  at  the  beginning  of  the  French  inva¬ 
sion  of  1808.  It  is  a  gold  Maltese  cross  with  a 
red-enamelled  Greek  cross  in  the  centre,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  a  green  laurel  wreath,  and  surmounted 
by  a  knot  of  gold  ribbon,  a  fleur-de-lis  and  a 
scroll.  The  reverse  is  plain;  the  ribbon  is  red. 

CROSS  FOR  CABINET  COURIERS.  These 
necessary  and  valuable  officials  were  awarded  this 
decoration  for  service  rendered  during  the  War 
of  Independence.  It  was  instituted  on  July  9, 
1815,  by  Ferdinand  VII.  It  is  a  cross,  the  arms 
of  which  are  formed  by  four  gold  fleur-de-lis. 
These  are  connected  by  a  green  laurel  wreath  and 
the  whole  is  surmounted  bv  a  gold  crown.  In 
the  centre  is  a  large  red  medallion  on  which  is  an 
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effigy  of  the  King,  surrounded  by  a  white  band 
inscribed  VALOR  Y  CONSTANCIA  POR  SU 
REY  Y  P ATRIA.  On  the  white  reverse  medal¬ 
lion  is  LOS  CORREOS  DE  CABINETTE.  The 
ribbon  is  green  with  a  red  stripe  in  the  centre. 

CROSS  FOR  ALCOLEA  1808.  On  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  June  7,  1808,  the  Spanish  troops  under 
Echevaria  defended  the  bridge  across  the  Guadal¬ 
quivir  at  the  village  of  Alcolea  (in  Andalusia) 
to  resist  the  invasion  of  their  country.  The 
French  troops  under  General  Dupont  outclassed 
the  natives,  who  retired  defeated.  On  June  3, 
1815,  the  cross  was  authorized  by  Ferdinand  VII. 
It  was  of  gold  for  the  officers,  and  of  silver  for 
the  privates  who  had  distinguished  themselves  in 
this  engagement.  It  consists  of  two  crossed  logs 
in  the  form  of  a  St.  Andrews  Cross,  enamelled 
red,  surmounted  by  laurel  and  palm  branches  tied 
with  a  ribbon,  and  with  a  tassel  below.  On  the 
obverse  medallion  of  white  is  a  triple-arched 
bridge,  around  which  in  gold  letters  is  LA  BA- 
TALLA  DE  ALCOLEA.  The  reverse  medallion 
is  inscribed  LTBERTAD  DE  ESPANA  7  DE 
JUNIO  1808.  The  ribbon  is  green. 

MEDAL  FOR  BAILEN  1808.  Created  on 
August  11,  1808,  by  the  Junta  of  Seville  in  the 
name  of  the  King  (Ferdinand  VII),  and  awarded 
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to  the  Andalusian  army,  under  General  Castahos 
who  defeated  the  French  Army  of  20,000,  under 
General  Dupont,  and  compelled  their  surrender  on 
July  19,  1808,  at  Bailen,  a  small  town  command¬ 
ing  the  passes  of  the  Sierra  Morena.  Dupont  was 
on  his  way  to  Cadiz  and  was  hampered  at  every 
turn  by  the  Spaniards  who  bitterly  resented  the 
Napoleonic  domination.  This  was  after  the  Lit¬ 
tle  Corsican  had  placed  his  brother  Joseph  on 
the  throne  and  incarcerated  Ferdinand  at  Valen- 
qay  (Indre). 

The  decoration  is  an  oval  gilt  medal,  having 
in  the  centre  two  crossed  swords  tied  with  a 
ribbon,  from  which  hangs  an  inverted  eagle.  In 
the  upper  part  of  the  field  is  a  laurel  wreath  and 
a  scroll  which  bears  the  legend  BAILEN  19  DE 
JULIO  1808.  The  ribbon  is  red  with  a  yellow 
stripe  in  the  centre. 

CROSS  FOR  SARAGOSSA  1808-1809.  Fer¬ 
dinand  VII  authorized  this  cross  on  August  30, 
1814,  for  those  who  had  distinguished  themselves 
in  the  defense  of  Saragossa  in  Aragon  from  June 
16  to  August  14,  1808,  when  the  Spaniards  under 
Don  Jose  De  Palafox  and  Calvo  di  Rozas,  de¬ 
feated  the  French  troops  under  Marshal  Lefebvre. 
who  was  compelled  to  retreat  to  Pampeluna. 
When  the  French  again  attacked  the  city  in  De¬ 
cember,  1808,  the  Spanish  were  compelled  to  sur- 
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render  on  February  20,  1809,  after  having  lost 
nearly  60,000  men.  The  Maltese  cross,  of  gold 
for  officers  and  of  bronze  for  the  soldiers,  is  red 
enamelled  with  broad  ends  surmounted  by  a  mural 
crown,  and  bears  on  an  oval  white  medallion, 
within  a  laurel  wreath,  a  figure  of  St.  Mary  on  a 
pedestal.  On  the  blue  reverse  medallion  is  EL 
REY  A  LS.  DEF  DE  ZAR  (The  king  to  the 
defenders  of  Saragossa).  The  ribbon  is  yellow 
with  four  narrow  red  stripes.  Don  Jose  Velasco 
Duenas,  writing  in  1843,  says  the  cross  for  the 
first  siege  of  the  city  in  1808  was  founded  March 
25,  1817,  and  that  it  is  white-enamelled  and  sur¬ 
mounted  by  a  laurel  wreath,  with  a  red  medallion 
on  the  obverse.  The  cross  for  those  who  took 
part  in  both  sieges  was  enamelled  half  red  and 
half  white,  with  a  royal  crown  surmounting  it  and 
with  fleurs-de-lis  in  the  angles;  on  the  upper  cross 
arm  is  a  mural  crown  and  on  the  lower  a  laurel 
wreath.  Both  medallions  are  blue,  and  the  motto 
is  EL  REY  A  LOS  DEFENSORES  DE  ZARA- 
GOSA  EN  SU  1 0  Y  2°  SITIOS.  The  ribbon  is 
light  blue  with  two  narrow  stripes  of  red  and 
two  of  yellow  on  either  side. 

CROSS  FOR  LERIN.  Founded  on  July  23, 
18 1 1 ,  by  the  Council  of  the  Regency  and  awarded 
to  the  Cadiz  Rifle  Battalion  who  defended  the 
town  of  Lerin  on  October  25,  26  and  27,  1808. 
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The  decoration  is  a  white-enamelled  Maltese  cross 
surmounted  by  a  gold  laurel  wreath  and  with  gold 
fleur-de-lis  in  the  angles.  The  obverse  green 
medallion  bears  the  figure  of  a  lion  resting  its 
paw  on  two  globes,  with  the  word  LERIN  below. 
The  reverse  medallion,  also  of  green  has  LERIN 
25  26  27  OBRE  1808.  The  ribbon  is  green 
watered-silk.  The  officers  were  awarded  this 
cross,  and  the  privates  received  a  bronze  medal. 

CROSS  FOR  MENJIBAR,  JULY  16,  1808. 
Created  on  April  18,  1 8 1 6,  by  the  King,  for  the 
troops  of  the  Andalusian  army  under  General 
Theodore  Reding,  who  defended  the  ferry  at  Men- 
jibar  on  that  date.  The  decoration  is  a  red- 
enamelled  cross,  superimposed  on  a  white  cross 
with  gold  balls  at  the  extremities  of  the  arms; 
fleurs-de-lis  are  in  the  angles  and  the  whole  is 
surrounded  by  a  green  laurel  wreath.  The  obverse 
medallion  of  blue  has  in  the  centre  a  morion,  a 
cuirass,  and  crossed  behind  them  a  sword  and 
lance.  The  reverse  of  blue  is  inscribed  F.  VII 
surrounded  by  MENJIBAR  16  DE  JULIO  1808. 
The  ribbon  is  blue  with  a  red  stripe  each  side. 
Another  cross  is  described  by  an  Italian  authority 
as  having  on  the  reverse,  MEN J I  BAR  16  DE  OC., 
1808  for  a  battle  which  occurred  on  that  date. 
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CROSS  FOR  PORTUGAL  1808.  Founded  on 
June  22,  1815,  by  Ferdinand  VII,  for  the  Spanish 
troops,  who,  in  1808,  forsook  the  French  army  at 
Guya,  in  Portugal,  on  the  outbreak  of  the  War  of 
Independence,  and  joined  the  forces  fighting  for 
their  King.  The  decoration  is  a  white-enamelled, 
ball-tipped  cross  surmounted  by  a  trophy  of  arms, 
and  with  fleurs-de-lis  in  the  angles.  The  obverse 
medallion  of  blue  is  PRO  FERNANDO  VII. 
The  reverse  centre  has  PORTUGAL  ANO  DE 
1808.  The  ribbon  is  white  with  blue  edges. 

CROSS  FOR  BUBIERCA  1808.  Founded  on 
May  30,  1816,  by  Ferdinand  VII,  for  the  troops 
engaged  in  the  affair  at  Bubierca  on  November 
29,  1808.  It  is  a  gold  cross,  saltier,  with  the 
arms  of  white  enamel  divided  in  the  manner 
styled  molinc.  The  whole  is  suspended  from  the 
crown  between  the  upper  arms.  On  a  gold  cen¬ 
tre  medallion  is  POR  F.  VII ,  encircled  by  a  white 
band  inscribed  EN  BUBIERCA  29  DE  NOVI- 
EMBRE  1808.  The  ribbon  is  yellow. 

CROSS  FOR  ROSAS  1808.  Founded  on  May 
2,  1821,  by  Ferdinand  VII,  for  those  who  took 
part  in  the  defense  of  Rosas  and  the  castle  of 
Trinidad,  on  November  7,  12  and  23,  1808.  It  is 
a  ball-tipped  cross,  enamelled  'rose-colour  and  sur¬ 
mounted  by  a  green  laurel  wreath.  On  the  white 
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obverse  medallion  is  a  picture  of  the  breach  in 
the  wall  of  the  fortress  of  Rosas,  above  which  is 
a  Spanish  flag.  The  whole  is  encircled  by  a  band 
inscribed  CON  BKECHA  ME  DEFENDE  On 
the  reverse  medallion  of  blue,  are  three  red  roses 
surrounded  by  a  white  band  inscribed  A  LOS 
DEFENSORES  DE  ROSAS  POR  FERNAN¬ 
DO  VIE  The  ribbon  is  dark  green  edged  with 
rose. 

CROSS  FOR  MADRID  1808.  To  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  capital  city,  who  valiantly  resisted 
the  entrance  of  the  French  on  December  1,  2 
and  3,  1808,  Ferdinand  awarded  this  cross  on 
May  13,  1817.  It  is  a  green-enamelled  Maltese 
cross  with  flames  in  the  angles,  and  surmounted 
by  a  gold  crown.  On  the  oval  medallion  is  a 
mailed  right  arm  holding  an  upright  sword,  en¬ 
circled  by  a  white  band  on  which  is  inscribed 
AL  VALOR  Y  FI  DELID  AD  DE  MADRID. 
The  reverse  medallion  has  the  arms  of  Madrid 
encircled  by  a  white  band  inscribed  EN  LOS 
TRES  PRIMEROS  DIAS  DE  DICIEMBRE 
DE  18GS.  The  ribbon  is  bright  red  with  a  white 
stripe  each  side. 

CROSS  FOR  ASTURIAN  ARMY  1808.  On 
June  4,  1815,  the  King  authorized  this  insignia 
for  the  Army  Corps  which  defended  Asturia 
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against  Marshal  Ney  and  Generals  Kellennan 
and  Bonnet.  It  is  a  white-enamelled  cross  with 
a  red  triangle  terminating  each  of  the  arms.  The 
whole  is  surmounted  hv  a  green  wreath  of  oak 
and  laurel.  The  blue  medallion  has  a  white  cross 
(the  Arms  of  Asturia)  in  the  centre,  encircled 
by  a  white  band  inscribed  ASTURIAS  NUNCA 
VENCIDA.  On  the  reverse  of  white  is  EXER- 
C IT O  ASTURIAXO  180S.  The  ribbon  is  half 
red  and  half  yellow. 

MEDAL  FOR  TAR  ANCON  1808.  Awarded 
for  the  army  commanded  by  General  Don  Fran- 
ciscus  Xavier  de  Venegas  for  the  engagement 
of  Tarancon  in  New  Castile,  on  December  25, 
1808.  It  was  founded  on  June  12,  1815,  by  Fer¬ 
dinand  VII.  The  decoration  is  an  oval  surmounted 
by  two  crossed  flags  and  a  gold  mace.  In  the 
white  centre  is  IX  FAN  /  TER  I A  /  INVENCI 
/  BEE.  This  is  encircled  by  a  green  laurel  wreath, 
and  again  by  a  band  inscribed  EX  TARANCON 
III  A  25  DE  DICIEMBRE  I1EL  A  NO  DE  180S. 
The  ribbon  is  red.  This  medal  was  awarded  in 
gold  to  the  officers,  in  silver  to  the  junior  officers 
and  in  bronze  to  the  privates. 

CROSS  FOR  THE  NAVY  1808.  Founded  on 
September  22,  1816,  and  awarded  to  the  men  of 
the  Royal  Navy  who  took  part  in  the  War  of 
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Independence  of  1808.  The  decoration  ’s  of  gold 
for  the  officers  and  of  silver  for  the  sailors.  It 
is  a  white-enamelled,  ball-tipped,  cross,  surmounted 
by  a  wreath  and  superimposed  on  a  blue-enamelled 
anchor.  The  oval  medallion  of  red  bears  a  gold 
bust  of  the  King  while  the  obverse  bears  the 
cipher  F  VII  surrounded  by  AL  VALOR  DE 
LOS  MARINOS.  The  ribbon  is  red  with  a  yel¬ 
low  stripe  in  the  centre. 

CROSS  FOR  PROVINCIAL  JUNTA  1808. 
Founded  on  November  2,  1818,  and  awarded  to 
the  members  of  the  various  Provincial  Juntas  for 
their  services  to  the  kingdom  during  the  French 
invasion  of  1808.  It  is  a  cross,  ball-tipped,  with 
golden  fleur-de-lis  in  the  angles,  and  surmounted 
by  a  royal  crown.  The  arms  of  the  cross  are 
of  purple  enamel,  rimmed  with  white  and  edged 
with  gold.  On  the  obverse  oval  blue  medallion 
is  a  gold  bust  of  the  King,  encircled  by  a  white 
hand  inscribed  AL  ZELO  Y  CONSTANCY  A  DE 
LA  JUNTA  PROVINCIAL.  The  reverse  medal¬ 
lion  bears  the  arms  of  the  province,  varying  with 
each  Junta.  The  ribbon  is  of  five  equal  stripes, 
one  of  black  in  the  centre,  two  of  red  adjacent, 
and  white  at  the  edges. 


BRACELET  FOR  THE  WOMEN  OF  THE 
CADTZ  JUNTA  1808.  Founded  on  July  27,  1815, 
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and  awarded  to  women  for  loyalty  or  distinguished 
service  during  the  trying  years  of  180S-1809  of  the 
French  invasion.  It  is  a  gold  oval,  to  be  attached 
to  a  bracelet.  On  a  blue  held  is  a  crowned  mantle, 
within  which  is  the  King’s  cipher  F  VII.  On 
an  encircling  white  band  is  A  LA  JUNTA  PAT¬ 
RIOTIC  A  DE  SEN  OR  AS  DE  CADIZ. 

NORTHERN  CAMPAIGN  OF  1809.  The 
Council  of  the  Regency  founded  this  cross  on 
March  23,  1809,  for  the  troops  under  General  La 
Romana,  in  the  campaign  of  the  North  in  1809. 
The  decoration  is  a  white-enamelled  star  of  seven 
points,  with  gold  fleurs-de-lis  in  the  angles,  and 
surmounted  by  a  green  laurel  wreath.  In  the 
blue  centre  is  LA  P ATRIA  ES  MI  NORTE 
(My  country  is  my  guide).  The  ribbon  is  red 
with  black  stripes  at  the  sides. 

DEFENCE  OF  GERONA  1809.  Founded  on 
September  14,  1810,  by  the  Council  of  the  Regency 
for  those  taking  part  in  the  defence  of  Gerona 
in  Catalonia.  The  decoration  is  a  red-enamelled 
Maltese  cross,  with  ball  tips,  surmounted  by  a 
green  laurel  wreath.  In  the  angles  are  gold 
castles.  On  the  obverse  oval  medallion  is  a  gold 
figure  of  St.  Narcisse  (the  emblem  of  the  city) 
surrounded  by  a  gold  band  inscribed  SIT  10  DE 
GERONA  1809.  On  the  white  reverse  is  LA 
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P ATRIA  AL  VALOR  Y  CONSTANCIA.  The 
ribbon  is  red. 

ORDER  OF  CASTELLO  DE  AMPURIAS 
1809.  This  Order  was  founded  on  March  25, 
1817,  by  Ferdinand  VII,  for  the  Second  Army  of 
Cataluna,  commanded  by  General  Lazan.  It  is  a 
blue-enamelled  Maltese  cross  edged  with  gold  and 
surmounted  by  a  green  laurel  wreath.  The  ob¬ 
verse  medallion  of  red  had  two  crossed  swords 
encircled  by  a  white  band  inscribed  CASTELLO 
DE  AMPURIAS.  On  the  white  reverse  medal¬ 
lion  is  2  DE  ENERO  DE  1809.  The  ribbon  is 
dark  blue. 

CROSS  FOR  VALLS  IN  CATALONIA  1809. 
This  award  was  made  for  the  battle  of  Vails 
which  took  place  on  February  25,  1809,  and  was 
authorized  by  Ferdinand  VII  on  April  27,  1815. 
It  consists  of  a  Maltese  cross  enamelled  red,  with 
white  edges,  and  ball-tipped  points.  The  arms 
of  the  cross  are  connected  by  a  laurel  wreath, 
and  the  whole  is  surmounted  by  a  similar  wreath. 
The  obverse  medallion  bears  the  Arms  of  Cata¬ 
lonia  (five  white  and  four  red  bars)  encircled  by 
a  white  band  inscribed  EL  REY  AL  VALOR 
ESEORZADO.  The  reverse,  of  red,  has  in  the 
centre  VALLS,  surrounded  by  a  yellow  band  in¬ 
scribed  A  25  FEBRERO  DE  1809.  The  ribbon 
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is  white  with  four  narrow  red  stripes,  the  colours 
of  Vails. 

CROSS  FOR  MORA  AND  CONSUEGRA 
1809.  Instituted  March  27,  1817,  by  Ferdinand 
VII,  for  the  troops  engaged  in  the  actions  of 
Mora  and  Consuegra  on  February  18  and  22, 
1809.  The  decoration  is  a  gold  white-enamelled 
Greek  cross  with  gold  balls  at  the  extremities 
of  the  arms  and  surmounted  by  a  trophy  of  arms 
with  flaming  grenades  of  blue  in  the  angles.  On 
the  obverse  centre  are  the  initials  M  and  C  (Mora 
and  Consuegra),  and  on  the  reverse  is  A,  for  the 
Duke  of  Albuquerque,  who  commanded  the  troops. 
The  ribbon  is  plain  white. 

CROSS  FOR  LUGO  or  OF  VILLAFRANCA 
1809.  Founded  on  March  13,  1817,  by  Ferdi¬ 
nand  VII,  for  the  Galician  army  under  General 
Nicholas  Mahy,  for  the  engagements  of  May  18 
and  19,  1809,  near  Lugo,  and  for  the  recapture  of 
Villafranca  del  Vierzo  in  Leon,  in  March,  1809. 
It  was  of  gold  for  officers,  bronze  for  privates, 
and  is  a  white-enamelled  Greek  cross  surmounted 
by  a  crown,  and  with  fleur-de-lis  in  the  angles. 
The  arms  of  the  cross  are  inscribed  BAT  ALLAS 
DE  LUGO  /  DEL  18  Y  19  /  DE  MAYO  /  DE 
1809.  On  the  obverse  medallion  of  gold  is  the 
Arms  of  Lugo — a  gold  chalice  with  the  Host, 
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and  on  the  reverse  medallion  is  the  Arms  of  Villa- 
franca — a  crowned  lion,  facing  right.  The  re¬ 
verse  of  the  cross  arms  is  inscribed  TOMA  DE 
VILLAFRANCA  DE  VIERZO  EL  DIA  19  DE 
MARZO  DE  1809.  The  ribbon  is  white  with 
green  edges. 

CROSS  FOR  ALCANIZ  1809.  Founded  on 
May  14,  1815,  by  Ferdinand  VII,  for  the  troops 
of  the  army  of  Aragon,  who,  under  command  of 
Don  Joachim  Blake,  were  engaged  on  May  23, 
1809,  in  the  battle  of  Alcaniz  in  Teruel  against 
Marshall  Suchet,  commanding  the  French.  The 
decoration  is  an  elongated  four-pointed  star, 
enamelled  red,  with  ball  tips,  and  surmounted  by 
a  green  laurel  wreath  and  with  flames  in  the 
angles.  On  the  white  obverse  medallion  is  F  VII , 
surrounded  by  a  gold  band  inscribed  AL  /  CA  / 
NIZ.  The  reverse  is  plain.  The  ribbon  is  red. 

CROSS  FOR  TALAVFRA  1809.  Founded  by 
the  Council  of  the  Regency  on  December  8,  1810, 
for  the  officers  who  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
Talavera  in  Toledo  on  July  27,  28,  1809.  It  is  a 
white-enamelled,  ball-tipped,  Maltese  cross,  sur¬ 
mounted  by  a  gold  crown ;  on  the  upper  arm  is 
TALA  /  VERA;  across  the  centre  is  28  DE 
JULIO,  and  on  the  lower  arm,  DE  1809.  The 
ribbon  is  half  red  and  half  black. 
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CROSS  FOR  ALMONACID  1809.  Founded 
on  May  30,  1816,  by  Ferdinand  VII,  for  the 
troops  present  at  the  battle  of  Almonacid  on 
August  ii,  1809.  The  decoration  is  a  white- 
enamelled  shield  superimposed  on  a  green  and 
white  cross  saltier,  the  arms  of  which  termi¬ 
nate  in  triple  points.  The  whole  is  surmounted 
by  a  gold  crown,  and  a  gold  acorn  is  at  the  base 
of  the  shield.  In  the  green  oval  centre  is  POR 
F°  7°.  surrounded  hv  the  inscription  EN  ALMO- 
N ACID  11  DE  AGOSTO  DE  1809.  The  ribbon 
is  green  with  narrow  white  stripes  at  the  sides. 

CROSS  FOR  ARANJUEZ  1809.  The  troops 
present  at  the  engagement  of  Aranjuez,  near 
Toledo,  on  August  5,  1809,  were  rewarded  by  the 
King  on  May  30,  1816,  with  this  decoration — a 
five-pointed,  ball-tipped,  blue-enamelled  star,  bear¬ 
ing  on  the  white  centre  a  gold  F  7°  with  a  crown 
above,  and  encircled  by  a  white  band  inscribed 
AC  Cl  ON  DE  ARANJUEZ  5  DE  AGOSTO  DE 
1809.  The  reverse  is  plain  and  the  ribbon  is  blue 
with  white  stripes  at  the  sides. 

MEDAL  FOR  TAMAMFS.  The  Spanish 
troops  of  the  left  army,  under  Martin  Carrera, 
who  participated  in  the  battle  of  Tamames  on 
October  18,  1809,  against  the  French,  were 

awarded  this  decoration  by  Ferdinand  on  July  2, 
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1815.  It  is  an  oval  gilt  medal  surrounded  by  a 
green  laurel  wreath,  bearing  in  the  centre  a  blue 
sleeved  right  arm,  holding  upright  a  sabre,  and 
surrounded  by  VENCIO  EN  TAMAMES  OC- 
TUBRE  18  DE  1809.  The  reverse  is  plain.  The 
ribbon  is  blue  with  a  red  stripe  each  side. 

MEDAL  FOR  MEDINA  DEL  CAMPO.  On 
July  2,  1815,  Ferdinand  VII  created  this  decora¬ 
tion  for  the  left  army  engaged  in  the  battle  of 
Medina  del  Campo  in  Valladolid,  on  November 
23,  1809 — an  oval  silver  medal  with  a  laurel 
wreath  in  the  centre,  encircled  by  a  band  inscribed 
AL  VALOR  MEDINA  DEL  CAMPO  NO  VI- 
EMBRE  23  DE  1809.  The  reverse  is  plain.  The 
ribbon  is  white  with  a  green  band  each  side. 

CROSS  FOR  CUIDAD-RODRIGO.  Founded 
on  December  6,  1814,  for  the  soldiers  taking  part 
in  the  sortie  of  July  10,  1810,  and  at  the  time  of 
the  second  siege  of  Cuidad-Rodrigo  in  1812 — gold 
for  the  officers  and  silver  for  the  privates.  It  is 
an  eight-pointed,  ball-tipped  gold  cross  with  blue- 
enamelled  edges  and  surmounted  by  a  mural 
crown.  It  bears  on  the  obverse  an  oval  of  red 
enamel  on  which  is  a  gold  castle  encircled  by  a 
white  band.  On  the  white  reverse  medallion  is 
VALOR  /  ACREDITADO  /  EN  CUIDAD 
RODRIGO .  The  ribbon  is  violet. 
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CROSS  FOR  ABISBAL,  SAN  FELIU  and 
PALAMOS  1810.  Founded  on  July  2,  1817,  for 
the  troops  under  the  Count  of  Abisbal,  who  at¬ 
tacked  the  towns  of  Abisbal,  San  Feliu  and  Pala- 
nios  in  Castile,  on  September  13,  1810.  It  is  a 
gold  cross  of  white  enamel  with  blue-enamelled 
borders,  each  arm  terminating  in  three  points. 
A  green  laurel  wreath  is  entwined  about  the  cross 
arms.  The  obverse  medallion  of  blue  bears  a 
gold  castle  surrounded  by  a  white  band  inscribed 
ABISBAL  PALAMOS  Y  SAN  FELIU.  The 
reverse  medallion  bears  a  white  fleur-de-lis  on  a 
blue  field,  encircled  by  a  band  inscribed  SETI- 
EMBRE  13  DE  1810.  The  ribbon  is  light  blue 
with  diagonal  narrow  white  stripes  crossed  to 
form  a  lattice-work  pattern. 

MEDAL  FOR  BAGUR  and  PALAMOS  1810. 
An  English  writer  (Tancred)  describes  and  illus¬ 
trates  gold  and  silver  medals  given  by  Spain  to 
certain  British  naval  men  of  the  “Ajax”,  “Kent” 
and  “Cambrian”  for  service  rendered  in  forcing 
the  French  to  evacuate  Catalonia.  They  are  de¬ 
scribed  as  bearing  on  the  obverse  the  arms  of 
Spain  and  Great  Britain,  joined  and  crowned, 
surrounded  by  the  flags  of  the  two  kingdoms. 
Below  this  is  ALIANZA  ETERNA,  and  the 
whole  is  encircled  by  a  laurel  wreath.  On  the 
reverse  is  BAGUR  /  10  DE  SETIEMBRE  /  PA- 
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LAMOS  /  14  DE  SETIEMBRE  /  1810,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  the  words  G  RAT  ITU  D  DE  ESP  AN  A 
A  LA  INTERPIDEZ  BRITAN  I C  A.  No  de¬ 
scription  of  the  ribbon  is  given,  and  no  Spanish 
authority  mentions  this  medal,  hut  this  is  no  proof 
of  its  not  being  official  as  the  Spanish  authorities 
consulted  mention  only  those  medals  given  to 
Spanish  citizens. 

MEDAL  FOR  LUCENA  1810.  Authorized  on 
October  23,  1816,  and  awarded  for  service  ren¬ 
dered  the  kingdom  by  four  citizens,  at  the  risk 
of  their  lives  in  Lucena,  Cordova.  The  recipients 
Don  Fernando  Ramirez  de  Luque,  Don  Antonio 
Ortiz  Repiso,  Don  Francisco  Polo  Valenzuela  and 
Don  Francisco  d’Assis  de  la  Carrera.  The  deco¬ 
ration  is  a  white-enamelled  star  of  eight  points, 
in  the  centre  of  which  on  a  gold  field  is  a  red 
cross  and  pedestal  on  a  green  hill ;  surrounding 
this,  is  a  gold  hand  inscribed  CERRO  DE  LA 
CAP  ITU  LAC  ION ,  and  on  the  reverse  LA 
LEALTAD  P  REM  I  AD  A  POR  FERNANDO 
VII :  LUCENA  25  DE  SETIEMBRE  DE  1810. 
The  ribbon  is  green,  edged  with  red. 

CROSS  FOR  ASTORGA  1810.  Founded  on 
April  10,  1815,  by  the  King,  for  the  troops  taking 
part  in  the  defense  of  Astorga,  Leon,  in  1810. 
This  cross  is  of  gold  for  the  officers  and  of  silver 
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for  privates.  It  is  red-enamelled  with  rounded 
corners  and  indented  arms,  in  the  centre  of  which 
is  a  blue  medallion  bearing  a  vertical  cannon 
and  a  crossed  rifle  and  sword.  The  cross  is  sur¬ 
mounted  by  a  bow-knot  of  ribbon  inscribed  EN 
ASTORGA  CON  VALOR  ADQUIRIMOS 
ESTE  HONOR.  The  reverse  is  plain.  The  rib¬ 
bon  is  half  blue  and  half  white. 

CROSS  OF  ESTRAMADURA  1810.  Also 
called  the  cross  of  Albuquerque.  On  June  5,  1815, 
Ferdinand  VII  founded  this  decoration  for  the 
army  corps  of  Estramadura  under  the  Duke  of 
Albuquerque,  which  protected  the  retreat  of  the 
Government  to  Isla  de  Leon,  near  Cadiz,  in  1810. 
It  is  a  white-enamelled  Maltese  cross  with  blue 
and  gold  ball-tipped  triangles  in  the  angles  of 
the  cross-arm  ends.  The  whole  is  surmounted  by 
a  laurel  wreath.  On  the  oval  medallion  is  a  sink¬ 
ing  ship  and  the  pillars  of  Hercules,  surrounded 
by  a  white  band  inscribed  SALVO  LA  NAVE 
QUE  ZOZOFRABA,  and  on  the  reverse  medal¬ 
lion  a  radiated  eye,  surrounded  by  AL  DU  QUE 
DE  ALBURQUERQUE  Y  SU  EXERCITO. 
The  ribbon  is  white  with  three  narrow  blue  stripes 
— one  each  side  and  one  in  the  centre. 

CROSS  FOR  ALBUHERA  1811.  Instituted 
on  March  1,  1815,  by  the  King  and  awarded  to 


those  of  the  Army  of  Estramadura  who  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Albuhera  on  May  16,  1811. 
General  Castahos  and  the  British  forces  were  vic¬ 
torious  over  the  French  under  Soult.  The  deco¬ 
ration  is  an  elongated  four-pointed  star  of  red 
enamel,  with  ball  tips,  and  flames  in  the  angles, 
and  surmounted  by  a  green  laurel  wreath.  In  the 
centre  is  an  oval  white  medallion,  bearing  in  gold 
letters  F  VII,  and  surrounded  by  a  gold  band 
inscribed  AL  BUIIE  RA.  The  reverse  is  plain. 
The  ribbon  is  red  with  equal  bands  of  blue  and 
black  on  either  edge.  This  decoration  in  gold  was 
also  given  to  the  officers  of  the  British  Army  who 
were  present  at  this  engagement. 

CROSS  FOR  CHICLANA  1811.  The  troops 
of  the  Fourth  Army  who  were  present  on  March 
5,  1 8 1 1 ,  at  the  battle  of  Chiclana,  near  Cadiz,  were 
awarded  this  cross  by  the  King  on  February  13, 
1815.  It  is  a  four-pointed,  ball-tipped  star  of  red 
enamel,  with  a  star-shaped  centre  of  black.  Two 
wreaths  at  its  angles,  crossing  at  the  centre,  are 
superimposed.  The  whole  is  suspended  from  a 
crown,  the  band  of  which  is  inscribed  CHIC¬ 
LANA  V  DE  MARZO  1811.  The  ribbon  is 
green  with  a  narrow  yellow  stripe  each  side. 

CROSS  FOR  ARROYO-MOLINOS  1811. 
Founded  on  May  1,  1817,  by  the  King,  and 
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awarded  to  the  troops  under  General  Pedro  Augus¬ 
tin  Giron,  who  routed  the  French  army  under  Gen¬ 
eral  Girard,  and  captured  1500  prisoners  and  much 
booty.  The  “cross”  is  a  six-pointed,  ball-tipped 
star,  enamelled  white,  having  in  the  centre  a  sun 
with  rays,  surrounded  by  a  purple  band  inscribed 
ARROYO-MOLINOS  28  DE  OCTUBRE  DE 
1811.  The  reverse  is  plain.  The  ribbon  is  white 
with  two  narrow  purple  stripes  each  side. 

DEFENCE  OF  TAR  I  FA  1811.  Founded  on 
June  4,  1815,  by  the  King  for  the  men  of  the 
Fourth  Army  and  of  the  Navy,  who  took  part 
in  the  defence  of  Tarifa,  on  the  Straits  of  Gib¬ 
raltar,  in  December,  1811.  The  decoration  is  of 
gold  for  the  officers  and  of  silver  for  the  privates 
and  sailors.  It  is  a  yellow-enamelled  cross,  clichee. 
each  arm  having  three  ball-tipped  points,  and  the 
whole  surmounted  by  a  mural  crown.  The  medal¬ 
lion  of  blue  is  inscribed  A  EOS  DEFENSORES 
DE  TARIFA,  and  on  the  reverse  is  F  VII.  The 
ribbon  is  blue  with  an  orange  stripe  each  side. 

CROSS  FOR  ARMY  OF  IZQUIERDA  1811. 
Founded  on  May  14,  1815,  by  Ferdinand  VII, 
for  the  men  of  the  Galician  army — the  sixth  or 
left  wing — who  had  distinguished  themselves  in 
the  mountain  engagements  of  Rioseco,  Sor- 
naza,  Gueces  and  Espinosa  in  1811.  The 
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decoration  is  an  elongated  four-pointed  star, 
enamelled  red,  ball-tipped,  with  flames  in  the 
angles,  and  surmounted  by  a  laurel  wreath.  In  an 
oval  medallion  of  blue  are  the  Arms  of  Galicia,  (a 
gold  chalice  on  a  blue  field,  with  small  gold 
crosses  in  the  field),  surrounded  by  a  gold  band 
inscribed  IZ  QUIER  DA.  The  reverse  is  plain. 
The  ribbon  is  red  with  a  gold  stripe  each  side. 

CROSS  FOR  TARRAGONA.  Ferdinand  VII 
founded  this  on  May  14,  1815,  for  the  troops 
under  Don  Juan  Senen  de  Contreras,  who  pro¬ 
longed  the  siege  of  Tarragona  by  Suchet  in  1811 
for  two  months.  It  is  a  red  enamelled  Greek 
cross  with  ends  terminating  in  a  palmette-shaped 
ornament  of  gold  and  surmounted  by  a  royal 
crown;  across  the  centre  is  inscribed  ANTES 
MORIR  QUE  RENDIR.  The  reverse  is  plain. 
The  ribbon  is  red. 

MEDAL  FOR  FIRST  ARMY  1811.  Awarded 
to  the  men  of  the  First  Army  who  had  distin¬ 
guished  themselves  during  the  War  of  Independ¬ 
ence,  especially  in  Catalonia  in  1811.  Founded 
by  the  King  on  March  31,  1811.  The  decora¬ 
tion  is  a  dark  blue-enamelled  cross  surmounted 
by  a  laurel  wreath,  bearing  in  the  centre  medal¬ 
lion  the  Arms  of  Catalonia,  encircled  by  a  white 
band  inscribed  DEFENSOR  DE  MI  REV  V  EL 
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PRINCIPADO.  On  the  reverse  medallion  is  in¬ 
scribed  PRIMER  EXERCITO.  The  ribbon  is 
white  with  red  squares  woven  therein. 

CROSS  FOR  FIRST  ARMY.  This  decora¬ 
tion  has  been  mentioned  by  Perrot  and  Trost  bu 
has  not  been  confirmed  by  other  writers.  It  i 
a  white-enamelled  Maltese  cross  in  the  form  of 
a  horizontal  rectangle,  surmounted  by  a  flat  laurel 
band,  having  in  the  centre  of  the  cross  an  oval 
medallion  bearing  two  deer  and  a  small  cross, 
surrounded  by  a  gold  band  inscribed  PREMIERO 
EXERCITO  IS  11.  The  ribbon  is  given  as  half 
red  and  half  purple. 

CROSS  FOR  FIRST  ARMY  1813-1814.  De¬ 
scribed  by  Perrot  and  by  an  Italian  authority  as 
being  awarded  to  the  men  of  the  First  Army  for 
service  rendered  in  the  years  1813  and  1814.  The 
decoration  is  a  blue-enamelled  five-armed  cross  on 
a  green-enamelled  wreath  and  surmounted  by  a 
crown,  having  on  a  gold-edged  centre  of  white 
AL  EXTO  VICTORIOSO  DEE  I  EXTO,  and 
on  the  reverse,  POR  LAS  C  AMP  AN  AS  DE  1813 
Y  1814.  The  ribbon  is  described  as  red  with 
four  green  stripes. 

CROSS  FOR  SECOND  ARMY  FOR  MUR¬ 
CIA.  Founded  on  March  31,  1815,  by  the  King 
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and  awarded  to  the  men  of  the  Second  Army  who 
distinguished  themselves  at  the  battle  of  Murcia 
and  in  other  important  events  of  the  strenuous 
years  of  the  Peninsular  Wars.  It  is  a  green- 
enamelled  cross,  edged  with  white  and  with  curvi¬ 
linear  arms,  surmounted  by  a  green  laurel  wreath, 
having  in  the  white  centre  a  gold  L  crowned  (sig¬ 
nifying  Loyalty)  encircled  by  a  band  inscribed 
PREMIO  A  LA  V1RTUD  MILITAR,  and  on 
the  reverse,  SECUNDO  EXERCITO.  The  rib¬ 
bon  is  green  with  white  edges. 

CROSS  OF  THIRD  ARMY  FOR  LEON  and 
CADIZ.  Founded  March  31,  1815,  by  Ferdinand 
VII,  for  the  troops  under  the  Duke  of  Albuquer¬ 
que,  for  services  on  the  Isla  de  Leon  and  in  the 
defence  of  Cadiz,  where  the  attacks  of  the  French 
were  withstood  from  1810  to  1812.  It  is  a  green- 
enamelled  cross  with  curved  arms  and  ends,  sur¬ 
mounted  by  a  wreath  and  bearing  in  the  centre 
medallion  of  white,  the  pillars  of  Hercules  and  a 
cliff,  encircled  by  a  white  band  inscribed  VEN- 
CEDOR  DEL  ESTRECHO  AL  PIRINEO , 
and  on  the  reverse,  TERCER  EXERCITO.  The 
ribbon  is  white,  with  diamonds  of  green. 

CROSS  FOR  SEVENTH  ARMY.  Founded 
on  May  19,  1815,  by  Ferdinand  VII,  for  the  troops 
of  that  army  in  the  War  of  Independence,  for 
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campaigns  in  Castile,  Asturia,  Aragon,  Navarre 
and  the  Basque  provinces,  under  General  Don 
Gabriel  de  Mendizabal.  It  is  a  green-enamelled 
cross-pattee,  with  white  edges,  and  curved  arms 
with  convex  ends.  Gold  cannon  are  crossed  in 
the  angles,  and  the  whole  is  suspended  from  a 
gold  laurel  wreath.  In  the  red  medallion  is  the 
lion  of  Aragon,  encircled  by  a  white  band  bear¬ 
ing  the  legend  EL  REV  AL  7°  EXERCITO. 
The  reverse  reads  REY  P ATRIA  O  LA  MU- 
ERTE.  The  ribbon  is  green  with  a  white  stripe 
each  side. 

CROSS  FOR  UTIEL  1812.  The  King  founded 
this  decoration  on  June  20,  1815,  to  reward  the 
Artillery  Corps  for  its  part  in  the  action  of  Utiel, 
in  Valencia,  on  August  15,  1812.  It  is  a  white- 
enamelled  Maltese  cross  surmounted  by  a  laurel 
wreath,  bearing  an  oval  medallion  on  which  are 
two  crossed  cannon  projecting  into  the  upper 
part  of  the  cross,  and  F  7 .  Below,  on  a  scroll,  is 
ACCION  DE  UTIEL.  The  ribbon  is  white  with 
a  wide  yellow  stripe  in  the  centre. 

CROSS  FOR  RECOVERY  OF  SEVILLE 
1812.  Founded  March  17,  1815,  by  the  King, 
and  awarded  for  the  recapture  of  Seville  on  Au¬ 
gust  27,  1812.  It  is  of  gold  for  officers  and  of 
bronze  for  privates.  The  decoration  is  a  red- 
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enamelled  square,  on  which  are  superimposed  large 
white-enamelled  loops  to  form  a  cross,  edged  with 
gold  wreaths ;  the  whole  is  surmounted  by  a  green 
laurel  wreath.  On  the  obverse  is  NO  DO,  and  on 
the  reverse,  a  blue  medallion  having  in  the  centre 
27  DE  AGOSTO  DE  1812,  encircled  by  EL  REY 
A  LOS  RECONQUISTADORES  DE  SEVIL¬ 
LA.  The  ribbon  is  equal  stripes  of  black,  red 
and  blue. 

CROSS  FOR  ARMY  OF  ANDALUSIA. 
Founded  by  the  King  on  December  28,  1814,  of 
gold  for  the  officers  and  of  bronze  for  the  soldiers, 
and  awarded  to  the  men  of  the  Reserve  Army  of 
Andalusia  who  distinguished  themselves  in  1813 
in  the  taking  of  Pancorbo  and  in  the  engagements 
of  Soraura  in  the  Pyrenees  and  at  Nivelle.  It  is 
a  white-enamelled  cross  surmounted  by  a  green 
laurel  wreath,  having  in  the  centre  an  effigy  of 
the  King  on  a  gold  field,  encircled  by  a  blue  band 
inscribed  EL  REY  AL  EXERCITO  DE  RE- 
SERVA  DE  ANDALUCIA.  The  reverse  has 
1813  on  a  gold  field  surrounded  by  a  blue  band 
inscribed  PANCORBO  PIRINEOS  NIVELLE. 
The  ribbon  is  orange-yellow  edged  with  blue. 

CROSS  FOR  CASTALLA  1813.  Authorized 
by  the  King  on  June  27,  1816,  for  the  troops  of 
Mallorquina  under  General  Whittingham,  who 
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were  present  on  April  13,  1813,  in  the  battle  of 
Castalla  against  Marshal  Suchat.  It  is  a  red- 
enamelled  cross,  with  curved  arms  joined  by  a 
green  laurel  wreath,  and  the  whole  surmounted 
by  a  similar  wreath,  bearing  on  the  obverse  white 
medallion  the  words  CASTALLA  13  DE  ABRIL 
DE  1813,  and  on  the  reverse  of  white,  D  M,  en¬ 
circled  by  a  gold  band.  The  ribbon  is  yellow. 

CROSS  FOR  PAMPLONA  1813  and  BAY¬ 
ONNE  1814.  Founded  on  June  4,  1815,  by  the 
King.  This  decoration  was  gold  and  awarded  to 
all  officers  and  men  who  took  part  in  the  sieges 
of  Pamplona  in  1813  and  of  Bayonne,  France,  in 
1814.  It  is  a  five-armed  gold  cross  with  double 
points,  ball-tipped,  white-enamelled,  with  gold 
fleurs-de-lis  in  the  angles;  the  whole  surmounted 
by  a  green  laurel  wreath.  The  blue  medallion 
edged  with  gold,  has  a  red  diamond  thereon  in¬ 
scribed  F  7°,  around  which,  in  the  field,  is  AL 
VALOR  Y  DISCIPLINA.  The  white  reverse 
reads  EN  PAMPLONA  Y  BAY  ON  A  AN  OS 
1813  Y  1814.  The  ribbon  is  red,  edged  with 
yellow. 

CROSS  FOR  VITORIA  1813.  This  famous 
battle  between  the  French-Spanish  troops  under 
Joseph  Bonaparte  and  the  English-Spanish  forces 
under  Wellington  (Duke  of  Cuidad  Rodrigo)  and 
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Field-Marshal  Don  Francisco  Thomas  de  Longa, 
was  fought  on  June  21,  1813.  The  French  were 
routed,  Joseph  Bonaparte  was  nearly  captured  and 
fled  across  the  border  to  St.  Jean  de  Luz  in 
France.  The  battle  of  Vitoria  was  Wellington’s 
decisive  victory  and  was  followed  by  the  invasion 
of  France,  which  induced  Napoleon  to  free  the 
captive  King,  Ferdinand  VII,  and  permit  his  re¬ 
turn  to  the  throne  of  Spain.  The  decoration  to 
commemorate  this  event  was  instituted  on  April 
2,  1815,  by  the  King.  It  is  white-enamelled  cross 
patte,  with  arms  having  curved  sides,  superim¬ 
posed  on  a  laurel  wreath.  The  whole  is  sur¬ 
mounted  by  a  gold  crown.  A  red-enamelled  four- 
pointed  star  is  imposed  upon  the  cross.  On  the 
centre  fed  medallion  are  three  crossed  swords 
tied  with  a  ribbon,  inscribed  IRURACl'AT,  and 
on  the  reverse  white  medallion,  RECOMPENSA 
DE  LA  BAT  ALLA  DE  VITORIA.  The  ribbon 
is  of  equal  blue,  red  and  black  stripes. 

CROSS  FOR  SAN  MARCIAL  1813.  This 
was  awarded  to  the  troops  present  at  the  battle  of 
San  Marcial,  near  Bidossa,  on  August  30,  1813. 
It  was  founded  by  the  King  on  October  24,  1814, 
in  gold  for  officers  and  in  bronze  for  the  privates. 
It  is  a  red-enamelled  ball-tipped  star  of  four 
points,  suspended  by  a  ring;  in  the  angles  are 
fleurs-de-lis,  a  lion  and  a  castle  of  gold.  On  the 
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centre  of  the  obverse  are  two  crossed  swords  and 
a  laurel  wreath,  surrounded  by  a  blue  band  in¬ 
scribed  EL  REY  A  LOS  VENCEDORES  EN 
SAN  MARCIAL.  The  ribbon  is  half  violet  and 
half  red. 

CROSS  FOR  ORDAL  1813.  Founded  on  May 
1,  1815,  by  the  King-,  and  awarded  to  the  Grena¬ 
dier  column  of  the  second  army-corps  for  the  en¬ 
gagement  near  Ordal,  in  Catalonia,  on  September 

1 2  and  13,  1813.  The  decoration  consists  of  four 
red-enamelled  diamonds,  ball-tipped  at  the  three 
corners,  fastened  by  the  fourth  to  a  white-enam¬ 
elled  medallion,  encircled  by  a  green  wreatb,  thus 
forming  a  cross.  Between  each  arm  is  a  flaming 
grenade.  On  the  medallion  is  a  blue  device  flamed, 
and  on  the  arms,  BAT  ALLA  /  DEL  ORDAL  / 

13  DE  7BRE  /  DE  1813.  The  reverse  medallion 
is  inscribed  REY  P ATRIA  6  LA  MUERTE. 
The  ribbon  is  violet  with  yellow  edges. 

CROSS  FOR  CARTAGENA  DE  LAS  IN- 
DIAS  1814.  Founded  on  April  1,  1816,  by  the 
King,  and  awarded  to  the  men  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  commanded  by  Lieut.  General  Morillo,  who 
took  part  in  the  siege  of  Cartagena,  an  im¬ 
portant  harbor  of  what  is  now  Colombia,  in  1814. 
It  was  of  gold  for  the  officers  and  of  silver  for  the 
men.  The  decoration  is  a  green-enamelled  cross 
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with  triple-pointed  arms,  ball-tipped  at  the  centre 
points.  On  the  obverse  medallion  is  a  gold  head 
of  the  King,  encircled  by  a  white  band  inscribed 
A  SU  REY  FERNANDO  CONSTANCIA  Y 
FIDELIDAD,  and  on  the  reverse  white  medal¬ 
lion,  VENCEDORES  DE  CARTAGENA  DE 
INDIAS.  The  ribbon  is  of  three  equal  stripes — 
the  middle  of  red,  the  outer  of  green. 

CROSS  OF  MERIT  FOR  SAN  LORENZO 
DEL  PUNTAL.  Founded  on  April  io,  1815,  by 
the  King  and  awarded  to  the  Artillery  Battalion 
for  the  defense  of  the  castle  of  San  Lorenzo  del 
Puntal,  near  Cadiz,  in  1814.  It  is  a  Maltese  cross, 
enamelled  light  brown,  surmounted  by  two  crossed 
feathers.  The  oval  obverse  medallion  depicts  a 
castle  with  a  Spanish  flag  flying,  and  is  encircled 
by  a  white  band  inscribed  VALOR  AC  RED  I - 
TADO  POR  LOS  ARTILLEROS  DE  S.  LO¬ 
RENZO  DEL  PUNTAL.  On  the  gold  reverse 
medallion,  POR  EL  REY  D.  FERNANDO  VII 
ANO  1814.  The  ribbon  is  green.  This  cross  was 
awarded  to  the  officers,  and  a  medal  like  the  ob¬ 
verse  medallion  was  given  to  the  men. 

CROSS  FOR  TOLOSA  1814.  Founded  on 
January  30,  1815,  by  Ferdinand  VII,  and  awarded 
to  the  men  of  the  Fourth  Army  who  were  in  the 
battle  of  Toulouse,  France,  on  April  10,  1814.  This 
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battle  was  fought  on  Easter  Sunday  and  was  a 
decisive  victory  for  the  British-Spanish  army 
under  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  over  the  French 
forces  under  Marshal  Soult,  and  was  the  final 
battle  of  the  Peninsular  War.  Napoleon  abdi¬ 
cated  on  April  12,  and  had  the  news  spread  faster, 
much  bloodshed  would  have  been  prevented.  The 
decoration  is  a  blue-enamelled  cross  with  divided 
curved  ends  and  a  gold  ball  in  each  end  division. 
Between  the  cross  arms  is  a  crowned  column,  a 
sabre  and  a  palm  leaf  crossed.  On  the  obverse 
medallion  of  white  are  inscribed  the  words  BA- 
TALL  A  /  DE  TO  LOS  A  /  ABRIL  10  DE  /  1814 , 
surrounded  by  a  laurel  wreath ;  on  the  reverse, 
VALOR  Y  DISCIPLIN A.  The  ribbon  is  blue 
with  yellow  borders. 

DECORATION  FOR  THE  COUNCIL  OF 
THE  MESTA.  Founded  on  May  31,  1816,  bv 
the  King,  as  a  distinction  of  honour  for  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Council  of  the  Mesta  who  had  taken 
part  in  the  meetings  of  April  26  and  May  3,  1815, 
during  the  Presidency  of  Ferdinand.  The  Mesta 
is  a  body  of  proprietors  of  black  cattle  and  sheep; 
annual  meetings  are  held,  and  it  is  one  of  the 
oldest  organizations  of  Spain,  deriving  large  reve¬ 
nues  from  the  sale  of  wool.  The  decoration  is 
a  white-enamelled  oval  surmounted  by  a  royal 
crown  of  gold.  The  obverse  centre  depicts  a 
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sheep,  a  dog  and  a  shepherd’s  crook  on  green  grass, 
with  a  mountain  in  the  distance.  Surrounding 
this  are  the  words  FERNANDO  VII  AL  HON- 
RADO  CONCEJO  DE  LA  MESTA,  and  on  the 
reverse  centre  is  the  quartered  Arms  of  the  organ¬ 
ization.  The  ribbon  is  purple  with  a  white  stripe 
each  side. 

CROSS  FOR  THE  MAJORCA  DIVISION. 
Founded  on  June  27,  1816,  by  the  King,  and 
awarded  to  the  troops  forming  the  division  of 
Majorca — the  largest  of  the  Balearic  Islands — 
during  the  War  of  Independence,  under  Lieut. 
General  Santiago  Whittingham.  It  is  a  white- 
enamelled  cross  with  curved  arms,  surmounted  by 
a  gold  crown,  and  with  fleurs-de-lis  in  the  angles. 
On  the  arms  are  the  gold  letters  A  L  D  M  (A 
la  division  M allorqnina) ,  and  on  the  obverse  red 
medallion  is  a  gold  bust  of  the  King,  surrounded 
by  a  laurel  wreath.  The  reverse  is  inscribed 
VALOR  Y  DICIPLINA.  The  ribbon  is  red. 

CROSS  OF  MADRID  1818.  But  two  authori¬ 
ties — Perrot  and  Padiglione,  mention  this  decora¬ 
tion,  and  it  is  believed  to  have  been  awarded  after 
one  of  the  numerous  uprisings  in  the  country. 
No  date  has  been  found  for  its  origin.  It  is  a 
white-enamelled  Maltese  cross,  ball-tipped,  and 
surmounted  by  flags  and  a  helmet;  fleurs-de-lis  in 
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the  angles.  The  blue  obverse  centre  bears  the 
words  MADRID  1818,  and  the  reverse  PRO 
FER°  VII.  The  ribbon  is  blue,  edged  with  white. 

SHIELD  OF  FIDELITY.  Instituted  by  Fer¬ 
dinand  VII  on  December  14,  1823,  to  reward  spe¬ 
cial  service  to  his  cause  from  1820  to  1823.  It  is 
silver-gilt,  in  the  form  of  a  sun,  bearing  in  the 
centre  a  red-enamelled  cross  of  flames  within  two 
green  palm-branches,  and  surmounted  by  a  royal 
crown  of  gold.  Below,  on  a  white  ribbon  are  the 
words  EL  REY  A  LA  FIDELIDAD. 

MILITARY  CROSS  OF  FIDELITY.  Founded 
on  August  9,  1824,  by  Ferdinand  VII,  for  the 
Royalists  who  defended  the  throne  in  the  various 
uprisings  of  the  first  epoch  from  March  7,  1820 
to  June  30,  1822,  and  of  the  second  epoch,  July 
1,  1822  to  February  28,  1823,  and  from  March  1 
to  May  1,  1823.  Awarded  in  gold,  silver  and 
bronze,  according  to  the  rank  of  the  recipient.  The 
decoration  is  a  cross,  the  arms  of  which  are 
formed  of  rays  on  which  are  red  grenades,  the 
whole  being  surmounted  by  a  similar  wreath,  with 
leaves  through  which  the  ribbon  passes.  At  the 
centre  of  the  cross  is  a  llama  or  cross  formed  of 
four  flames,  encircled  by  a  blue  band  inscribed 
EL  REY  A  LA  FI  DELID.  MILITAR.  On  the 
reverse  in  a  gold-crowned  oval,  is  the  arms  of  the 
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King-  encircled  by  the  collar  of  the  Order  of  the 
Golden  Fleece;  and  on  the  encircling  band  of  blue 
is  FERNANDO  VII  A  LOS  DEFEN  SO  RES 
DE  LA  RELIGION  Y  DEL  TRONO  EN 
GRADO  HEROICO  Y  EMINENTE.  The  cross 
for  the  second  epoch  varies  from  the  first.  On  the 
reverse  is  the  inscription  FERNANDO  VII  A 
LOS  DEFENSORES  DE  LA  RELIGION  Y 
DEL  TRONO.  The  ribbon  is  of  three  equal 
stripes,  two  of  red  at  the  sides  and  one  of  yellow 
in  the  centre.  On  October  io,  1832,  Queen  Maria 
Christina  awarded  this  decoration — then  called  La 
Constanca  Miliiarc,  for  long  service  in  the  Army. 

MEDAL  FOR  EPIDEMICS.  Created  on 
March  17,  1829,  by  Ferdinand  VII,  for  heroic 
service  in  the  cholera  epidemic  in  Manila  in  1820. 
The  decoration  is  a  white-enamelled  cross  with 
the  arms  curved  convexly  at  the  extremities  and 
concavely  at  the  sides.  The  angles  are  filled  by 
the  ball-tipped  rays  of  a  red-enamelled,  four- 
pointed  star.  The  whole  is  surmounted  by  a  laurel 
wreath.  In  the  centre  of  the  cross  is  a  bust  of 
the  King,  encircled  by  a  green  wreath.  The  re¬ 
verse  medallion  of  blue  is  inscribed  FERNANDO 
VII  AL  MERIT  0  EN  LA  EP I  DEM  I A  DE 
MANILA  DE  1820,  for  those  who  received  this 
medal  during  that  epidemic.  The  ribbon  is  half 
red  and  half  yellow.  This  cross  was  awarded 
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retro-actively  to  those  who  had  done  similar  work 
in  other  places,  and  the  reverse  inscription  was 
changed  accordingly.  Citations  noted  are  for 
CANARIES  EN  1811,  GIBRALTAR  EN  1828 
and  CADIZ  EN  1819  Y  1820.  In  August,  1838, 
it  was  altered  by  substituting  the  bust  of  Isabella 
II  on  the  obverse  medallion,  the  inscription  on  the 
reverse  being  changed  accordingly.  The  laurel 
wreath  was  replaced  by  two  palm  branches  and 
the  ribbon  made  half  black  and  half  purple. 

SHIELD  FOR  VENTOSILLA  1821.  Founded 
on  April  11,  1821,  and  awarded  to  Sergeant  Juan 
Baya  and  the  seven  men  under  him,  for  the  at¬ 
tack  on  the  streets  of  Ventosilla  on  April  5,  1821, 
on  twenty  armed  rebels  who  conspired  against  the 
Constitutional  Government.  The  decoration  is  cir¬ 
cular  in  form,  55  mm.  in  diameter,  enamelled  red 
with  gold  edges.  In  the  centre  in  black  letters  is 
5  /  DE  ABRIL  /  DE  /  1821,  the  whole  sur¬ 
rounded  by  palm  and  laurel  branches  of  green, 
within  a  gold  ring.  Around  this  is  inscribed  EL 
REY  A  LOS  DEFENSORES  DE  LA  CONSTI- 
TUCION  in  black  letters  on  the  red  background. 

MEDAL  FOR  JULY  7,  1822.  Founded  by  the 
Cortez  on  December  27,  1822,  for  civilians  who 
aided  in  opposing  the  attack  on  Spanish  liberty 
in  Madrid  that  day.  It  is  a  gold  medal  composed 
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of  laurel  and  palm  branches  on  which  are  two 
crossed  swords;  superimposed  is  an  open  book, 
enamelled  white,  bearing  the  words  CON  ST  I  / 
TUCION  /  POLITIC  A  /  DE  LA  MO  /  NAR- 
QUIA  /  ESP  AN  OLA  /  PROMUL  /  GAD  A  EN 
/  CADIZ  ANO  /  DE  1812.  On  the  reverse  of 
book,  in  a  blue  field,  is  ACCION  /  MEMO  / 
RABLE  /  DEL  7  /  DE  JULIO  /  DE  1822.  The 
ribbon  is  a  wide  violet  stripe,  edged  on  either  side 
with  narrow  red  and  yellow  stripes. 

CROSS  FOR  CASPUENAS  and  BRIHUE- 
GA  1823.  Founded  on  October  18,  1842,  for  the 
Madrid  Militia  under  Don  Juan  Martin  Diez,  who 
took  part  against  the  rebels  at  Caspuenas  and 
Brihuega  on  January  24  and  25,  1823.  The  deco¬ 
ration  consists  of  an  eight-pointed  star,  ball-tipped, 
with  the  points  enamelled  alternately  red  and 
white,  and  surmounted  by  a  green  laurel  wreath. 
In  the  white  medallion  is  1823  surrounded  by  a 
blue  band  inscribed  PREMIO  AL  VALOR  Y 
SUERIMIENTO,  and  on  the  reverse  blue  medal¬ 
lion  is  ACCIONES  DE  CASPUENAS  Y  BRI¬ 
HUEGA.  The  ribbon  is  red  with  a  narrow  white 
stripe  in  the  centre. 

CROSS  FOR  CUENCA  1823.  Founded  on 
January  24,  1837,  by  the  General  Cortez,  under 
Isabella  II,  for  the  heroic  defenders  of  Cuenca 
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during1  1822  and  1823,  against  the  enemies  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  Monarchy.  It  is  a  six- 
pointed  gold  star,  ball-tipped,  enamelled  light  blue, 
with  a  medallion  of  white  bearing  the  inscription 
BENEMERITO  DE  LA  P ATRIA,  around  which 
is  a  gold  edged  white-enamelled  circle  inscribed 
LA  CORTES  GENERALES  DE  1823.  The  re¬ 
verse  centre  is  inscribed  CUENCA  2  Y  3  DE 
MAYO  1823,  surrounded  by  A  LOS  DEFEN- 
SORES  DE  LA  LIBERT  AD.  The  ribbon  is  blue 
with  two  wide  white  stripes  and  narrow  violet 
edges.  Silver  medals  also  were  awarded  by  the 
Cortez  on  August  4,  1823,  to  the  defenders  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  cities  of  Salient,  Porrera  and 
Santa  Coloma  de  Queralt,  but  no  description 
thereof  is  obtainable. 

CROSS  FOR  THE  FIRE  OF  1823.  Founded 
on  September  25,  1823,  to  reward  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  French  army,  who  on  July  20,  1823, 
assisted  in  saving  the  Duke  de  Angouleme  from 
the  fire  in  the  Church  and  Convent  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  Madrid.  It  is  a  white-enamelled  ball- 
tipped  cross,  with  curvilinear  ends,  in  the  angles 
of  which  are  gold  flames.  In  the  centre  is  an 
oval  medallion  on  which  appears  the  arms  of 
Madrid — a  dog  or  bear  at  the  base  of  a  green 
tree  which  is  crowned.  Around  this  on  a  white 
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band  is  MADRID  20  DE  JULIO  DE  1823.  The 
ribbon  is  bright  red,  edged  with  white. 

CROSS  FOR  VALENCIA  1823.  Also  called 
the  Medal  for  Valencia.  Founded  by  the  Cortez 
May  23,  1823,  for  the  soldiers  and  civilians  who 
took  part  in  opposing  the  French  invasion  of  their 
country  under  the  Duke  of  Angouleme.  It  is  a 
silver  cross  of  four  curvilinear  openwork  arms, 
enamelled  white  and  superimposed  on  a  green 
laurel  wreath  and  four  crossed  swords,  and  sur¬ 
mounted  by  a  mural  crown  and  casque.  In  the 
centre  is  a  white-enamelled  shield  inscribed  in 
black  letters  CON  /  NUESTRA  SANGRE  / 
SELLAMOS  /  NUESTRO  /  JURAMENTO. 
On  the  arms  of  the  cross,  in  black,  is  ISABEL 
II  /  V  LAS  CORTES  /  A  LOS  /  V ALIENTES ; 
and  on  the  reverse,  in  a  white  medallion,  is  the 
arms  of  the  city  of  Valencia;  a  red  flame  sur¬ 
mounted  by  two  gold  Ls  crowned.  The  blue  en¬ 
circling  band  is  inscribed,  DE  VALENCIA  ANO 
DE  1823.  The  ribbon  is  yellow  with  three  red 
stripes.  On  November  n,  1836,  this  decoration 
was  again  authorized  by  the  government  to  re¬ 
ward  those  defending  the  cause  of  Isabella  II 
during  the  Carlist  troubles  of  that  year. 

CROSS  OF  CADIZ  1823.  Founded  June  23, 
1836,  for  the  volunteers  of  the  National  Militia 
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of  Madrid,  who  accompanied  the  Cortez  and  King 
to  Cadiz  in  1823.  It  consists  of  a  five-armed, 
ball-tipped  gold  cross,  enamelled  black  with  gold 
battlement  walls  between  the  arms.  On  the  white 
centre  is  the  cipher  of  the  queen  Y  2  surrounded 
by  a  blue  band  inscribed  A  LA  M.  AT.  ( Milicia  Na- 
cional)  DE  MADRID,  and  on  the  reverse  is  1823 
encircled  by  a  blue  band  on  which  is  ISLA  G ADI- 
TAN A.  The  ribbon  is  blue,  edged  with  red. 

CROSS  FOR  NATIONAL  MILITIA  1823. 
Founded  July  14,  1836,  for  the  volunteers  of  Mad¬ 
rid  who  took  part  in  the  defence  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  against  the  French.  It  is  similar  to  the 
above  Cross  of  Cadiz,  but  varies  in  the  inscrip¬ 
tion.  On  the  obverse  is  ISABEL  II  /  A  LA 
MILICIA  N.  AC  I  ON  A  L  /  DE  1823,  and  on  the 
reverse,  PATRIOTISMO  /  Y  /  LEALTAD. 

PLAQUE  FOR  CADIZ  1823.  Founded  on 
February  15,  1841,  during  the  provisional  Re¬ 
gency  of  Maria  Christina  for  the  National  Militia 
who  were  transported  to  Cadiz  to  support  the 
siege  of  that  city  against  the  French.  It  con¬ 
sists  of  a  gold  ball-tipped  star  of  four  points 
enamelled  blue,  superimposed  upon  a  green  laurel 
wreath,  bearing  in  the  red  centre  a  gold  castle 
encircled  by  a  white  band  inscribed  CADIZ  1823. 
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PLAQUE  FOR  NATIONAL  MILITIA  1823. 
Founded  May  12,  1841,  for  the  National  Militia 
which  took  part  in  the  defence  of  the  liberties  of 
the  country  against  the  French  in  other  places 
than  Madrid.  It  is  similar  to  the  above  plaque 
for  Cadiz,  save  that  the  enamel  is  violet,  the  circle 
is  red  and  the  inscription  is  M.  N.  ESPEDIC IO¬ 
NA  RI A  1823. 

CROSS  FOR  PRISONERS  1823.  Founded 
October  17,  1842,  for  the  members  of  the  army 
who  had  been  taken  prisoners  by  the  French  and 
sent  into  Spain  in  1823  after  the  Congress  of 
Verona.  It  was  at  this  Congress  that  France, 
Austria,  Russia  and  Prussia  had  insisted  upon 
Spain  altering  her  Constitution.  The  decoration 
is  a  gold  cross,  enamelled  black  with  white  edges, 
gold  rays  in  the  angles,  and  in  the  centre  of  white 
a  gold  castle  with  laurel  branches  on  either  side 
and  around  this  HONOR,  VALOR,  CONST AN- 
CIA,  1823.  On  the  reverse  shield  is  a  laurel 
wreath  and  PRISIONEROS  DEL  ANO  1823. 
The  ribbon  is  black  with  red  and  yellow  stripes 
at  the  edges. 

MEDAL  FOR  VILLAR  DF  CIERVOS  1823. 
Founded  on  October  16,  1823,  by  the  King,  and 
bestowed  on  twenty-seven  citizens  of  Villar  de 
Ciervos  for  their  distinguished  service  on  August 
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27th,  1823,  in  the  engagement  against  the  Con¬ 
stitutional  band  of  Don  Alonzo  Martin,  Lieut. 
Colonel  of  the  regiment  of  Algarbia,  and  brother 
of  the  notorious  Empecinado.  This  was  at  the 
time  of  the  Constitutional  uprising,  believed  to 
have  been  brought  about  by  General  Rafael  del 
Riego,  when  the  French  king  sent  an  army  into 
Spain,  commanded  by  the  Due  d’Angouleme,  to 
demand  the  alteration  of  the  Constitution  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  Congress  of  Verona  in  October, 

1822.  The  decoration  is  a  silver  medal,  in  the 
centre  of  which  is  the  bust  of  Ferdinand  VII,  en¬ 
circled  by  A  LOS  VALIENTES  DEFEN- 
SORES  DE  SU  REV  FERNANDO  VII.  On 
the  reverse,  in  horizontal  lines  is  REALIST  AS 

DE  /  VILLAR  DE  CIERVOS  /  A  NO  DE 

1823.  The  ribbon  is  half  white  and  half  red. 

PLAQUE  FOR  ALMERIA  1824.  This  un¬ 
usual  decoration  was  instituted  by  the  regency  on 
August  25,  1841,  and  awarded  to  those  who  took 
part  in  the  unfortunate  attack  on  Almeria  on  the 
morning  of  August  13,  1824,  in  attempting  to 
restore  the  National  liberty.  It  is  circular  in 
form  (55x85  mm.),  a  white  enamelled  field  en¬ 
circled  by  a  palm  and  laurel  branch,  and  sur¬ 
mounted  by  a  laurel  wreath  which  is  tied  at  the 
top  with  a  large  flowing  knot  of  white  and  red- 
enamelled  ribbon.  Superimposed  on  this  is  a  large 
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red-enamelled  Greek  cross,  the  centre  of  which 
bears  a  five-pointed  gold  star  with  a  red  centre, 
on  which  is  L.  o.  M.  ( Libcrtad  ou  Mucrta).  On 
the  upper  part  of  the  white  field  of  the  plaque 
appear  the  words  MART  I  RES  DE  LA  LIBER- 
1  AD  EN  S.  BARI  OLOME  1824;  and  on  the 
lower  field,  ALMERIA. 

MEDAL  FOR  TARIhA  1824.  Founded  on 
June  18,  1841,  for  a  number  of  Spanish  citizens 
under  Francois  Valdes,  who,  for  ten  days  de¬ 
fended  Jarifa  against  five  thousand  insurgents  in 
August,  1824.  The  decoration  is  oval,  of  red- 
enamelled  flames  with  a  golden  castle  at  the  cen¬ 
tre,  from  the  top  of  which  an  armoured  arm 
brandishes  a  sword.  Under  the  castle  is  the  word 
J  A L.OR.  A  laurel  wreath  surmounts  the  medal; 
and  on  the  reverse  is  a  gold  oval  inscribed  TA- 
RIF A  1824.  1  lie  ribbon  is  of  three  equal  stripes, 
green  (left),  yellow  (centre)  and  violet  (right). 

PLAQUE  Oh  LIBERTY.  Founded  on  May 
14,  1841,  for  those  who  during  1830  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  years,  assisted  in  reestablishing  the  Consti¬ 
tutional  Government  in  Spain.  It  is  circular  in 
form  and  composed  of  twenty-two  faceted  rays, 
in  the  centre  of  which  is  an  enamelled  field  with 
two  globes  or  hemispheres,  tied  with  a  red  band 
and  surmounted  by  a  royal  crown.  On  either  side 
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is  a  pillar  of  Hercules,  one  with  PLL'S,  and  the 
other  with  ULTRA,  on  white  scrolls,  joined  by  a 
chain.  In  the  background  are  several  mountain 
peaks  in  white,  from  one  of  which  extends  an 
armoured  arm  holding  a  sword.  This  entire 
device  is  encircled  by  a  green  laurel  wreath,  inter¬ 
twined  with  a  red  ribbon,  inscribed  in  black  let¬ 
ters  P  ATRIA  HONOR  LIBERT  AD  /  CO¬ 
LUMN  AS  LIBERTADORAS  1830. 

CROSS  FOR  VARGAS  1833.  Founded  on 
February  20,  1838,  for  the  loyalists  who  took  part 
in  the  engagement  of  November  3,  1833,  at  Vargas 
during  the  Carlist  uprising  of  that  year.  It  is  a 
gold  Maltese  cross,  ball-tipped  and  with  gold  rays 
in  the  angles,  superimposed  on  a  violet-enamelled 
circle,  and  surmounted  by  a  gold  laurel  wreath. 
On  the  circle  in  black  letters  is  A L  VALOR  Y 
LEALTAD.  VARGAS  3  DE  NOVRE  1833. 
The  reverse  is  plain.  The  ribbon  is  of  equal 
stripes  of  orange  and  violet,  with  a  narrow  white 
stripe  in  the  centre. 

CROSS  FOR  SARAGOSSA.  Founded  by  the 
Regency  on  April  15,  1842,  for  the  troops  of  the 
second  battalion  of  the  National  Militia  of  Sara¬ 
gossa,  who  took  part  in  the  suppression  of  the 
Carlist  rebels  under  Everisto  and  Cabrera  during 
the  troubles  of  1833-1835.  It  is  a  white  enamelled 
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Maltese  cross  superimposed  on  a  green  laurel 
wreath,  with  a  diamond-shaped  red  medallion  in 
the  centre,  on  which  is  a  crowned  gold  lion,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  a  green  hand  inscribed  CAZ ADORES 
DEL  2 0  BATALLON  DE  LA  M.  N.  V.  ( Milicia 
National  Voluntario)  DE  ZARAGOZA.  The 
centre  of  the  ribbon  is  of  horizontal  lines  of  red 
and  white  of  equal  width,  with  perpendicular 
stripes  of  blue  and  white  at  either  side. 

MEDAL  FOR  DEFENSE  OF  VERGARA 
1834.  Founded  on  October  3,  1834,  by  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  during  the  infancy  of  Isabella  II  for  the 
women  who  took  part  in  the  defense  of  Vergara, 
near  San  Sebastian,  on  September  5.  1834.  It  is 
an  oval  gold  medal  surmounted  by  a  knot  of  gold 
ribbon,  hearing  on  the  obverse  a  gold  bust  of  the 
Queen-mother,  Maria  Christina,  on  a  red- 
enamelled  field,  surrounded  by  a  white  band.  On 
the  plain  reverse,  in  horizontal  lines,  are  the 
words  AL  DENUEDO  /  DE  LAS  DEFEN- 
SORAS  /  DE  VERGARA  /  MARIA  CHRIS¬ 
TINA  R/AXA  /  GOBERN ADORA.  The 
ribbon  is  light  blue. 

CROSS  FOR  MEND  IGOR  RIA  1835.  Founded 
September  23,  1835,  f°r  the  nien  °f  the  army 
of  the  North,  who,  under  General  Luis  Fernandez 
de  Cordova,  won  the  battle  of  Mendigorria  on  July 
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16,  1835.  It  is  a  white-enamelled,  gold-edged 
cross  of  five  arms,  ball-tipped  and  surmounted  by 
a  laurel  wreath.  A  similar  wreath  is  intertwined 
between  the  Arms,  and  on  the  red-enamelled 
medallion  is  the  cipher  of  the  youthful  queen  Y  2 
encircled  by  a  blue  band  inscribed  PREMIO  AL 
VALOR;  the  reverse  medallion  has  in  the  centre 
LE  REIN  A  A  SUS  DEFENSORES  encircled 
by  MENDIGORRIA  16  DE  JULIO  DE  1835. 
The  ribbon  is  crimson. 

CROSS  FOR  ST.  MARIA  DEL  HORT  1836. 
Founded  September  15,  1842,  for  the  militia  of 
Barcelona,  who  in  January,  1836,  attacked  and 
captured  the  fort  of  Santa  Maria  del  Hort,  under 
the  leadership  of  Colonel  Don  Antonio  Niubo. 
The  decoration  is  a  flesh-colored  Maltese  cross 
edged  with  gold,  ball-tipped,  surmounted  by  a 
green  laurel  wreath,  and  having  cannon  and 
flames  in  the  angles.  The  centre  medallion  has  a 
view  of  the  Sanctuary  of  St.  Maria  del  Hort, 
encircled  by  a  white  band  inscribed  AL  VALOR 
CONSTANCIA  Y  SUFRIMIENTO ;  and  on  the 
reverse  blue  centre,  23  DE  ENERO  DE  1836, 
encircled  by  a  blue  band  on  which  is  FOR  EL 
SANTUARIO  DE  NRA  SRA  DEL  HORT. 
The  ribbon  has  narrow  stripes  of  red  at  the  edges, 
and  equal  stripes  of  white  separated  by  one  of 
black. 
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CROSS  FOR  CHIVA  1836.  Founded  on  No¬ 
vember  30,  1840,  by  the  Provisional  Regency  for 
the  Militia  of  Valencia  who  took  part  in  the 
mountain  engagements  of  Chiva  a  Requena  on 
April  2.  1836.  The  cross  is  formed  of  four  red- 
enamelled  swords  with  gold  handles,  and  with 
gold  rays  in  the  centre,  surmounted  by  a  green 
laurel  wreath.  In  the  white  medallion  is  the  in¬ 
scription  CHIVA  /  2  DE  ABRIL  /  DE  1836; 
and  on  the  reverse,  PATRIOTISMO.  The  rib¬ 
bon  is  green  with  a  red  stripe  each  side. 

MEDAL  FOR  SAN  SEBASTIAN  1836.  A 
detachment  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  led  by  Lieut. 
Colonel  Colquehoun  R.A.,  was  sent  by  England 
to  assist  Isabella  II  in  the  Carlist  War  of  that 
year.  A  medal  was  authorized  on  April  23,  1842, 
for  the  British  volunteers  who  were  in  action  on 
the  heights  of  San  Sebastian  on  May  5,  1836.  An 
English  writer  says  that  these  were  of  white 
metal,  and  that  the  officers  on  their  return  to 
England  had  a  die  cut  and  silver  medals  struck, 
though  Duenas,  a  Spanish  writer,  states  that  they 
were  issued  in  silver.  On  the  obverse  of  the  medal 
is  a  lion,  passant ,  encircled  by  a  collar  of  the 
Order  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  surrounded  by  the 
inscription  ESP  AN  A  AGRADECIPA  (Spanish 
Gratitude).  On  the  reverse  is  a  cross  pattee  with 
crowns  in  each  angle,  in  the  centre  of  which  is 
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SAN  SEBASTIAN  5  DE  MAYO  1836,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  a  laurel  wreath.  The  ribbon  is  blue 
with  a  yellow  stripe  each  side.  In  the  writer’s 
collection  is  one  of  these  silver  medals,  awarded 
to  Captain  MacDonald  of  the  6th  Regiment,  to¬ 
gether  with  bis  Order  of  St.  Ferdinand.  A 
pewter  medal  examined  was  struck  from  the 
same  dies.  Tancred  states  that  this  was  an  ill- 
advised  expedition,  and  that  many  of  the  English¬ 
men  returned  broken  down  in  health  and  consti¬ 
tution  and  were  unable  to  obtain  employment  and 
that  they  were  found  begging  on  the  streets  of 
London. 


CROSS  FOR  ST.  SEBASTIAN.  Elvin,  an 
English  authority,  gives  a  double  silver  cross,  in¬ 
scribed  on  the  obverse  SI'  SEBASTIAN  v.  2da 
5°  MAYO  1836,  and  on  the  reverse  the  name  of 
the  recipient,  within  a  laurel  wreath,  though  it  is 
mentioned  by  no  Spanish  authority.  Ribbon  as 
above. 

SHIELD  FOR  LODOSA.  Founded  Febru¬ 
ary  28,  1837,  for  a  corps  of  cavalry,  under  Gen¬ 
eral  D.  Miguel  Iribarren,  who  took  part  in  the 
affairs  at  Lodoso  in  Navarra,  on  August  19,  1836. 
The  decoration  consists  of  two  crossed  sabres 
interlaced  by  a  laurel  wreath  ;  through  this  passes  a 
lance  flying  a  red  and  white  pennant. 
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CROSS  FOR  CANTAVIEJA  1836.  Founded 
February  14,  1837,  for  the  troops  under  General 
Fvaristo  San  Miguel,  who  took  part  in  the  siege 
and  occupation  of  Cantavieja,  October  31,  1836, 
during  the  Carlist  war.  It  is  composed  of  two 
crossed  gold  cannon,  surmounted  by  a  gold  knot 
of  ribbon,  above  which  is  a  green  laurel  wreath ; 
on  the  medallion  appears  a  gold  tower  in  a  green 
field  encircled  by  a  white  band,  inscribed  SUERI- 
MIENTO  Y  BIZARRIA.  On  the  white  reverse 
medallion  is  CANTAVIEJA  31  DE  OCTUBRE 
DE  1836,  encircled  by  a  green  band  inscribed 
POR  ISABEL  II  Y  LA  CONSTITUCION. 
The  ribbon  is  dark  green,  edged  with  red.  The 
cross  for  the  privates  was  bronze-gilt. 

CROSS  FOR  BILBAO  1835.  Founded  on 
July  6,  1835,  by  the  Queen  Regent,  and  awarded 
to  those  who  had  taken  part  in  the  defense  of 
Bilbao  on  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  under  the  command 
of  Mirasol,  during  the  first  siege  by  the  Carlists. 
It  is  a  four-armed  gold  Maltese  cross  with  white- 
enamelled  borders,  ball-tipped  and  surmounted  by 
a  green  laurel  wreath  with  alternate  towers  and 
lions  in  the  angles.  On  the  obverse  red  medallion 
is  a  gold  bust  of  the  Queen  encircled  bv  a  similar 
band  inscribed  ISABEL  2 A  P ATRIA  I"  LIBER- 
TAD,  and  on  the  reverse  red  medallion  is  the 
arms  of  the  city — a  tower,  a  stone  bridge  and  two 
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mules  in  the  field — surrounded  bv  a  blue  band  in¬ 
scribed  SIT  10  DE  BILBAO  JUNIO  DE  1835. 
The  ribbon  is  red  with  a  narrow  blue  band  each 
side. 

CROSS  FOR  LIBERATORS  OF  BILBAO 

1836.  Authorized  by  Isabella  II  on  January  3, 

1837,  for  the  British  volunteers  who  assisted  in 
the  Carlist  war  and  who  with  Cabrera’s  army 
raised  the  siege  of  December,  1836.  This  cross 
was  also  given  to  British  naval  men  who  assisted 
General  Espartero  on  December  24  and  25,  1836. 
The  decoration  is  a  gold  Maltese  cross,  ball-tipped, 
enamelled  blue  with  white  edges,  and  surmounted 
by  a  laurel  wreath,  and  with  crossed  cannon  in 
the  angles.  On  the  cross  arms  are  grenades  with 
flames,  and  in  the  centre  red  medallion  is  a  castle 
encircled  by  a  white  band  inscribed  SALVO  A 
BILBAO;  on  the  reverse  medallion  is  depicted 
a  battered  wall  encircled  by  a  white  band,  in¬ 
scribed  EN  SU  TERCER  SITIO  1836.  The 
ribbon  is  of  three  equal  stripes,  two  of  green  at 
the  sides  and  one  of  yellow  in  the  centre.  The 
officer’s  cross  was  of  gold  and  enamel ;  those  of 
the  rank  and  file  of  silver.  The  latter  is  found 
inscribed  simply  BILBAO  1836,  and  it  is  pre¬ 
sumed  these  were  given  to  the  Spanish  troops 
who  assisted  in  this  engagement,  no  authority 
having  been  found  for  such. 
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CROSS  FOR  DEFENDERS  OF  BILBAO 
1836.  Authorized  January  3,  1837,  by  Queen  Isa¬ 
bella  II  for  the  troops  who  defended  Bilbao  in 
the  Carlist  war  during  the  siege  of  December, 
1836.  It  is  a  gold  Maltese  cross,  each  arm  termi¬ 
nating  in  three  points,  ball-tipped,  and  with  gren¬ 
ades  in  the  angles.  A  green-enamelled  laurel 
wreath  with  a  gold  castle  in  the  centre  surmounts 
the  cross.  On  the  obverse  medallion  of  red  is  a 
gold  tower,  encircled  by  a  blue  band  inscribed 
DEFEN  DIO  A  LA  INVICTA  BILBAO;  on 
the  reverse  is  a  wall  and  tower  encircled  by  a 
blue  band  inscribed  EN  SU  TERCER  SITIO 
1836.  The  ribbon  is  of  three  equal  stripes,  two 
of  yellow  on  the  sides  and  one  of  green  in  the 
centre. 

CROSS  FOR  GRA  1837.  Founded  on  Au¬ 
gust  4,  1843,  for  the  troops  of  the  Catalonian 
army  under  Baron  de  Meer,  to  commemorate  the 
defeat  of  the  forces  under  Don  Carlos  at  Gra 
on  June  12,  1837.  It  is  a  red-enamelled  gold  star 
of  five  points,  ball-tipped.  In  the  centre  is  a  blue 
medallion  bearing  a  gold  sun  and  encircled  by  a 
white  band  on  which  is  inscribed  GRA  12  DE 
JUNIO  DE  1837.  The  star  is  surmounted  by  a 
green  laurel  wreath,  through  which  passes  the 
suspension  ribbon  of  black  with  two  narrow  white 
stripes  in  the  centre. 
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MEDAL  FOR  CHIVA  1837.  Founded  on 
August  31,  1837,  for  troops  fighting  under  Gen¬ 
eral  Marcel ino  Oroa,  for  gallantry  at  the  battle 
of  Valencia  on  July  15,  1837.  Of  gold  for  the 
officers  and  of  silver  for  the  men.  It  consists  of 
a  circular  white  medallion  with  a  figured  gold 
border,  encircled  by  a  green  laurel  wreath  and 
surmounted  by  a  knot  of  ribbon  with  long  streamer 
ends,  on  which  is  DISCIPLINA  V  VALOR  / 
VENCEN  LA  FUERZA.  On  the  obverse  cen¬ 
tre  is  inscribed  BAT  ALLA  /  DE  CHIVA  /  15 
DE  JULIO  /  DE  1837.  The  reverse  is  plain. 
The  ribbon  is  orange  with  a  blue  stripe  at  either 
side. 

MEDAL  FOR  SEGOVIA  1837.  Founded  on 
April  25,  1842,  for  the  militia  and  civilians  of 
Segovia  in  old  Castile,  who  defended  that  city 
against  the  Carlists  on  August  4,  1837.  It  is  an 
oval  medallion,  on  the  centre  of  which  is  the  Arms 
of  the  city  (a  two-tiered  aquaduct)  surrounded 
by  a  blue  band  inscribed  SEGOVIA  POR  LA 
LIBERTAD  4  DE  AGOSTO  DE  1837.  This  is 
encircled  by  gold  palm-branches  and  superimposed 
on  two  crossed  swords.  The  whole  is  surmounted 
by  a  green  laurel  wreath,  within  which  is  an  open 
book  inscribed  CONSTITUCION  POLITICA 
1837.  The  ribbon  is  white-edged  with  narrow 
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yellow  and  red  bands  of  equal  width,  the  yellow 
being'  outermost. 

CROSS  FOR  1837.  Padiglioni,  an  Italian 
writer,  is  the  sole  authority  for  this  decoration. 
He  states  that  it  was  awarded  to  the  National 
Militia  who  assisted  in  upholding  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  of  that  period.  On  the  obverse  the  words 
FIDELIDAD  Y  CONST  ANTI  A  are  inscribed, 
and  on  the  reverse  is  CON STITJJ CION  DE 
1837.  No  further  description  is  given. 

CROSS  FOR  BAEZA,  UBEDA  and  CAS- 
TRIL  1838.  Founded  on  February  28,  1839,  for 
the  troops  under  General  D.  Laureano  Sanz,  who 
took  part  in  the  engagements  of  February  5  and 
27,  1838,  in  Andalusia.  It  is  of  gold  for  the 
officers  and  of  silver  for  the  men,  and  is  in  the 
form  of  a  Maltese  cross  with  the  upper  arm  com¬ 
posed  of  a  double  scroll  and  surmounted  by  a 
laurel  wreath.  On  the  arms  are  black-enamelled 
reserves,  from  which  extend  gold  hands  clasping 
a  wreath  of  immortelles.  The  ribbon  consists  of 
diagonal  bands  of  black  and  red,  with  a  narrow 
black  and  red  edge.  On  the  ribbon  is  a  wide  band 
of  gold  (or  silver)  inscribed  in  black,  LA 
REIN  A  A  LOS  LI  BERT  A  /  DO  RES  DE  LAS 
ANDALUCIAS :  /  BAEZA,  UBEDA  Y  CAS- 
TRIL,  /  5  Y  27  DE  FEBRERO  DE  1838. 
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Baeza,  Ubeda,  Castril 
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CROSS  FOR  SARAGOSSA  1838.  Founded 
by  Queen  Isabella  II  on  April  16,  1838,  and 
awarded  to  the  troops  and  individuals  taking  part 
in  this  engagement  against  the  Carlists.  The 
decoration  is  a  red-enamelled  gold  cross  with 
curvilinear  ends,  surmounted  by  a  wreath  of 
laurel  and  palm.  On  the  obverse  medallion  of 
white  is  COM  BAT  10  /  POR  LA  LI  BERT  AD 
/  EN  5  DE  MARZO  /  DE  1838.  On  the  reverse, 
ISABEL  II  /  A  LA  SI  EM  P  RE  /  HEROIC  A 
/  ZARAGOZA.  The  ribbon  is  blue,  edged  with 
black. 

CROSS  FOR  PENACERRADA  1838.  This 
was  founded  on  July  20,  1838,  by  Isabella  II,  and 
awarded  to  those  taking  part  in  the  engagement 
against  the  Carlists  on  June  20,  1838,  at  Peha- 
cerrada.  The  decoration  is  a  bronze  Maltese  cross 
with  cannon  crossed  in  the  angles;  and  on  the 
medallion  is  a  castle  encircled  by  the  motto  LO 
TOME  POR  AS  ALTO.  On  the  reverse  medal¬ 
lion  in  horizontal  lines  is  PER ACERRADA  /  20 
DE  JUNIO  /  DE  1838.  The  ribbon  is  three 
equal  stripes — red  on  the  sides  and  black  in  the 
centre. 

CROSS  FOR  THE  SIEGE  OF  SOLSONA 
1838.  Founded  on  August  20,  1838,  by  Isabella 
II,  for  the  troops,  under  General  de  Meer,  taking 
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part  in  the  siege  and  capture  of  Solsona  July  21 
to  27,  1838,  during  the  Carlist  war.  It  is  a  gold 
cross,  enamelled  black  and  edged  with  white,  sur¬ 
mounted  by  a  royal  crown.  In  the  cross  angles 
are  gold  lyres,  and  on  the  obverse  medallion  is 
the  arms  of  the  city  (a  gold  sun  on  a  blue  field) 
encircled  by  a  white  band  inscribed  SITIO  Y 
AS  ALTO  DE  SOLSONA.  On  the  reverse  blue 
medallion  are  the  initials  of  the  Queen,  Y  2  sur¬ 
rounded  by  the  inscription  23  DE  JULIO  DE 
1838.  The  ribbon  is  three  equal  stripes,  red  in 
the  centre  and  black  on  the  sides,  edged  with  red. 
The  officers  received  this  cross  in  gold  and  th<» 
men  in  silver. 

CROSS  FOR  CHESTE  1838.  Founded  on 
May  5,  1841,  by  the  Provisional  Regency  for  the 
Militia  of  Valencia  for  the  action  at  Cheste  on 
December  2,  1838,  during  the  Carlist  troubles. 
It  is  a  cross  with  concave  ends,  enamelled  white 
with  gold  edges,  with  a  green  laurel  wreath 
passing  above  the  side  arms  and  under  the  other 
arms.  In  the  white  centre  of  the  obverse  medal¬ 
lion  is  CHESTE  /  2  DE  DICIEMBRE  /  DE 
1838;  on  the  gold  reverse  is  AL  P  AT  RIOT  I S- 
MO.  The  ribbon  is  white  with  a  narrow  green 
band  at  the  sides. 
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CROSS  FOR  INIESTA  1838.  Founded  at 
the  same  time  as  the  above  for  those  taking  part 
in  the  expedition  of  Iniesta  on  December  6,  1838. 
The  decoration  is  similar  except  that  the  cross  is 
red,  and  on  the  obverse  medallion  is  inscribed 
INIESTA  /  6  DE  DICIEMBRE  /  DE  1838,  and 
the  ribbon  is  white  with  wide  green  bands  each 
side. 

CROSS  FOR  TALES  1839.  Founded  on  Au¬ 
gust  4,  1843,  for  the  troops  under  General  Leo¬ 
pold  O’Donnell  to  whom  the  castle  and  fortress 
of  Tales  were  surrendered  by  the  troops  of 
Cabrera  on  August  14,  1839,  during  the  Carlist 
war.  The  decoration  is  a  cross  formed  of  two 
crossed  cannon  on  a  green  laurel  wreath,  in  the 
centre  of  which,  on  a  red  field,  are  three  gold 
castles  surrounded  by  the  words  TALES  14  DE 
AGOSTO  DE  1839  on  a  yellow  band.  The  rib¬ 
bon  is  blue  with  three  red  stripes. 

MEDAL  FOR  PFRACAMPS  1840.  Founded 
on  June  11,  1840,  by  Isabella  II,  for  the  Catalonian 
army  under  Don  Antonio  Van  Halen,  who  took 
part  in  the  engagements  of  Casa-Serra,  and  at 
Peracamps  on  April  24  and  28,  1840,  during  the 
Carlist  troubles.  It  was  of  gold  for  the  officers, 
bearing  on  the  obverse,  within  an  oak  and  laurel 
wreath  tied  with  a  blue-enamelled  ribbon,  a  trophy 
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of  arms  and  a  blue  shield  inscribed  BAT  ALLAS 
DE  PERACAMPS .  On  the  reverse  oval  of  blue 
is  7  2  encircled  by  a  white  band  edged  with  gold, 
inscribed  24  Y  28  ABRIL  1840,  and  displaying 
two  branches  of  laurel.  The  ribbon  is  bright  red. 
A  bronze  medal  for  the  men  was  issued  without 
the  wreath  on  the  obverse,  and  carried  from  a 
similar  ribbon. 

CROSS  FOR  MORELLA  1840.  Founded  on 
July  8,  1840,  and  awarded  to  the  army  of  the 
North  who  were  in  the  operations  before  and 
during  the  siege  and  capture  of  the  castle  of 
Morelia  (the  stronghold  of  Cabrera)  from  the 
19th  to  the  20th  of  May,  1840,  during  the  Carlist 
war.  These  troops  had  been  led  by  General  Es- 
partero,  the  Duke  of  Vitoria,  who  had  been 
declared  Regent  when  Queen  Christina  had  been 
forced  to  retire  to  France.  The  decoration  is  a 
six-pointed  red-enamelled  gold  star,  ball-tipped  and 
surmounted  by  a  gold  mural  crown.  On  the  ob¬ 
verse  medallion  is  a  gold  tower  in  a  blue  field, 
encircled  by  the  inscription  EJERCITO  ESPE- 
DICIONARIO  DEI.  NORTE,  and  on  the  reverse 
of  blue  is  a  flaming  grenade,  encircled  by  the 
legend  MORELLA  30  DE  MAYO  DE  1840. 
The  ribbon  is  red,  edged  with  white. 
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CROSS  FOR  OLMEDILLA  1840.  Founded 
on  August  4,  1843,  for  the  troops  under  D. 
Manuel  de  la  Concha,  Commanding  General  of 
Cuenca,  Guadalajara  and  Albaceta,  who  fought 
on  the  heights  of  Olmedilla,  which  brilliant  ac¬ 
tion  took  place  on  June  15,  1840.  The  decoration 
is  a  four-armed  ball-tipped  star,  enamelled  red 
with  white  edges  surmounted  by  a  wreath.  In 
the  obverse  centre,  on  a  red  field,  is  Y  2,  the  cipher 
of  the  Queen,  around  which  on  a  white  band  is 
CONSTANCIA  Y  SUFRIMIENTO;  and  on 
the  reverse,  OLMEDILLA  15  DE  JUKIO  DE 
1840.  The  ribbon  is  blue  with  two  wide  white 
stripes  at  the  sides. 

CROSS  OF  SEPTEMBER  1,  1840.  Founded 
by  the  Regent  on  August  12,  1841,  for  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Juntas  and  the  National  Militia  who 
took  part  in  the  publication  of  the  Constitution 
at  Madrid  on  September  1,  1840.  It  is  a  “cross” 
of  eight  arms,  each  of  which  has  three  stripes 
and  terminates  in  three  points,  the  inner  stripe 
being  of  yellow  and  the  outer  stripes  red.  A 
green  laurel  wreath  is  interlaced  through  the 
arms.  On  the  obverse  medallion  of  white  is  the 
arms  of  Madrid  encircled  by  a  blue  band  on  which 
are  seven  gold  stars.  This,  in  turn,  is  encircled 
by  a  white  band  inscribed  PRONUNCIAM.  DE 
1°  DE  SET.  DE  1840.  On  the  reverse  of  gold  is 
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an  open  book  of  white,  encircled  by  a  white  band 
inscribed  CONSTITUCION  DE  1837.  The  rib¬ 
bon  is  three  equal  stripes,  green,  yellow  and  red. 

CROSS  FOR  CIVIL  VALOR.  Founded  on 
July  29,  1841,  for  those  citizens  who  by  their 
patriotism  helped  to  establish  in  Spain  a  repre¬ 
sentative  Government.  The  decoration  is  a  four¬ 
armed  cross,  each  arm  divided  into  three  sections, 
each  gold-edged  and  white-enamelled,  terminating 
in  a  point.  There  are  gold  rays  in  the  angles. 
In  the  centre  of  the  red-enamelled  obverse,  with¬ 
in  a  palm  and  olive  wreath,  is  a  gold  medallion, 
on  which,  in  a  square  of  white,  is  the  inscription 
VALOR  CIVICO.  The  ribbon  is  red  with  a 
narrow  black  stripe  each  side. 

MEDAL  FOR  CADIZ  1841.  Founded  by  the 
Regent  on  April  17,  1842,  for  the  Militia  who 
took  part  in  the  Carlist  troubles  of  October,  1841. 
It  consists  of  a  circular  medallion  superimposed 
on  two  crossed  dags  (yellow  and  red)  and  a 
green  laurel  wreath,  and  surmounted  by  a  gold 
castle.  On  the  obverse  medallion  are  the  pillars 
of  Hercules,  with  the  sun  rays  and  an  open  book 
of  the  Constitution  in  the  field.  The  reverse 
medallion  is  inscribed  LIBERT  AD  INDE¬ 
PENDENCE!  OCTUBRE  1841.  The  ribbon 
consists  of  a  stripe  of  yellow  edged  with  red  on 
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the  left,  and  of  red  edged  with  yellow  on  the 
right. 

MEDAL  FOR  MADRID  OCTOBER  7,  1841. 
Authorized  on  October  17,  1841,  by  the  Regent, 
the  Duke  of  Vitoria  (General  Espartero)  for 
the  garrison  of  Madrid,  the  National  Militia  and 
others  who  defended  Queen  Christina  against  the 
Carlists,  on  the  night  of  October  7-8,  1841.  It  is 
a  bronze  gilt  medal,  surmounted  by  a  royal  crown 
and  superimposed  on  four  crossed  halberds  in 
pairs.  On  the  obverse,  within  palm  and  laurel 
branches,  is  a  blue  oval  on  which  is  an  open  book, 
inscribed  CONSTITUCION  DEL  AKO  1837, 
encircled  by  a  white  band,  reading  DAN  SU 
SANG  RE  POR  LA  LEY  Y  EL  TRONO.  On 
the  reverse  blue  oval  is  NOCHE  /  DEL  7  DE  / 
OCTUBRE  /  DE  1841.  The  ribbon  is  red  with 
two  white  stripes  each  side. 

MEDAL  FOR  PAMPLONA  1841.  Founded 
on  October  23,  1841,  for  the  troops  of  Pamplona 
who  took  part  in  the  uprising  of  the  early  days 
of  October  of  that  year.  It  is  an  oval  silver 
medal  having  in  the  centre  a  crowned  lion,  ram¬ 
pant,  surrounded  by  a  band  on  which  is  A  LOS 
DEFENSORES  DE  PAMPLONA.  On  the 
plain  reverse,  within  a  laurel  wreath  is  OC- 
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TUB  RE,  1841.  The  ribbon  is  light  blue,  with  a 
narrow  yellow  stripe  on  each  side. 

CROSSES  FOR  CASTILE,  ARAGON  AND 
GUIPUZCOA  1841.  These  decorations  were 
founded  by  the  Regent  on  October  24,  1841,  for 
the  troops  and  National  Militia  who  took  part 
in  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion  of  October  and 
November,  1841,  in  Castile,  Aragon  and  the  prov¬ 
ince  of  San  Sebastian.  They  are  alike,  save  for 
the  reverse  medallion.  It  is  a  star  of  four 
elongated  rays  resembling  a  cross,  ball-tipped, 
green-enamelled  and  with  balls  in  the  angles.  The 
points  are  connected  by  oak  leaves,  thus  forming 
a  wreath;  and  on  the  obverse  square  medallion 
of  blue  is  a  gold  sun.  The  reverse  medallion  is 
likewise  blue.  For  Castile,  the  reverse  inscrip¬ 
tion  is  A  LAS  TROPAS  FIELES  DI  CAS¬ 
TILLA  LA  VIEJA  EN  14  DE  NOVIEMBRE 
DE  1841.  For  Aragon,  A  LAS  TROPAS 
FIELES  DE  ARAGON  Y  SU  M.N.  EN  15  DE 
NOVIEMBRE  DE  1841,  and  for  Guipuzcoa,  it 
reads  A  LAS  TROPAS  FIELES  DE  GUI¬ 
PUZCOA  Y  SU  M.N.  EN  27  DE  OCTUBRE 
DE  1841.  The  ribbon  has  equal  stripes  of  white 
and  black,  the  black  being  to  the  right. 

CROSS  FOR  THE  JUSTICES  OF  MADRID 
1840-1841.  Founded  December  29,  1842,  for  the 
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justices  of  the  wards  of  Madrid  for  their  activi¬ 
ties  and  zeal  during  the  troubles  of  1840  and  1841, 
when  the  queen-mother,  Maria  Christina  had  to 
retire  to  France,  and  Espartero  was  made  Regent 
for  the  infanta,  Isabella  II.  The  decoration  is  a 
Maltese  cross,  ball-tipped  and  double-pointed, 
enamelled  blue  with  white  edges.  In  the  obverse 
medallion  of  blue  is  Y  2,  encircled  by  a  white 
band  inscribed  AL  ZELO  Y  ACTIVIDAD ;  and 
on  the  blue  reverse  medallion  is  A  LOS  AL¬ 
CALDES  DE  BARRIO  DE  MADRID.  The 
ribbon  is  green  with  a  narrow  red  stripe  each 
side. 

CROSS  OF  JULY  1843.  Sculfort,  a  French 
writer,  gives  a  short  account  of  this  cross,  but  no 
other  authority  mentions  it.  It  is  described  as  a 
six-pointed  blue-enamelled  star,  surmounted  by  a 
mural  crown,  bearing  on  the  obverse  centre  a  gold 
tower  and  the  inscription.  LEALTAD  CON- 
STANCIA,  and  on  the  reverse  JULIO  DE  1843. 

MEDAL  OF  ISABELLA  II.  No  Spanish 
authority  has  been  found  for  the  issuance  of  this 
medal,  though  the  writer  has  two  specimens  which 
appear  to  have  been  worn.  On  the  edge  of  one 
is  engraved  the  name  of  the  recipient,  Bcrtran 
Eierros  and  on  the  other  Guillermo  Cruz.  The 
medals  are  silver,  35  mm.  in  diameter,  having  on 
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the  obverse  a  laureated  head  of  Queen  Isabella 
II,  facing  right,  surrounded  by  the  title  ISABEL 
2a  REINA  DE  LAS  ESPANAS.  On  the  re¬ 
verse  is  the  crowned  arms  of  the  queen  sur¬ 
rounded  by  mantling  and  the  collar  of  the  Order 
of  the  Golden  Fleece.  The  ribbon  is  three  equal 
stripes,  yellow  in  the  centre  and  red  at  the  sides. 

MEDAL  FOR  MOROCCO  i860.  Awarded  to 
troops  taking  part  in  the  African  campaign  of 
that  year  against  the  Moors.  The  decoration  is  of 
silver  and  white  metal.  A  round  medal  is  super¬ 
imposed  on  a  cross  and  surmounted  by  a  crown. 
On  the  obverse  of  the  medal  is  a  bust  of  the 
youthful  Queen  Isabella  II,  facing  to  the  left, 
within  a  laurel  wreath  and  surrounded  by 
CAMP  AN  A  DE  AFRICA;  on  a  scroll  below  is 
I860,  and  on  the  lower  arm  of  the  cross  is  an 
inverted  crescent.  The  reverse  is  inscribed 
SERRALLO  /  SIERRA-BULLONES  /  TOR- 
RE-MARTIN  /  LOS  CASTILLEJOS  /  MON- 
TENEGRON  Y  ASMIR  /  CABO  NEGRO  / 
KELELI  /  TETUAN  /  EARACHE  Y  ARCILA 
/  SAMS  A  /  UAD-RAS.  The  ribbon  is  red.  No 
Spanish  authority  has  been  found  for  this  medal, 
though  the  writer  has  one  of  silver  and  one  of 
white  metal.  It  is  mentioned  by  Cuomo,  an  Italian, 
and  described  by  Sculfort,  a  French  writer. 
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CIVIL  ORDER  OF  MARIA  VICTORIA. 
Founded  July  7,  1871,  by  Amadeus  1,  and  awarded 
by  the  Minister  of  Instruction  and  Public  Works, 
for  distinction  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  but  owing 
to  the  very  short  reign  of  Amadeus  the  order  was 
soon  abolished.  Amadeus  I,  the  Duke  of  Aosta, 
was  born  at  Turin  in  1845,  the  second  son  of 
Victor  Emmanuel  of  Savoy.  He  was  called  to 
the  Spanish  throne  as  the  first  Constitutional  King 
of  Spain  in  1870,  after  the  abdication  of  Isabella 
II.  He  soon  wearied  of  the  position  owing  to 
the  Carlist  troubles,  and  retired  in  1873. 

The  decoration  is  a  four-armed  cross,  the  ends 
of  which  are  triple-pointed  and  enamelled  red  and 
white,  and  with  rays  in  the  angles.  On  the  arms 
are  the  symbols  of  the  four  provinces  of  the 
kingdom,  and  in  a  blue-enamelled  centre,  edged 
with  gold,  is  the  cipher  of  the  Queen,  M.V., 
within  a  laurel  wreath.  On  the  reverse  arms  of 
the  cross  are  the  words  CIENCI AS ,  INDUS- 
TRIA,  ARTES,  LET R AS.  The  plaque  of  the 
Grand  Cross  was  a  plain  Greek  cross,  enamelled 
red,  superimposed  on  a  white  band  and  a  laurel 
wreath,  resting  on  silver  rays.  On  the  extrem¬ 
ities  of  the  cross  arms  are  shields  bearing  the 
Arms  of  the  provinces  of  Spain,  and  in  the  centre 
is  a  gold  M.  V.,  crowned.  On  the  white  band  is 
inscribed  ARTES,  LET  R  AS,  IN  DU  STRIA, 
CIENCI  AS. 
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There  were  three  classes  to  the  Order:  the 
Grand  Cross,  which  had  the  plaque,  Commanders 
who  wore  the  cross  suspended  from  a  ribbon 
around  the  neck,  and  the  chevaliers  who  wore  it 
on  the  breast  with  a  smaller  ribbon.  There  are 
thirteen  varieties  of  the  ribbon,  given  by  Cuomo, 
an  Italian  writer,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
award,  such  as  yellow  for  medicine,  red  for  juris¬ 
prudence,  black  and  green  for  naval  construction, 
etc. 

MEDAL  FOR  1862.  The  only  information 
obtainable  for  this  medal  is  derived  from  Scul- 
fort,  a  French  writer,  who  describes  the  piece 
in  the  collection  of  the  Musee  de  1’  Armee,  in 
Paris.  It  is  an  oval  of  gold,  encircled  by  a  white 
band,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  an  open  book 
inscribed  NIHIL  PRIUS  FIDE,  encircled  by  a 
laurel  wreath.  On  the  reverse  of  the  medal  is 
28  DE  MAYO  1862.  The  ribbon  is  described  as 
green  with  a  white  stripe  in  the  centre. 

MEDAL  FOR  VOLUNTEERS  IN  CUBA 
1871.  No  date  has  been  found  for  the  creation 
of  this  medal  by  Amadeus  I  during  his  short  and 
troubled  reign.  It  was  awarded  to  the  men  of 
the  Army  and  Navy  serving  in  Cuba.  It  is  an 
oval  silver  medal  within  an  oak  and  laurel  wreath 
60  x  39  mm.  including  the  crown  which  sur- 
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mounts  the  medal.  Obverse:  the  head  of  the  king 
to  left,  and  the  inscription  *  AMADEO  1°  REY 
DE  ESP  AN  A  A  LOS  VOLUNTARIOS  DE 
LAS  ISLA  DE  CUBA  *.  Reverse:  the  arms 
of  Spain  charged  with  those  of  Savoy  and  the 
family  of  the  king,  superimposed  on  the  pillars 
of  Hercules  bearing  the  motto  Plus  ultra,  be¬ 
tween  which  is  a  radiant  sun,  the  whole  within  a 
wreath,  encircled  by  *  DEFENSORES  DE  LA 
El  ON  R  A  Y  DE  LA  INTEGRIDAD  NA- 
CIONAL  *,  and  below,  1871.  The  ribbon  is  seven 
alternate  stripes  of  maroon  and  orange. 

Another  medal  of  silver,  42  x  39  mm.  but 
without  the  crown,  has  a  ribbon  of  three  equal 
stripes,  purple,  white  and  purple:  while  still  an¬ 
other  with  the  crown  is  44  x  22  mm.,  but  the 
obverse  inscription  reads  AMADEO  PRIMERO 
etc.  This  has  a  ribbon  similar  to  the  first. 

MEDAL  FOR  VOLUNTEERS  IN  PORTO 
RICO.  No  authority  has  been  found  for  the  issu¬ 
ance  of  this  oval  medal  which  is  of  silver  or 
bronze-plated,  and  30  x  54  mm.  including  the 
crown.  Obverse:  the  head  of  Alfonso  XII  to  left 
within  a  linear  oval,  above  which  is  INTEGRI- 
DAD  DE  LA  P  ATRIA,  and  below  C  ON  STAN  - 
CIA.  Reverse:  a  Paschal  lamb  on  a  rock  in 
water,  above  which,  F.  1.,  all  within  a  linear  oval ; 
below,  VOLUNTARIOS  DE  PUERTO-RICO. 
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The  ribbon  is  red  with  a  wide  yellow  stripe  in  the 
centre. 

CROSS  FOR  CIVIL  GUARD  OF  MADRID 
1870-1873.  Amadeus  I  created  a  decoration  for 
the  Civil  Guard  of  Madrid,  which  protected  him 
during  his  reign  of  but  three  years.  From  the 
meagre  information  obtainable  and  from  the 
French  authority,  Eculfort,  the  decoration  is  de¬ 
scribed  as  bronze,  in  the  form  of  a  narrow-armed 
cross,  the  arms  of  which  are  connected  by  a 
laurel  wreath.  Around  this  is  a  narrow  rib¬ 
bon  inscribed  AMADEO  I.  A  LA  MILICIA 
CUIDADAN  A.  On  the  reverse  is  a  white 
enamelled  cross  and  28  SBRE.  1868.  28  ENERO 
1871.  No  ribbon  is  described. 

MEDAL  FOR  CARRACA  1873.  Authorized 
on  October  8,  1873,  for  the  defenders  of  the 
arsenal  at  La  Carraca  in  July  of  that  year.  It  is 
in  the  form  of  an  oval  bronze  medal,  38  x  31  mm., 
surmounted  by  a  mural  crown,  and  bearing  on  the 
obverse  an  allegorical  figure  of  Spain,  holding  a 
flag  in  the  right  hand  and  supporting  an  anchor, 
and  the  words  LEALT  AD  DESINTERES 
VALOR  JULIO  DE  1873,  encircling  the  same. 
On  the  reverse,  within  an  oak  and  laurel  wreath, 
is  A  LOS  DEEENSORES  DE  LA  CARRACA. 
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LA  PATRIA  AGRADECIDA.  The  ribbon  is 
green  with  a  red  edge. 

MEDAL  OF  ALFONSO  XII.  Founded  on 
September  8,  1875,  f°r  the  Army  and  Navy  tak¬ 
ing  part  in  the  Carlist  Wars  of  1868  to  1876.  It 
is  35  mm.  in  diameter,  of  silver  or  white  metal 
according  to  the  rank.  On  the  obverse  is  a  bust 
of  the  King  facing  left,  above  which  is  AL¬ 
FONSO  XII;  each  side  and  below  is  A  LOS 
EJERCITOS  EN  OPERACIONES;  and  on  the 
reverse  within  a  crowned  laurel  wreath,  VALOR 
DISC  IP  LIN  A  LEALTAD;  above— a  crown. 
The  ribbon  is  yellow  with  two  narrow  red  stripes. 
Bars  are  worn  on  the  ribbon,  signifying  the  en¬ 
gagements  in  which  the  recipient  took  part. 

MEDAL  FOR  CIVIL  WAR  OF  1873-1874. 
Authorized  by  Alfonso  XII  on  June  5,  1876,  and 
awarded  to  the  troopers  who  helped  suppress  the 
insurrection  led  by  the  Pretender,  Don  Carlos. 
This  was  awarded  in  silver  to  the  officers  and  in 
bronze  to  the  men.  On  the  obverse  is  an  effigy 
of  the  King  facing  left,  encircled  by  ALFONSO 
XII.  A  LOS  EJERCITOS  VENCADORES  DE 
LOS  CARLISTAS  Y  DEFENSORES  DEL 
ORDEN  SOCIAL  EN  1873  Y  1874.  On  the 
reverse,  within  a  laurel  wreath  and  surmounted 
by  a  crown,  is  VALOR  /  DISCIPLIN A  / 
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LEALTAD.  The  ribbon  is  red  with  a  narrow 
yellow  stripe  in  the  centre.  Bars  were  issued  for 
the  various  engagements — those  for  the  Navy 
were  Cantabria,  Cadis  and  Mcditcrranco. 

MEDAL  FOR  BILBAO  1874.  Authorized  on 
June  10,  1874,  and  awarded  to  the  Army  and 
Navy  under  Marshal  Serrano  and  General  Concha 
who  delivered  Bilbao  from  the  besieging  forces 
under  Don  Carlos  in  May  of  1874.  The  medal  is 
of  silver  and  bronze,  in  the  form  of  an  oval, 
40  x  32  mm.,  in  the  centre  of  which  is  the  Arms 
of  the  city  (a  sea  wall  and  narrow  tower,  with 
two  mules  in  the  upper  field)  encircled  by  AL 
EJERCITO  LIBERTADOR  Y  DEFENSORES 
DE  LA  INVICTA  BILBAO  2  DE  MAYO  DE 
18,74.  The  reverse  is  plain.  The  ribbon  is  red 
with  a  yellow  stripe  in  the  centre.  Bars  are  worn 
on  the  ribbon  for  the  several  actions — Onton, 
Montano,  Abanto  and  Munecas-Galdames. 

MEDAL  OF  CITY  OF  BILBAO  1874.  This 
decoration  was  given  by  the  city  of  Bilbao  to 
those  who  aided  in  the  deliverance  of  the  city 
from  the  siege  of  the  Carlists.  It  is  of  bronze, 
bearing  on  the  obverse  an  allegorical  seated  fig¬ 
ure,  representing  the  city,  protected  by  a  warrior. 
Below  is  a  view  of  the  city,  and  the  legend 
HONOR  P  ATRIA  Y  LI  BERT  AD.  On  the  re- 
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verse,  within  an  oak  and  laurel  wreath,  BILBAO 
A  SUS  DEFENSORES  SITIO  DE  1874.  The 
ribbon  is  red,  edged  with  yellow.  Sculfort,  the 
French  writer,  is  the  only  authority  who  men¬ 
tions  this  medal. 

MEDAL  FOR  PUIGCERDA  1874.  Created 
by  Alfonso  XII  on  September  8,  1874,  for  the 
troops  taking  part  in  the  Carlist  war,  at  Sagunto, 
Numancia,  Gerona  and  Tarragona.  It  is  a  bronze 
medal  having  on  the  obverse  the  motto,  LOS 
DEFENSORES  DE  PUIGCERDA,  LA 
P ATRIA  RECONCIDA.  AGOSTO  V  SEP- 
TIEMBRE  DE  1874,  and  on  the  reverse  the 
Arms  of  the  city.  The  ribbon  is  half  red  and 
half  yellow. 

MEDAL  FOR  TERUEL  1874.  Created  on 
July  4,  1874,  for  the  defenders  of  the  city  during 
the  Carlist  war.  It  is  bronze,  bearing  on  the 
obverse  the  Arms  of  the  city  and  encircled  by 
the  inscription  A  LOS  DEFENSORES  DE 
TERUEL,  LA  PATRIA  AGRADECIDA.  3  DE 
JULIO  DE  1874.  The  reverse  is  plain.  The  rib¬ 
bon  is  half  yellow  and  half  red. 

MEDAL  OF  CERVERA  1875.  By  a  Royal 
Decree  of  June  12,  1875,  authority  was  given  the 
city  of  Cervera  in  Navarra,  to  issue  a  medal  for 
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those  who  took  part  in  the  defense  of  the  city  on 
February  16,  1875,  against  the  Carlists.  Although 
de  Sosa  mentions  it,  he  gives  no  description. 

MEDAL  OF  MADRID  1876.  This  was  ap¬ 
parently  awarded  by  the  Province  of,  or  city  of, 
Madrid  for  those  assisting  in  the  civil  disturb¬ 
ances  of  that  period.  It  is  bronze,  sbield-shaped, 
48  x  29  nun.,  surmounted  by  a  closed  wreath  tied 
with  a  wide  ribbon.  On  the  obverse  is  the  head 
of  Alfonso  XII  to  right,  and  the  inscription  AL¬ 
FONSO  XII  REV  DE  ESP  AN  A.  The  reverse 
bears  the  Arms  of  Madrid  crowned  and  the 
inscription  LA  PROP  I  NCI  A  DE  MADRID 
AGRADECIDA  A  SUS  HI  JOS  1876.  The 
ribbon  is  half  red  and  half  yellow.  No  authority 
has  been  found  for  its  creation. 

MEDAL  FOR  CUBA  1868-1878.  This  was 
founded  on  June  27,  1873,  and  later  awarded  to 
the  Army  and  Navy  taking  part  in  the  suppres¬ 
sion  of  the  insurrections  on  that  island  during 
these  ten  years.  It  is  of  silver  and  white-metal, 
diamond-shaped,  and  encircled  by  palm  and  laurel 
branches  entwined  with  a  narrow  ribbon.  On  the 
obverse  is  an  allegorical  figure  representing  Spain, 
seated  before  the  pillars  of  Hercules  and  two 
globes,  holding  in  the  right  hand  a  laurel  wreath 
and  with  the  left  hand  resting  on  a  shield  bearing 
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the  Spanish  Arms,  with  a  ship  at  sea  in  the  field. 
In  the  exergue  is  CAMP  AN  A  DE  CUBA.  On 
the  plain  reverse  is  ESP  AN  A  AE  V  ALIENTE 
EJERCITO  QUE  PE  LEA  EN  DEFENS  A  DE 
LA  P ATRIA  1873.  The  ribbon  is  red  with  a 
narrow  black  stripe  in  the  centre,  and  narrow 
silver  bars  are  worn  on  the  ribbon  showing  the 
number  of  years  in  service. 

MEDAL  FOR  CUBAN  VOLUNTEERS 
1868-1878,  1882.  Created  on  July  22,  1882,  and 
awarded  to  volunteers  who  took  part  in  the  insur¬ 
rections  of  those  years.  It  is  a  round  silver  medal 
with  fleurs-de-lis  at  the  sides,  forming  a  cross. 
In  the  centre  of  the  medal  is  the  head  of  Alfonso, 
facing  left,  and  the  inscription  ALFONSO  XII 
A  LOS  VOLUNTARIOS  DE  CUBA  1882. 
The  reverse  reads  CONSTANCE 4  PATRIOT- 
ISMO  ABNEGACION .  The  ribbon  is  red,  with 
a  yellow  stripe  in  the  centre,  on  which  the  bars 
are  worn  denoting  years  of  service,  such  as  10 
Anos  dc  Scrvicio,  75  Atios  dc  Scrvicio,  etc. 

MEDAL  FOR  JOLO  1876.  Authorized  on 
October  7,  1876,  for  the  troops  who  took  part  in 
the  campaign  against  the  Sultan  of  Jolo  in  the 
Philippines.  On  the  obverse  is  the  laureated  head 
of  the  King,  facing  left,  and  the  words  AL¬ 
FONSO  XII  1876.  On  the  reverse  is  the  word 
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Jolo  surmounted  by  a  cross  in  a  glory  and  en¬ 
circled  by  a  laurel  wreath  entwined  with  a  ribbon 
inscribed,  PATICOLO,  TAPUL,  CACUTLA- 
PAC,  PARANG,  MAY  BUN,  LIANG .  Below 
this  is  an  inverted  crescent.  The  ribbon  is  of 
three  red  and  two  yellow  vertical  stripes  equal  in 
width. 

MEDAL  FOR  MINDANAO.  Founded  Oc¬ 
tober  7,  1895,  for  the  troops  taking  part  in  sup¬ 
pressing  the  insurrection  of  the  Tagals  in  1890- 
1891,  and  against  Emilio  Aguinaldo  in  1894-1895. 
This  was  of  iron,  bordered  with  a  circle  of  gilt 
metal,  bearing  on  the  obverse  the  busts  of  the 
Queen  and  the  youthful  King  (Alfonzo  XIII) 
facing  right  and  the  words  CAMP  AN  AS  DE 
MINDANAO ,  and  on  the  reverse  within  a  palm 
and  laurel  wreath  the  dates,  1890-1891,  1894-1895. 
The  ribbon  is  yellow  with  two  green  lateral 
stripes,  and  bars  were  given,  showing  the  years 
of  service. 

MEDAL  FOR  VOLUNTEERS  IN  PHILIP¬ 
PINES.  This  is  described  by  but  one  authority, 
Sculfort,  of  Paris.  Said  to  have  been  awarded 
the  troops  volunteering  in  the  insurrection  of 
Aguinaldo  in  1897.  It  is  an  oval  silver  medal, 
bearing  on  the  obverse  the  Arms  of  the  Empire 
of  the  Indies,  and  the  words,  ESP  AN  A  A  SUS 
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LEALES  HIJOS  LOS  VOLUNTARIOS  FILI¬ 
PINOS  and  on  the  reverse  is  VOLUNTARIOS 
NOV  I  LIZ  ADOS  FOR  DEC  RET  O  DE  16  DE 
OCTUBRE  1897.  The  ribbon  is  half  red  with 
yellow  borders. 

MEDAL  EOR  LUZON  1896-1897.  Author¬ 
ized  on  January  26,  1898,  and  awarded  to  the 
troops  employed  in  suppressing  the  insurrection 
on  the  island  of  Luzon.  It  is  of  bronze.  On  the 
obverse  is  the  youthful  bust  of  the  King,  Alfonzo 
XIII,  facing  right,  and  the  words  A  LOS 
LEALES  VOLUNTARIOS  E  FILIPINAS. 
The  reverse  reads,  CAMP  AN  A  /  DE  /  LUZON  / 
1896-1897.  The  ribbon  is  half  yellow  and  half  red. 

MEDAL  FOR  PHILIPPINES  1896-1898. 
Authorized  on  January  26,  1898,  and  awarded  to 
the  troops  who  took  part  in  the  campaigns  of 
those  years;  and,  later,  in  the  Spanish-American 
War.  It  is  issued  in  bronze,  is  shield-shaped  and 
surmounted  by  a  gilt  laurel  wreath.  It  bears  on 
the  obverse  the  youthful  bust  of  the  King  to  left, 
and  the  words  ALFONSO  XIII  AL  EJERCITO 
DE  FILIPINAS.  The  reverse  is  inscribed 
VALOR  /  DISCIPLINA  Y  LEALTAD  /  1896- 
1898,  and  the  ribbon  is  of  four  red  and  four  yel¬ 
low  stripes,  with  bars  for  the  various  engagements. 
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MEDAL  FOR  CUBA  1895-1898.  Created  by 
Royal  Decree  of  February  1,  1899,  and  awarded 
to  the  troops  who  took  part  in  the  Second  Insur¬ 
rection  and  in  the  war  with  the  United  States. 
It  is  of  bronze,  edged  with  laurel,  surmounted  by 
a  gilt  royal  crown,  bearing  on  the  obverse  the 
busts  of  the  Queen  and  the  youthful  King,  Al¬ 
fonso  XIII,  surrounded  by  CAMP  AN  A  DE 
CUBA  1895-1898 ;  and  on  the  reverse  the  cipher  of 
the  King  encircled  by  AL  EJERCITO  DE  OP- 
ERACIONES.  The  ribbon  is  of  five  equal  stripes 
of  purple  and  four  of  red.  Bars  are  worn  on 
the  ribbon,  denoting  engagements,  such  as  Santi¬ 
ago  de  Cuba. 

MEDAL  FOR  CUBAN  VOLUNTEERS  1895- 
1898.  Authorized  at  the  same  time  and  awarded 
to  the  native  Cubans  taking  part  in  the  above 
campaigns.  It  is  similar  to  the  above  save  that 
on  the  obverse  the  inscription  is  A  LOS  LEALES 
VOLUNTARIOS  DE  CUBA,  and  on  the  reverse 
the  inscription  is  CAMPANA  DE  CUBA  1895- 
1898.  The  ribbon  also  is  similar. 

MEDAL  OF  ALFONSO  XIII.  Founded 
June  19,  1902,  by  the  King  to  reward  the  officials 
and  troops  taking  part  in  guarding  the  royal 
family  and  to  commemorate  his  taking  the  oath 
of  office  in  Madrid  on  May  17,  1902.  It  was 
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issued  in  gold,  silver  and  bronze,  and  bears  on 
the  obverse  the  bust  of  the  King,  facing  left,  and 
his  title  ALPHONSVS  XIII  D.  G.  HISP.  REX. 
On  the  reverse,  within  oak  and  laurel  branches  is 
17  MAI  1902,  crowned.  The  ribbon  is  red  and 
suspended  from  a  buckle  of  the  same  metal  as  the 
medal. 

MEDAL  OF  MARIA  CHRISTINA  or  of  the 
REGENCY.  One  year  after  taking  the  oath  of 
office,  King  Alfonso  created  this  medal — May  16, 
1903 — in  testimony  of  his  personal  gratitude  to 
his  Royal  Mother  and  to  commemorate  her  seven¬ 
teen  years  of  service  as  Regent.  The  medal  of 
silver  was  given  to  the  officials  of  the  Court  and 
royal  household,  while  the  bronze  medal  was  given 
to  the  Royal  Guards  and  servants  of  the  court  and 
household.  On  the  obverse  are  the  jugated  busts 
of  the  Queen  Mother  and  the  youthful  King,  fac¬ 
ing  left,  encircled  by  the  inscription,  M.  CHRIST. 
HISP.  REG.  CATH.  PIETATE  AC  PRUDEN- 
TIA  EXIMIAE  MAT  RID  I  LECTAE.  The  rib¬ 
bon  is  blue  with  a  wide  red  stripe  in  the  center. 

MEDAL  OF  MELILLA  1909,  1911  and  1912. 
Founded  by  Royal  Decrees  of  March  20,  1910, 
and  Sept.  8,  1912,  for  troops  who  took  part  in 
the  several  campaigns  in  the  territory  of  the 
Rif,  in  Northern  Africa.  It  is  an  oval  silver, 
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or  bronze,  medal,  surmounted  by  a  crown,  bearing 
on  the  obverse  the  bust  of  the  King,  facing  left, 
wearing  a  spiked  helmet,  and  encircled  by  a  laurel 
wreath;  the  lower  side  reads,  CAMP  AN  A 
DEC  RIF;  and  on  the  reverse  is  a  figure  of  a 
winged  Victory  holding  aloft  a  palm  branch  in 
the  right  hand,  and  below  a  laurel  branch  in  the 
left  hand.  In  the  field  is  a  fort  and  radiant  sun. 
On  the  lower  field  are  the  Arms  of  Spain  and  of 
Melilla,  with  laurel  branches  and  1909;  at  the  top 
is  REIN  ANDO  DON  ALFONSO  XIII.  The 
ribbon  is  yellow  with  a  red  stripe  each  side,  and 
bars  are  issued  for  the  various  engagements,  such 
as  Sidi-Hamet-el  Hack,  Git  rug  it,  Qucbdana,  Tax- 
dirt-Hidiim-Zoco  cl  Had,  Nador  Zeluan-Zoco  cl 
Genus,  Atlatcn,  P enon-Alhucemas ,  Kert,  Garct  dc 
Beni-bu-Yahi,  Bcni-bu-Gafar  y  Bcni-Sidcl. 


MEDAL  FOR  AFRICA  1911.  Founded  by 
Royal  Decree  on  September  8,  1912,  as  acknowl¬ 
edgment  of  important  civil  and  military  services 
rendered  in  Africa,  in  promoting  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  Protectorate.  It  is  of  bronze,  35  mm., 
and  bears  on  the  obverse  a  bust  of  the  King  and 
the  words  ESP  AN  A  Y  AFRICA.  Reverse:  an 
allegorical  figure  of  Spain  with  the  right  hand 
on  the  royal  shield  and  the  left  extended  to  the 
Rif  coast  of  Africa.  The  ribbon  is  yellow  and 
red,  edged  with  green.  Bars  are  issued  to  be 


SPANISH  DECORATIONS 


Pl.  XXXV 


Military  Medal 


M4 


SPANISH  ORDERS 


worn  on  the  ribbon  for  the  various  engagements — 
Casablanca ,  Larache,  Larache-Alcazar  and  Ceuta. 

MEDAL  FOR  MOROCCO.  Created  June  29, 
1916,  by  Royal  Decree,  for  the  troops  who  took 
part  in  the  campaigns  of  that  region.  It  is  an 
oval  silvered-bronze,  or  bronze  medal,  40  x  28 
mm.,  bearing  on  the  obverse  the  bust  of  the  King, 
Alfonso  XIII,  facing  left,  wearing  a  spiked  hel¬ 
met  and  encircled  by  a  laurel  wreath — at  the  lower 
left  is  MARRUECOS.  The  reverse  is  similar  to 
the  medal  of  Melilla  1909-11-12,  save  that  the 
1909  is  omitted.  The  ribbon  is  green,  and  bars 
are  given  for  the  different  engagements — Lara chc, 
Melilla,  Tctiian,  Ceuta. 

MILITARY  MEDAL.  Founded  on  June  29, 
1918,  by  Alfonzo  XIII,  and  awarded  to  officers 
and  enlisted  men  of  the  Army  and  Navy  for  meri¬ 
torious  service  in  action.  It  is  of  oxidized  iron, 
42  mm.,  and  bears  in  the  centre  of  the  obverse  an 
allegorical  female  figure  representing  Spain,  hold¬ 
ing  a  laurel  wreath  in  her  right  hand,  and  in  the 
left  hand  supporting  a  shield  on  which  are  two 
lions’  heads.  In  the  field  is  the  sea,  land  and  the 
setting  sun.  Encircling  this  design  is  a  silver 
band  and  a  laurel  wreath.  At  the  top  is  a  castle, 
and  at  the  bottom  of  the  wreath  is  a  plate  bearing 
in  relief,  AL  MERITO  EN  CAMPARA.  The 
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reverse  bears  a  crowned  shield  on  which  is  the 
arms  of  Spain  with  a  palm  one  side  and  a  sword 
the  other;  below  this,  on  the  plate  is  the  name  of 
the  Campaign,  such  as  MARRUECAS,  etc.  The 
ribbon  is  white,  edged  with  yellow;  in  the  centre 
are  the  national  colours — one  yellow  stripe  in  the 
centre,  and  red  each  side.  There  is  a  gilt  bar-pin. 
In  case  of  a  second  award  being  bestowed,  an 
oxidized  iron  bar  is  added  to  the  ribbon. 

MEDAL  OF  THE  SOMATENES  OF  CAT- 
ALUNA  1918.  Created  by  Royal  Decree  of 
February  6,  1918,  as  a  reward  to  the  armed 
Somatenes  of  Cataluna  for  their  service  in  pre¬ 
serving  peace  and  social  order  in  that  district. 
It  is  called  the  medal  of  Constancy,  and  is  a 
three-armed  cross,  enamelled  red  with  white  edges, 
on  a  wreath  of  olive  branches.  The  upper  arm 
of  the  cross  is  surmounted  by  a  gold  crown,  to 
which  is  attached  the  suspension  ring.  On  the 
obverse  centre  medallion  is  depicted  the  Virgin 
of  Monserrat,  the  guardian  of  the  Somatenes. 
In  the  blue  background  is  shown  the  mountains 
surrounding  her  sanctuary.  Encircling  the  medal¬ 
lion  is  a  white  band  inscribed  SOMATENES 
ARM  AD  OS  DE  CATALUNA.  On  the  re¬ 
verse  medallion  is  PAU,  PAU,  Y  SEMPRE  PAU 
(Peace,  peace  and  always  peace),  encircled  by 
a  red  band  inscribed  CONST  AN  CE4,  PATRIO- 
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TISMO,  ABNEGACION .  The  ribbon  is  purple, 
and  bars  are  issued  denoting  the  length  of  service. 

CARLIST  MEDALS. 

After  Ferdinand  VII  abolished  the  Salic  law 
in  Spain  in  1829,  and  following  the  placing  of  the 
Infanta  Isabella  II  on  the  throne  as  Queen  in 
1833,  there  was  much  trouble  with  the  adherents 
of  Don  Carlos  V.  This  continued  through  the 
reign  of  Isabella  II  and  that  of  Amadeus  I,  who 
wearied  of  his  position  as  Constitutional  King 
and  retired  in  1873.  During  his  three-vear  reign, 
the  Duke  of  Madrid,  Don  Carlos  VII,  the  Pre¬ 
tender  and  chief  of  the  Carlist  party,  gave  much 
trouble  to  the  Government  by  claiming  the  right 
of  succession  and  raising  the  standard  of  revolt 
in  the  Basque  Provinces.  This  Carlist  War  lasted 
several  years  and  was  not  suppressed  until  1876 
by  Alfonso  XII. 

It  is  natural  that  the  Carlists  should  have  de¬ 
sired  some  form  of  decoration  to  indicate  their 
loyalty  and  their  participation  in  the  several  at¬ 
tempts  to  secure  the  throne.  Don  Carlos  VII 
not  only  prepared  to  coin  money,  but  authorized 
medals  and  decorations  for  his  adherents.  No 
Spanish  authority  has  been  found  for  these,  but 
Elvin,  an  English  writer,  mentions  certain  of 
them,  and  the  description  of  others  is  taken  from 
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the  pieces  themselves.  They  are  included  to  afford 
the  student  information  regarding  them.  Some 
writers  class  them  as  Spanish,  although  they  are 
not  official. 

CROSS  FOR  VILLAR  DE  LOS  NAVAR¬ 
ROS.  Given  to  the  troops  of  Don  Carlos  V  who 
took  part  in  this  battle  in  Lower  Aragon  on 
August  24,  1837,  against  the  Spanish  forces  under 
the  Cristino  General  Buerens.  The  medal  is  said 
to  have  been  designed  by  H.R.H.  the  Infante  Don 
Sebastian  Gabriel,  the  nephew  of  Don  Carlos  V, 
who  commanded  the  Carlist  forces.  The  decora¬ 
tion  is  a  four-armed  cross  of  white  and  red 
enamel,  formed  by  lances  with  pennons,  and  with 
two  cannon  and  a  musket  in  gold  forming  another 
cross  on  the  cross  arms,  and  swords  in  the  angles. 
This  is  surmounted  by  a  green  laurel  wreath, 
across  which  is  a  scroll  inscribed  VILLAR  DE 
LOS  NAVARROS.  On  the  obverse  medallion 
is  a  hermitage  surmounted  by  a  cross,  with  one 
in  front,  encircled  by  a  band  inscribed  CANADA 
DE  LA  CRUZ;  and  on  the  reverse  centre  of 
which  is  C.5  within  laurel  branches,  and  sur¬ 
mounted  by  a  crown,  encircled  by  a  red  band 
inscribed  DIA  24  DE  AGOSTO  DE  1837.  The 
ribbon  is  violet  with  two  white  stripes  at  either 
side. 
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CROSS  FOR  HUESCA  1837.  Conferred  by 
Don  Carlos  V  on  the  troops  who  took  part  in  this 
battle  in  upper  Aragon  on  May  24,  1837,  it  is  a 
four-armed  cross,  formed  of  scrolls  bearing  gren¬ 
ades,  with  helmets  and  crossed  muskets  in  the 
angles.  This  is  surmounted  by  two  crossed  pen¬ 
nons  of  red  and  white,  and  a  green  laurel  wreath, 
in  which  is  C.  V.  On  the  obverse  medallion  of 
blue  is  HUESCA,  surrounded  by  a  white  band 
inscribed  in  gold  letters  ESPEDICION  REAL; 
and  on  the  reverse  medallion  of  blue  is  1837, 
encircled  by  a  white  band  inscribed  24  DE 
MAYO.  The  ribbon  is  yellow  with  three  violet 
stripes  at  either  side. 

CROSS  AND  MEDAL  OF  CARLOS  VII. 
Founded  by  Don  Carlos  VII  in  1874,  and  awarded 
to  officers  and  men  who  remained  faithful  to 
the  Carl i st  cause  between  1833  and  1840,  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  second  campaign  of  1872-1876.  It  is  a 
white-enamelled  cross  pattee  moline,  with  gold 
edges  and  surmounted  by  a  gold  crown.  A  green 
laurel  wreath  connects  the  arms,  and  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  medallion  are  the  arms  of  Castile,  Leon  and 
Bourbon,  enamelled  in  natural  colours  and  sur¬ 
rounded  by  a  white  band  inscribed  CARLOS  UII 
POR  LA  GRACIA  DE  DIOS  REY  DE  LAS 
ESP  AN  AS ,  and  on  the  arms  of  the  cross,  ABA  E- 
GACION,  VIRTUD,  TALENTO,  LEALTAD. 
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P ATRIA  DIOS  REY  1874.  On  the  blue  reverse 
medallion  is  C  7 ,  with  a  white  encircling  band  in¬ 
scribed  REST  AU  RAC  I  ON  CATO  LI  CO  MON- 
ARQUICA.  The  ribbon  is  yellow  with  red  edges, 

The  silver  medal  for  privates  is  similar  to  the 
cross,  with  no  enamel.  The  ribbon  is  the  same  as 
for  the  officers. 

CARLIST  ORDER  OF  CHARITY.  Founded 
in  1874  by  Don  Carlos  VII,  awarded  for  char¬ 
itable  acts  and  especially  for  hospital  work  among 
the  forces.  The  decoration  is  a  red-enamelled 
Maltese  cross  with  small  white-enamelled  flowers 
in  the  angles,  and  surmounted  by  a  crown  con¬ 
nected  by  two  scrolls,  like  C’s,  for  the  attach¬ 
ment  of  a  suspension  ring  and  ribbon,  which  is 
white  with  a  black  stripe  at  either  side.  The 
obverse  medallion,  of  white,  bears  in  the  centre  a 
red  heart  with  a  crown  of  thorns  around  it  and 
a  cross  above.  On  the  encircling  band  is  LA 
C  ARID  AD  1874.  The  reverse  medallion  bears  a 
red-enamelled  M  for  Mary.  This  order  is  not 
recognized  in  Spain,  and,  like  the  other  Carlist 
decorations,  is  not  allowed  in  official  dress. 

MEDAL  FOR  MONTEJURRA  1873.  This  is 
a  bronze  medal  in  the  form  of  a  Greek  cross  with 
fleurs-de-lis  in  the  angles  and  surmounted  by  a 
royal  crown,  bearing  on  the  large  round  centre 
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medallion  the  date  of  the  engagement,  7 ,  8,  9, 
NOVIEMBRE  1873,  encircled  by  the  words 
PA  TROCINIO  DE  LA  SMA  VIRGEN ;  and 
on  the  arms  of  the  cross  is  P ATRIA  DIOS  REY . 
The  reverse  is  plain.  The  ribbon  is  red.  Padig- 
lione  and  Sculfort  are  the  only  writers  who  men¬ 
tion  this  medal,  and  no  Spanish  authority  for  its 
foundation  has  been  found.  No  data  is  given 
regarding  its  authorization  or  the  purposes  of  its 
award. 

MEDAL  FOR  VIZCAYA  1874.  Awarded  to 
the  troops  who  took  part  in  operations  by  the 
Carlists  at  Vizcaya  and  who  were  compelled  to  flee 
to  the  North.  The  decoration  is  bronze,  round,  and 
edged  with  a  laurel  wreath  and  three  fleurs-de-lis, 
to  form  a  cross,  and  surmounted  by  a  royal  crown. 
On  the  obverse  is  a  laureated  bust  of  the  Pre¬ 
tender,  Don  Carlos  VII,  facing  right,  encircled 
by  the  words  A  LA  FE  Y  AL  HEROISMO  DEL 
EJERCITO  REAL  DEL  NORTE.  The  reverse 
reads  BAT  ALLAS  /  DE  /  VIZCAYA  /  DE 
/  ENERO  A  MAYO  /  1874.  No  description  is 
given  for  the  ribbon,  and  no  Spanish  authority 
has  been  found  for  the  medal.  It  is  described  by 
Sculfort  and  Padiglione  only.  The  writer  has  a 
specimen  of  this  medal  in  his  collection. 


AND  DECORATIONS 


155 


NOTES 

1.  From  the  IV ar  Medal  Record,  Vol.  I,  Spink  &  Son, 
London,  1896. 

2.  Cf.  King,  Military  Orders  in  Spain,  p.  172,  ff. 

3.  Burke  and  Archer  state  that  Alphonso  Henrique 
(1 1 12-1185)  established  the  order  in  Portugal. 

4.  Denis  was  King  of  Portugal  from  1279  to  1325. 

5.  The  Pillars  of  Hercules  or  “World’s  End’’  were 
represented  by  the  Greek  geographers  as  the  Capes  of 
Calpe.  in  Spain,  and  Abyla,  in  Africa,  at  the  western 
entrance  to  the  Mediterranean.  For  centuries,  these 
were  the  limits  of  enterprise  to  the  seafaring  men  of  the 
Eastern  World. 
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1933:32  ills.,  38  medals  listed  with  complete  list  of  pertaining  bors.  Only  authoritative  book 
of  its  kind  published  in  English.  LIMITED  EDITION.  $3.00 

UNIFORMS  AND  INSIGNIA  OF  THE  NATIONAL  SOCIALIST  GERMAN  WORKERS  PARTY 
(NAZI)  68  plates  Uniforms,  insignia,  medals,  flags,  armbands.  $1.50 

WAR  MEDALS  OF  THE  CONFEDERACY  by  Belden,  1912.  BABIN  REPRINT.  75c 

CAP  BADGES  OF  THE  CANADIAN  EXPEDITIONARY  FORCES  1914-1919 
48  pages  45  different  categories 

530  illustrations  642  badges  listed 

Many  Commanding  Officers  and  Unit  strength  are  listed. 

Includes  list  of  foreign  mottos  on  bodges  and  translations. 

13  months  research.  ONLY  BOOK  OF  ITS  KIND.  $3.00 

F-28  FOREIGN  WAR  MEDAL  CATALOGUE  F-28 

691  Illustrations  1628  Medals  Priced 

ILLUSTRATED-PRICED 

$2.00  52  pages.  My  Sales  Catalogue  $2.00 

U.  S.  PRESIDENTIAL  CANDIDATES  1789-1956 
With  Vice  Presidential  Candidates  Of  All  Parties 
(Includes  All  of  The  Minor  Parties) 

$1.00  Very  Complete  Historical  Guide.  $1.00 

JAP  WAR  MEDAL  CATALOGUE  NAZI  WAR  MEDAL  CATALOGUE 

ILLUSTRATED-PRICED  ILLUSTRATED-PRICED 

$1.00  $1.00 

INDIAN  PEACE  MEDALS  ISSUED  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  by  Belden  1927. 

46  Pages  plus  22  plates  of  74  medals  illustrated.  Only  350  printed. 

BABIN  REPRINT,  Pocket  size  5  >/j  x  8’/,".  Limited  Edition.  $5.00 

THE  MEDALS  AND  TOKENS  OF  HENRY  CLAY  by  T.  L.  Elder,  January  1918. 

15  pages  illustrated  in  text.  $1.00 

ELONGATED  ROLLED  OUT  CENTS.  Illustrated  Checklist.  Vol.  No.  1.  150  full  size 
illustrations,  169  different  varieties  listed.  By  BABIN,  1961.  $1.00 

THE  RUSSIAN  IMPERIAL  ORDERS  by  A.  W.  Hazelton,  1932.  102  pages,  20  plotes. 

BABIN  Reprint.  Pocket  size.  $3.00 

(Medals  and  Tokens)  PRESIDENTS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  OF  PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATES,  JOHN  ADAMS  -  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  INCLUSIVE  by  Satterlee,  1862. 

84  pages.  BABIN  REPRINT  $3.00 

FULL  TIME  PROFESSIONAL  DEALER  SINCE  1928. 

RIBBONS  AND  MEDALS  by  Dorling  Ribbons  colored.  Fully  Illustrated.  $5.50 

A  History  of  the  UNIFORMS  OF  THE  BRITISH  ARMY  by  Major  Barnes,  336  pages, 

24  plates  in  brilliant  color.  Fine  for  miniaturists  $6.50 

MOUNTED  TROOPS  OF  THE  BRITISH  ARMY  1066  1 945  by  Colonel  H.  C.  Rogers 
Profusely  illustrated  in  color  and  b  w.  1959.  $6.50 

THE  UNIFORMS  AND  HISTORY  OF  THE  SCOTTISH  REGIMENTS  by  Major  Barnes, 

351  poges,  12  color  plates.  Many  b/w.  illustrations.  $6.50 

BR.  MEDAL  CHART  (in  color)  folded.  Full  size  Illustrations  $2.50 

CORONATION  AND  COMMEMORATIVE  MEDALS  (Br),  Cole.  Illustrations  $2.50 

REGIMENTAL  BADGES  by  Edwords,  Illustrations  $5.50 

MODEL  SOLDIERS  by  Garratt,  Illustrations  $6.50 

!  WISH  TO  PURCHASE 

United  States  and  Foreign  War  Medals,  Orders  and  Decorations.  U.  S.  and  Foreign  Law 
Enforcement  Shields  and  Medals.  National  G.A.R.  Encampment  Delegates,  and  Representative 
Badges,  Firemen  Shields,  Rolled  Out  Cents,  Old  Handcuffs  and  Leg  Irons,  Indian  Peace  Medals, 
Political  Ferrotype,  Tokens,  Fine  U.  S.  and  Foreign  Coins.  PRESIDENTIAL  POLITICAL  CAM¬ 
PAIGN  MATERIAL:  Badges,  Buttons,  Banners,  Medals.  MILITARY:  Insignia,  Relics,  Curios, 
Swords,  Bayonets,  Pistols,  Rifles,  Ammunition.  Please  send  description  and  price  in  first  letter. 

IENARD  L.  BABIN,  1781  DEWEY  AVE..  cor.  RIDGE  ROM  W„  ROCHESTER,  M.Y.  14615,  U.S.A. 


